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Module-1: Introduction to European Classical Literature
Unit 1  Ancient Greece : History, Culture and Ideas 9-28

Unit 2  The Primary or the Oral Epic : The Development
of a Genre 29-41

Unit 3  Introduction to Greek Drama 42-56

Module-2: The Iliad (Book 1)
Unit 4  Homer the Poet 59-66

Unit 5  An Overview of Homer’s Iliad 67-80

Unit 6  Book 1—Detailed Analysis 81-104

Module-3: Sophocles : Oedipus, the King
Unit 7  Poetics : Aristotelian Concept of Tragedy 107-129

Unit 8  The Myth of Oedipus 130-147

Unit 9  Sophocles’ Treatment of the Myth 148-155

Unit 10  Analysing the Play 156-167

Unit 11  Themes and Characteristics 168-182
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Module-4: Ovid : Selections from Metamorphoses,
‘Diana and Actaeon’ (Book 3)

Unit 12  Roman History, Literature and Culture 185-192

Unit 13  Roman Poetry and Ovid 193-199

Unit 14  Text and Analysis 200-226

Module-5: Plautus: Pot of Gold
Unit 15  Society and the Beginnings of Comedy in Rome 229-235

Unit 16  From Menander to Terence : The Tradition of
Roman Comedy 236-243

Unit 17  Plautus and his Plays 244-250

Unit 18  Understanding the Text 251-271

Timeline 272-299
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MODULE – 1 : England after Queen Elizabeth

Unit 1  England from 1603–1660 : Society & Politics 09 - 18

Unit 2  Jacobean Drama 19 - 29

Unit 3  John Webster – The Duchess of  Malfi 30 - 46

MODULE – 2 : The Restoration

Unit 4  England in the Wake of the Restoration 49 - 59

Unit 5  Neo-Classicism – Impact on Literary Thought 60 - 74

Unit 6  Emergent Literary Forms 75 - 84

MODULE – 3 : Poetry of the Restoration

Unit 7  New Beckonings in post-Shakespearean Poetry 87 - 97
Unit 8  Paradise Lost Book 1 98 - 109
Unit 9  Anne Kingsmill Finch – “The Introduction”; Aphra

Behn – “Song: Love Armed” 110 - 125



MODULE – 4 : Restoration Drama

Unit 10  Restoration Drama 127 - 141

Unit 11  Puritanism and the English Stage 142 - 155

Unit 12  John Dryden – All for Love 156 - 170

Unit 13  William Congreve – The Way of the World 171 - 197

MODULE – 5 : The Augustan Age

Unit 14  The Augustan Age : Characteristics 198 - 207

Unit 15  Features of the Enlightenment 208 - 225

Unit 16  Alexander Pope– The Rape of the Lock (Cantos1-3) 226 - 267

MODULE – 6 : Transitional Period in the 18th Century

Unit 17  The Evolving Socio- Cultural Scene in England 268 - 281

Unit 18  The Precursors of Romantic Poetry 282 - 297

Unit 19  James Thomson – ‘Spring’ 298 - 320
Unit 20  Thomas Gray -’Elegy written in 321 - 336

the Country Churchyard’

Unit 21  Contemporary British Drama and the Stage 337 - 351

Unit 22  Oliver Goldsmith – She Stoops to Conquer 352 - 376

Timeline 377 - 388
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Module 1 : Introduction to Indian Classical Literature

Unit 1  Classical Indian Drama—Theory and Practice 9-24

Unit 2  Understanding Indian Aesthetics—
Rasa and Alam. ka–ra 25-39

Unit 3  Characteristics and Forms of Classical
Sanskrit Drama 40-52

Module 2 : Abhijnanasakuntalam

Unit 4  An Introduction to Kalidasa’s Works 55-68

Unit 5  Plot and Characterisation 69-83

Unit 6  Nature, Society and Codes of Relationships 84-93

Unit 7  Major Thematic Issues 94-103

Unit 8  The Play as Drisyakavya 104-112

Module 3 : “The Dicing” by Vya–sa

Unit 9  Introduction to “The Dicing” Episode of
The Maha–bha–rata 115-127

Unit 10  “The Dicing” : Narrative Structure 128-139

Unit 11  Central characters and Commentators 140-151

Unit 12  State, Kinship and Gender 152-163

Unit 13  Divine Authority and Machinery 164-174
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Module 4 : Sudraka : Mrcchakatika

