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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

Established in 1997 by West Bengal State Legislature Act XIX
(1997) as the State Open University that was to impart
education in the Distance mode, Netaji Subhas Open
University (NSOU) has made a sustained mark in the
education scenario with its avowed mission of “Reaching the
Unreached”. With the recognition of apex bodies like the UGC,
the former Distance Education Council, the Rehabilitation
Council of India (RCI), the NCTE and now the UGC-DEB, NSOU
has emerged as a force to reckon with in terms of empowering
a wide cross section of society through education with its
multiple options.

The essence of an Open University lies in upholding academic
standards at par with the best in the industry, both in curricular
patterns and research endeavours, which shall, however, be
devoid of the rigours of fixed hours. Additionally, the
employability factor is a prime consideration in the designing of
courses. At NSOU over the years, we have been catering to a very
heterogeneous learner base both in terms of age group and
socio-economic groups and backgrounds. Given all these factors,
the matrix of our operations includes both conventional
academic areas as also vocational courses that are aimed at skill -
specific development of human resources.

As an Open University, NSOU operates through its network of
Study Centres which number 98 for UG and PG Courses, 13 for
B.Ed Spl Course and 30 For Vocational Courses. Through a total
of 141 centres that are spread all across the state of West
Bengal, the University reaches out to its huge learner base
that has now crossed the 3 lakh mark. In terms of
administrative infrastructure, we have, in this while, made
certain very major strides that have augmented our capacity
to sustain the mega outreach that has with time become both
our responsibility and our commitment.

This Annual Report for 2013-14 is conceived as a balance
sheet wherein the aim has been to attempt a realistic
appraisal of our challenges and achievements during the
period under study.
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RECOGNITION:
UGC-DEB:

Continuation of recognition for offering programmes in Open &
Distance Learning (ODL) mode for the academic year 2013-14 Vide
Memo No.: F.No. DEB/NSOU/KKT/WB/09 Dated 21" August,2013.

Continuation of recognition for offering programmes in Open &
Distance Learning (ODL) mode for the academic year 2008-13 Vide
Memo No.: F.No. DEC/OU/Recog/2008 Dated_08.04.2008.

Continuation of recognition for offering programmes in Open &
Distance Learning (ODL) mode for the academic year 1997-08 Vide
Memo No.: F.No DEC/NSOU/KKT/WB/09 Dated_11.11.2009.

Government of West Bengal:

The University is recognized by Govt. of West Bengal vide letter
No.316-SE(Aptt.) dated 21 March 2000 and 501-SE(A)/10M-51/99

dated 15 May 2000.

MEMBERSHIP

v Association of Indian Universities (AlU)

4 Commonwealth of Learning (COL) Canada

4 Asian Association of Open Universities (AAOU)

v Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU)

UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES:

Headquarters of all administrative works, Netaji Subhas Open University,
DD-26, Sector-l, Salt Lake City, Kolkata - 700 064, Phone : +91 33 4066
3220, Fax : +91 33 4066 3224. (Kindly refer to details of shifting to this
Campus from the previous address at 1, Woodburn Park, Kolkata —
700020 in the later section)

School of Sciences, Publication Department, Netaji Subhas Open
University, 1st Floor, K2, Bidhannagar Fire Station, Sector-V, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata - 700 091. Phone : +91 33 2357 2947, 2357 7644 & 2357-7491

School of Education, 25/2, Ballygunge Circular Road, Kolkata-
700019, Phone : +91 33 4004 7568, 4004 7570, 4004 7571, FAX: 033
4004 7569

Office of the Controller of Examinations, Netaji Subhas Open
University, 2nd Floor, 134/1, Meghnad Saha Sarani, Kolkata - 700
029, Phone:+9133 24630292, Fax:+91 33 24656936
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Transmission Centre of FM Channel Gyan Vani, Netaji Subhas Open
University, 24/8, Garcha 1st Lane, Kolkata - 700 019, Phone : +91
33 2454 5524

Store for Study Materials, Netaji Subhas Open University, Ben Fish
Bhavan, Salt Lake City, Sector-V, Kolkata - 700 091. Shifted to
Kalyani Green Campus in mid 2014.