Unit 14  An Initiation 177-184

Unit 15  The Play as a Prakarana 185-195

Unit 16  Thematic Issues and Characterisation 196-210

Unit 17  Society and Gender Equations 211-217

Unit 18  The Play in Subsequent Reception 218-224
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7
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Course Writer
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Netaji Subhas Open University

Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha
Dr. Debasri Basu
Assistant Professor of English (WBES)
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Dr. Shahnaz Begum
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Purnidevi Chowdhury Girls' College, Bolpur
Dr. Debasri Basu
Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha
Professor Himadri Lahiri
Dr. Sanjoy Malik
Assistant Professor, Dept. of English & Culture
Studies, University of Burdwan
Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha
Dr. Parthasarathi Gupta
Associate Professor, Dept. of English,
Tripura University (A Central University)
Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha
Dr. Shyamasri Maji
Assistant Professor of English
Durgapur Women's College
Professor Himadri Lahiri
Dr. Susmita Ghosh
Assistant Professor of English
Kidderpore College, Calcutta University

Course Editor
Dr Arnab Kumar Sinha
Associate Professor, Dept. of
English & Culture Studies,
University of Burdwan
Dr. Himadri Lahiri

Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha
Professor Himadri Lahiri
Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha

Professor Himadri Lahiri
Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha

Professor Himadri Lahiri

Dr. Arnab Kumar Sinha

Professor Himadri Lahiri
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Associate Professor of English, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata

Pritam Bandopadhyay,
Associate Professor of English, WBES

Professor Ashok Sengupta,
Dept. of English, Netaji Subhas Open University

Professor Himadri Lahiri,
Dept. of English, Netaji Subhas Open University

Dr. Md. Intaj Ali,
Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, Netaji Subhas Open University
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Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of English, Netaji Subhas Open University

Professor Manankumar Mandal,
Director, School of Humanities, NSOU, & Chairperson

Notification
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without

permission in writing from Netaji Subhas Open University.
Dr. Ashit Baran Aich

Registrar (Acting)



NSOU  ●  CC - EG - 05 5

Netaji Subhas
Open University

UG : English
         (HEG)

Course : Indian Writing in English

Module  1 : Background Studies

Unit 1 � Introducing Indian Writing in English 09-18
Unit 2 � The English Language in India: Zones of Contact 19-28
Unit 3 � Indian Writing in English: The Colonial Period 29-40
Unit 4 � Indian Writing in English: The Post-Colonial Period 41-50

Module 2 : Reading Indian English Poetry

Unit 5 � Emergence and Development of Indian English Poetry 55-63
Unit 6 � Henry Derozio: ‘‘The Harp of India’’; Toru Dutt: 64-78

‘‘Our Casuarina Tree’’
Unit 7 � Nissim Ezekiel: ‘‘Poet, Lover, Birdwatcher’’ 79-86
Unit 8 � Jayanta Mahapatra: ‘‘Dawn at Puri’’ 87-95
Unit 9 � Kamala Das: ‘‘An Introduction’’; Temsula Ao: 96-110

‘‘A Tiger Woman’s Prayer’’

Module 3 : Reading Indian English Fiction

Unit 10 � Emergence and Development of 115-122
Indian English Fiction

Unit 11 � R. K. Narayan : The English Teacher 123-141
Unit 12 � Anita Desai : Fire on the Mountain 142-158
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Module 4 : Reading Indian English Drama
Unit 13 � Emergence and Development of Indian

English Drama 163-169
Unit 14 � Mahesh Dattani : Tara 170-194

Module 5 : Reading Indian English Short Story
Unit 15 � Indian English Short Story as a Genre 199-213
Unit 16 � Raja Rao : ‘‘India—A Fable’’ 214-228
Unit 17 � Ruskin Bond : ‘‘Escape from Java’’ 229-242

Module 6 : Reading Indian English Literary Criticism
Unit 18 � Indian English Literary Criticism: An Overview 247-258
Unit 19 � Meenakshi Mukherjee : ‘‘The Anxiety of 259-270

Indianness: Our Novels in English’’

Time Line Chart 273-284
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1 1 Dr Gautam Sen Dr Goutam Buddha Sural

Principal, Abhedananda Professor of English
Mahavidyalaya, Sainthia, Birbhum Bankura University,

Purandarpur, Bankura
2 Dr Mahuya Bhawmik Dr Srideep Mukherjee

Associate Professor of English, Associate Professor of English
Derozio Memorial College, Kolkata Netaji Subhas Open University

3 Satyabrata Dinda
4 Associate Professor of English,

Vivekananda College, Madhyamgram,
Kolkata

2 5 Gargee Adhikari Professor Goutam Buddha
6 NSOU Counselor (UG) & Alumna Sural
7 Maharaja Manindra Chandra College,

Kolkata
8 Satyabrata Dinda Dr Srideep Mukherjee
9 Dr Abhishek Bhattacharya

Assistant Professor of English
Khandra College, Paschim Bardhaman

10 Satyabrata Dinda Professor Goutam Buddha
11 Nivedita Karmakar Sural

Assistant Professor of English
Chandraketugarh Sahidullah Smriti
Mahavidyalaya, North 24 Parganas

12 Dr Abhishek Bhattacharya Dr Srideep Mukherjee
13 Nivedita Karmakar Professor Goutam Buddha

Sural
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3 14 Enamul Kabir Pasa
15 Assistant Professor of English
16 Sripat Singh College, Jiaganj,

Murshidabad
17 Satyabrata Dinda Professor Goutam Buddha
18 Sural
19

4 20 Dr Debamitra Kar Dr Srideep Mukherjee
Assistant Professor of English
Women's College, Calcutta

21 Dr Abhishek Bhattacharya
22 Rony Patra Professor Goutam Buddha

Assistant Professor of English Sural
Centre for Distance & Online Education
Vidyasagar University, Medinipur

23 Anirban Guha Thakurta Dr. Srideep Mukherjee
Assistant Professor of English
Serampore College, Hooghly
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EG : British Romantic Literature
        CC-EG-07

Module 1 : The Romantic Period
Unit 1 : The European Scene-Implications on English Culture and Society 7

Unit 2 : Romanticism in English Literature 21

Unit 3 : Romantic Poetry 34

Unit 4 : Romantic Prose 50

Module 2 : The Early Romantic Poets
Unit 5 : William Blake - The Visionary Mystic, &

'Introduction' to Songs of Innocence 66

Unit 6 : William Blake - 'The Lamb' and 'The Tyger' 85

Unit 7 : William Blake - 'The Chimney Sweeper' Poems 100

Unit 8 : William Wordsworth - Poet and Theorist 115

Unit 9 : William Wordsworth - 'Tintern Abbey' 135

Unit 10 : William Wordsworth - 'Immortality Ode' 157

Unit 11 : Samuel Taylor Coleridge - The Poet and his Poetry 178

Unit 12 : Samuel Taylor Coleridge - 'Christabel' - Part I 193

Unit 13 : Samuel Taylor Coleridge - 'Dejection - An Ode' 214

Module 3 : The Second Generation Romantic Poets
Unit 14 : Percy Bysshe Shelley - Poetry and Prose 229

Unit 15 : Percy Bysshe Shelley - 'Ode to the West Wind' 241

Unit 16 : Percy Bysshe Shelley - 'To a Skylark' 257

Unit 17 : John Keats - The Romantic 'Classicist' 272

Unit 18 :  John Keats - 'Ode to a Nightingale' 286

Unit 19 :  John Keats - 'Ode to Autumn' 307

Module 4 : Romantic Prose
Unit 20 : Charles Lamb - ‘Dream Children: A Reverie’ 322

Unit 21 : William Hazlitt - ‘On Going a Journey’ 341

Unit 22 : Mary Shelley - Frankenstein 360

Unit 23 : Jane Austen - Pride and Prejudice 379

Netaji Subhas
Open University

Subject : British Romantic Literature
Course Code : CC-EG-07
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Module Unit Course Writer              Course Editors
No. No.