REGIONAL CENTRE

The University has a Regional Centre and Green Campus running at
Kalyani, Dist: Nadia. The Director, School of Humanities & Social
Sciences has additional responsibility of the Campus in Charge of this
Regional Centre and Campus. Existing infrastructure includes a fully
furnished 2 storeyed Regional Centre with enhanced internet
connectivity under NMEICTE project. Besides, the campus also has a 2
storeyed building for Vocational Studies allotted to the School of
Vocational Studies; and a 2 stored Administrative Building.
Construction work is in progress for housing all Schools of Studies in the
Administrative Building. Apart from this, a project to construct a
warehouse for the Stores Dept. is also in progress. Presently, the Stores
section houses its Study Materials (SLM's) on the ground floor of the
Academic Building. The address details of the Regional Centre are:

Netaji Subhas Open University, Regional Centre
(University's first eco-friendly green campus)
Kalyani Ghoshpara, Kalyani - 741 235.

Phone : +91 33 2502 5066

Upcoming Regional Centres: Given the wide outreach of NSOU, the
need for developing Regional Centres with a view to decentralizing
daily administrative activities and catering to the needs of learners was
a long-felt necessity. Accordingly, the present administration had
initiated a dialogue with the Govt. of West Bengal and 2.87 acres of
land was received at Jalpaiguri in North Bengal and 5 acres of land at
Durgapur in South Bengal. The University approached the Chief
Engineer, Social Sector PW Directorate to prepare a project estimate
and to execute the construction work. The proposal was accepted and
both estimates were received by mid July, 2014. The Social Sector, PW
Directorate has taken up implementation of both projects and
construction work is progressing steadily at both these centres.
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REPORT OF THE 9TH CONVOCATION

The last quarter of 2013 and thereby the year itself ended on a high
for NSOU as it marked the organization of the 9" Convocation at the
Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre (EZCC) at Salt Lake City, Kolkata.

The occasion was graced by the Chancellor, His Excellency the
Governor of West Bengal, Shri M.K. Narayanan, who in his
Presidential Address aptly defined the horizons of this State Open
University of West Bengal in spreading the light of knowledge to the
farthest corners of the state. The Chief Guest at the event was
Professor Ved Prakash, Chairman, University Grants Commission. In
his Convocation Address, Professor Ved Prakash dwelt at length on
the widening horizons of the Open University system in India at a
time when the UGC had just taken over the regulatory functions of
the erstwhile Distance Education Council.

As recommended by the Executive Council and confirmed by the
Chancellor, NSOU was privileged to confer the degrees of Doctor of
Letters, honoris causa upon Professor Anisuzzaman from
Bangladesh and Professor Sankha Ghosh from Kolkata, India; both
celebrated poets, noted academics and social thinkers. Similar
degrees of Doctor of Science, honoris causa were conferred upon
noted scientist Professor Bikash Sinha and eminent statistician
Professor Jayanta Kumar Ghosh, the latter in absentia.

Atotal number of 41 candidates received their degrees for Doctor of
Philosophy in Arts, Commerce and Management, and a total of 13
candidates for their degrees for Doctor of Philosophy in
Environmental Science, Mathematics, Computer Science and
Geography. All other degrees acquired by learners were conferred in
absentia.