1 1 Anwesha Sengupta
SACT
Naba Ballygunge Mahavidyalaya, Kolkata

2 Dr Aditi Sengupta
3 Associate Professor of English

Azad Hind Fouj Smriti Mahavidyalaya,
Domjur, Howrah

2 4 Dr Debi Prasad Bhattacharya
Formerly Professor of English
University of Kalyani

5 Anwesha Sengupta
6 Dr Aditi Sengupta
7

3 8 Mohona Chatterjee
Assistant Professor
Amity Institute of English Studies &
Research, Amity University, Kolkata

9 Sudeshna Mukherjee
10 Dr Amitayu Chakraborty

Assistant Professor of English
Durgapur Women’s College

11 Dr Anushila Bhattacharya
Associate Professor of English
Bethune College

12 Debapriya Goswami
Assistant Professor of English
NSHM, Durgapur

13 Dr Chandrima Das
Assistant Professor of English
Durgapur Women’s College
&
Pritam Bandopadhyay
Associate Professor of English
Barasat Govt. College

14 Dr Chandrima Das

Dr Srideep Mukherjee
Associate Professor of English
Netaji Subhas Open University

Dr Chandrima Das
Assistant Professor of English

Durgapur Women’s College

Dr Srideep Mukherjee

Dr Chandrima Das

Dr Srideep Mukherjee



4 15 Shankhapradip Ghosh
Assistant Professor of English
Dewanhat Mahavidyalaya, Cooch Behar

16 Ramit Samaddar
Assistant Professor of English
Jadavpur University

17 Riman Rakshit
SACT
Durgapur Women’s College

18 Dr Oindrila Ghosh
Associate Professor of English
Diamond Harbour Women’s University

19 Shankhapradip Ghosh
Timelines Dr Debamitra Kar

Assistant Professor of English
Women’s College Calcutta
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Module 1 : England in the 19th Century

Unit 1  Society, Culture and Politics in Victorian England 9-30

Unit 2  The Industrial Revolution and New Knowledge 31-41

Unit 3  ‘The Never Setting Sun’ – Britain and Her Colonies 42-52

Module 2 : Major Literary Forms

Unit 4  The Victorian Novel 55-63

Unit 5  Victorian Poetry 64-82

Unit 6  Non-Fictional Prose of the Victorian Period 83-92

Unit 7  Women Prose Writers of the Victorian Period 93-104

Module 3: Victorian Poetry

Unit 8  Alfred Lord Tennyson: ‘Ulysses’; ‘Break, Break, Break’ 107-122

Unit 9  Matthew Arnold: ‘Dover Beach; ‘To Marguerite’ 123-138

Unit 10  The Brownings – New Poetic Perceptions 139-152

Unit 11  Robert Browning: ‘My Last Duchess’;
‘Porphyria’s Lover’ 153-169

Unit 12  Elizabeth Barret Browning: ‘I Thought Once …’;
‘The Cry of the Children’ 170-186

Unit 13  Emily Bronte: ‘No Coward Soul is Mine’; ‘Hope’ 187-200

Unit 14  Christina Rossetti. ‘A Dirge’; ‘A Birthday’ 201-210

Course Title: British Literature of the Victorian Period
Course Code: CC-EG-08

UG : English
(HEG)



6  CC-EG-08  NSOUModule 4: Victorian Fictional and Non-Fictional Prose

Unit 15  Charlotte Bronte: Jane Eyre 213-228

Unit 16  Charles Dickens: David Copperfield 229-247

Unit 17  Thomas Hardy – The Confluence of Victorianism
and Modernism 248-264

Unit 18  Thomas Hardy: Far from the Madding Crowd 265-285

Unit 19  Thomas Carlyle: ‘The Hero as Poet’ 286-326

Timeline Chart 327-341
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Module Unit Course Writer              Course Editors
No. No.

1 1 Dr Shinjini Basu Dr Himadri Lahiri
2 Assistant Professor of English Professor of English

Sir Gurudas Mahavidyalaya, Kolkata Netaji Subhas Open University
3 Dr Ashok Sengupta

2 4 Professor of English
Netaji Subhas Open University

5 Dr Subhadeep Ray
6 Associate Professor of English

Bidhan Chandra College, Asansol
3 7 Dr Subham Dutta

8 Assistant Professor of English
Gokhale Memorial Girls’ College,
Kolkata

9 Dr Madhurima Mukhopadhayay
Assistant Professor of English
Amity Institute of English Studies &
Research, Amity University,
Kolkata

10 Iman Ghosh
Assistant Professor of English
Muralidhar Girls’ College, Kolkata

4 11 Dr Anushila Bhattacharya Dr Mahuya Bhaumik
12 Indrani Choudhuri (Dutta) Associate Professor of English

Derozio Memorial College,
Kolkata

13 Dr Amzed Hossain
Professor of English
Aliah University, Kolkata

14 Kushal A. Biswas
Associate Professor of English
Women’s Christian College, Kolkata
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16 Dr Madhurima Mukhopadhayay Professor Himadri Lahiri
17 Dr Srideep Mukherjee Dr Mahuya Bhaumik
18 Associate Professor of English

Netaji Subhas Open University
19
20 Rumela Ganguly Dr Srideep Mukherjee
Format Editing, Design and Layout Dr Srideep Mukherjee

Associate Professor & Head
Dept. of English, NSOU



NETAJI SUBHAS
OPEN UNIVERSITY

Module 1 : The Modern Age: Historical and Social Contexts

Unit 1  Britain at the Turn of the Century: A Historical and
Social Overview 9-26

Unit 2  The First World War: An Overview 27-46
Unit 3  The Second World War: An Overview 47-56

Module 2 : The Modern Age: Intellectual and Cultural Contexts
Unit 4  Modern, Modernity and Modernism 59-76
Unit 5  Science and the Modern World 77-100
Unit 6  Charles Darwin and Sigmund Freud 101-112

Module 3 : The Modern Age: Literary Contexts
Unit 7  Modern Literature – Poetry 115-134
Unit 8  Literature of the First World War 135-148
Unit 9  Women’s Writing: 1900-1945 149-164
Unit 10  Modern Literature – Fiction 165-174

Module 4 : Literature of the Modern Age: Poetry
Unit 11  W. B. Yeats: “Easter 1916”; “An Acre of Grass” 177-192
Unit 12  T. S. Eliot: “Preludes”; “Marina” 193-208
Unit 13  W. H. Auden: “On This Island”; Philip Larkin:

“Church Going” 209-222
Unit 14  Rupert Brooke: “The Soldier”; Wilfred Owen:

“Strange Meeting” 223-238

Course Title : British Literature: The Early 20th Century
Course Code: CC-EG-09

UG : English
(HEG)



Module 5 : Literature of the Modern Age: Prose

Unit 15  D. H. Lawrence: Sons and Lovers 241-266

Unit 16  Virginia Woolf: Mrs Dalloway 267-286

Unit 17  James Joyce: “Araby” 287-300

Unit 18  Katherine Mansfield: “The Fly” 301-312

Unit 19  George Orwell: “Shooting an Elephant” 313-324

Unit 20  Towards Postmodernism 325-342
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Proposed Syllabus Details for Generic Electives (GE) – 4  

 

GE No. on 
NSOU 
CBCS 

Course Title Texts/ 
Components 

Thematic Module & subsequent Unit-wise Syllabus 
Details 

 
 