DEPARTMENT OF STUDY CENTRES

The Department of Study Centres of the University bears the
responsibility of controlling and supervising activities related to
administrative, academic and financial matters of the Study Centres,
which in turn are the most important conduit for the University's
outreach and its mission of “Reaching the Unreached”. Given below
is a diagrammatic representation of different categories of Study
Centres that are geographically scattered throughout the state from
the Himalayasinthe north to the Bay of Bengal in the south:
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NUMBER OF STUDY CENTRES PROGRAMME WISE

B Conventional
® Non-Conventional
183 1 B.Ed.(SEDE)

B.Ed.(ODL)

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDY CENTRES IN DIFFERENT DISTRICTS (For SC
of Conventional Courses Only)

25 23

m Year 1998 m Year 2013

New Study Centre(s) Opened During 2013-14:

New Study Centres opened during 2013-2014

sl Code Year of

. Name of the Study Centres . inception
1 | Shamaprasad College J-07 2013
2 | Sital Kuchi College J-08 2013
3 | Ramananda College J-09 2014
4 | Jhargram Raj College ( Girl's Wing) J-10 2014
5 | Savitri College K-01 2014
6 | Maharaja Nandakumar Mahavidyalaya K-02 2014




Head Wise Grants Released to Study Centre During this Period:

Expenditure Head Wise
Maintenance | Lab-based | Personal Admission | Computer | Computer | Total
Grants to Practical | Contact Sharing ( Training | Training | (C) (Rs)
Year Study for Programme | PG and UG) | PG (Rs) BDP(Rs)

Centres (Rs) | Science (PCP)(Rs) with Study

subjects Centre

(Rs) concerned

(Rs)
e | | carsi2| 0| aonwoo| o] seson | sz
2014 26441600 4257642 5123800 2080400 89000 141000 | 38133442

Modalities adopted from the session 2013-2014 (For SC of
Conventional Courses Only).

v' Maintenance Grants are sanctioned under three broad heads
Remuneration
Counselling
Contingency

v' The Study Centres are free to select their own staff pattern
within the allotted budget of the University while each centre
shall have to engage one coordinator, the other staff may be
decided according to requirement of each centre.

v Counselors to be appointed by the college authority following
University Guideline, intimation of which to be given to the
University.

Feedback Mechanism: The success of functioning of Study
Centres and improvements thereof, being an ongoing process
which can only be achieved by the cooperation of all Study
Centres concerned, the University evolved a feedback
mechanism to collect reports incrementally. The broad heads
for this included counselor approval, maintenance of asset
Register, lifting of obsolete and damaged study materials from
the Study Centres, maintenance of Stock Register of Study
Materials etc. With able support from the centres, this
mechanism hasyielded good results.

ADMINISTRATION
Administrative Initiatives Taken:

» Inauguration of NSOU's own City campus: The shifting of the
Headquarters of the University from its previous address at 1,
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Woodburn Park, Kolkata — 700020 where it shared space with
the Netaji Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS) to its present location
at DD — 26, Sector — 1, Salt Lake City, Kolkata — 700064 on 1"
March 2014 has been a major landmark.

> Revision of First Statutes: In exercise of the power conferred
under sub-section (2) of Section 42 of the Netaji Subhas Open
University Act, 1997 (West Ben. Act XIX of 1997) as amended by
West Ben. Act XXX of 2012, “Netaji Subhas Open University First
Statutes (Revised) 2014” was brought into effect on 9" July 2014
vide Higher Edu. Dept. Memo No. 743-Edn (U)/NSOU-01/13
dated 09.07.2014.

» NSOU was chosen the nodal university by the Higher Education
Department, Govt. of West Bengal to conduct 2 years Teachers
Training Programme for 29,515 untrained in-service teachers in
Govt. and Govt. aided schools as per the mandate of NCFTE2009
and RTE, 2009. The said programme was approved by NCTE.

> Initiation of Recruitment Modalities: Accordingly recruitment of
four(4) officers and three(3) Non Teaching staff was done during
this period. The process to recruit teaching faculty in various
departments was also initiated during this period.

» Constitution of Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) vide
Memo. No. Reg/588 dated 12.08.2014.