GE-EG-11 

Reading, 
Writing, and 
Comprehens
ion Skills 

 Module 1: Introduction to Reading and Writing 
Processes  
Unit 1: Basics of Grammar and Punctuation  
Unit 2: Classification of Words and Sentence 
Construction 
Unit 3: Basic Level Translation from L1 to L2  
Unit 4: Reading Comprehension of Passages  
Unit 5: Official Letter Writing, Email, Memo  
Unit 6: Précis Writing 
Unit 7: Creative Writing, Paragraphs and Essays  
Module 2: Academic Writing  
Unit 8: Academic Writing for the Humanities   
Unit 9: Academic Writing for the Social Sciences  
Unit 10: Co-relating Reading with Writing in Different 
Genres  
Unit 11: Identifying Main Ideas & Supporting Evidence 
in a Text   
Unit 12: Linking Ideas and Writing Definitions   
Module 3: Argument Structuring  
Unit 13: Approaching Texts – Inference and Analysis   
Unit 14: Writing Short Description from Visual 
Information  
Unit 15: Writing Introductions and Conclusions to 
Long Compositions  
Unit 16: Identifying Key Areas for Discussion in Texts  
Unit 17: Writing a Project Proposal 
Module 4: Citing Resources  
Unit 18: Incorporating References in a Text  
Unit 19: The Necessity of Citing Resources  
Unit 20: Basic Citation Style sheets in Humanities    
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GE No. on 
NSOU 
CBCS 

Course Title Texts/ 
Components 

Thematic Module & subsequent Unit-wise 
Syllabus Details 

GE-EG-31 Text and 
Performance 

 Module 1: Text  
Unit 1: Text – Origins, Definitions, Classification, 
Evolution  
Unit 2: Text as “Scalpel” – Jerzy Grotowski’s Model  
Unit 3: Sexual/ Textual Politics – Reading Toril Moi  
Unit 4: Text and Performance  
Module 2: Performance  
Unit 5: Performance – Definition, Scopes, and Nature  
Unit 6: Performance and Ritual 
Unit 7: Performance and Gender   
Unit 8: The Transformative Power of Performance  
Unit 9: Politics and Performance 
Module 3: Performance and Theatre   
Unit 10: Historical Periods and Development of 
Theatre Forms  
Unit 11: Overview of Western and Indian Theatre 
Unit 12: Classical European Theatre 
Unit 13: Classical Indian Drama  
Unit 14: Types of Theatre – Semiotics of Performative 
Spaces  
Unit 15: The Actor as Agent in Theatre  
Module 4: Theories of Performance  
  
Unit 16: Theorists of the 19th Century – Konstantin 
Stanislavski, Bertolt Brecht  
Unit 17: Theorists of the 20th Century – (Europe) 
Victor Turner, Eugenio Barba, (America) Erving 
Goffman, Marvin Calson  
 
Module 5: Illustrating Text to Performance  
Unit 18: A Doll’s House directed by Patrick Garland  
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GE No. on 
NSOU 
CBCS 

Course Title Texts/ 
Components 

Thematic Module & subsequent Unit-wise 
Syllabus Details 

GE-EG-41 Language 
and 
Linguistics 

Akmajian, H. et 
al. 
1996.  Linguistic
s -- An 
Introduction to 
Language and 
Communication
. New Delhi, 
Prentice-Hall of 
India. 
 
Board of 
Editors. 
2015. Linguistics
: An 
Introduction, 
Hyderabad: 
Orient 
Blackswan. 
 
Palmer, F.R. 
1983. Grammar. 
Harmondswort
h, Penguin 
Book. 
Yule, 
George. The 
Study of 
Language. 2016. 
Cambridge, 
CUP.  
 

Module 1: Basics of Linguistics  
Unit 1: Definition, Scope, Levels and Branches of 
Linguistics 
Unit 2: Language- Definition and Features 
Unit 3: Spoken and Written English 
Unit 4: Second Language Acquisition  
Module 2: Language Varieties  
Unit 5: Dialect and Non-Standard Varieties 
Unit 6: Standard English, Style & Register  
Unit 7: Style and Register - Types and Features of 
Language  
Unit 8: Pidgin and Creole  
Unit 9: Indian English 
Module 3: Morphology  
Unit 10: Definition and Scope  
Unit 11: Types of Morphemes  
Unit 12: Morphological Processes  
Unit 13: Morphological Description and Analysis  
Module 4: Syntax  
Unit 14: Definition and scope 

Unit 15: Structural Grammar- Background, IC 
Analysis/PS rules 
Unit 16: Transformation Generative Grammar  
Module 5: Phonetics  
Unit 17: What is Phonetics, Organs of Speech, 
Phonemes  
Unit 18: English Consonants and Vowels  
Unit 19: Syllable Division and Stress  
Unit 20: Intonation 
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