INFRASTRUCTURE

G+6 Urban Campus at Salt Lake with total floor area of
approximately 2750 sq.m was completed and started functioning.
Construction work of the four storied academic and administrative
building of total covered area 3628 sq. m was completed.
Infrastructural support work for both the city campus and Green
campus at Kalyani has been undertaken and is likely to be provided
very soon. Advanced technological support under NME-ICT has
already been provided in Kalyani green campus and campus LAN
under this project is in progress. Construction work of a warehouse
for the Stores Dept. is also in progress. Apart from this, as already
mentioned construction work of the two upcoming regional centres
at Durgapur and Jalpaiguri has begun. Initiatives are being taken to
put up state of the art laboratories, library and audio visual studios as
part of the learner support system.
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ICTINITIATIVES

Use of ICT in daily administrative activity: While student registration
and admissions are partly offline, owing to non-availability of internet
resources at learners' end in some remote areas, the University
encourages learners in principle to participate in admission
procedures through online mechanisms. Since 2012 the University
had switched over to online admission system for its Bachelor Degree
Programs (BDP Programs) and from the beginning of 2013 Post
Graduate admissions are also being conducted through the online
mode. Internally, office administration and finance, academic
activities, evaluation and student support systems are managed by
ICT.

ACADEMICS: Schools of Studies

School of Humanities and Social Sciences:

Singularly the largest School of the University both in terms of
number of courses on offer and learner enrolment figures, the
School has made a deft blend of teaching-learning processes and
wide research orientation, thus exploring the possibilities inherent
in ODL to the hilt. Members of the faculty have undertaken research
projects that make a dexterous mix of ODL pedagogy and core
academic pursuits. The details may be followed up in the individual
faculty profiles that follow. The School has developed its own
extensive library at the Kalyani campus. There is also a good
collection of e resources that faculty have used extensively.

Courses on offer

BDP in Bengali, English, History, Sociology, Economics, Political
Science, Public Administration and Commerce

PG in Bengali, English, ELT, History, Political Science, Public
Administration, Social Work, Commerce, Library and Information
Science

PG Diploma, Certificate Courses in Journalism and Mass
Communication, Human Rights, English for Communication, Public
Relations and Advertising

2" Degree Program in Library Science (BLISc)
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Statistics of Enrolled Learners

Total No. of Students-15,286 enrolled in
Bachelor Degree Programmes

Male-62% Female-38%

Total No. of Students Admitted in Post
Graduate Programmes-7947

= Male = Female

Male-51% Female-49%

Category wise Distribution in Post
Graduate Programmes

A

m General mSC = ST =mOBC

General-61% SC-20%
ST-5% OBC-14%

Categorywise Distribution in Bachelor
Degree Programmes

RN

w General mSC =ST = OBC

General-61% SC-20%
ST-5% OBC-14%
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School of Sciences:

The use of modern technology in innovating teaching-learning
processes in the ODL mode has been the forte of the School of
Sciences. In addition to the existing laboratory facilities, the School is
developing advanced facilities at its Kalyani campus. The faculty of
the School have engaged themselves in active research and
publication work.

Courses on offer
BDP —Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Geography, Zoology, Botany
PG —Mathematics, Geography and Zoology

Statistics of Enrolled Learners

Total Admitted in Bachelor Degree Progammes-

2461 Male-77% Female-23%

= Male  ® Female

Total Admitted in Post Graduate Programmes-

703. Male-66% Female-34%

=Male  ® Female

Categorywise Distribution in Post Graduate Genera|-64% SC-20%
Programmes
ST-3% OBC-14%

Categorywise D\{;:;l;l:::‘:‘::fache\or Degree Genera|-57% SC-24%
‘, ST-3% OBC-15%

General wSC »5T wOBC
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School of Education

A new School was established from 2013 onwards primarily to
meet the Herculean challenge of training in-service teachers as
mandated by RTE 2009 and since NSOU was identified as the
nodal university in West Bengal by the Department of Higher
Education, GoWB, to provide such training. the School of
Education (SoE) has risen very well to its task.

Courses on offer
MA in Education, B.Ed (Spl Education through Distance Mode),
B.Ed ODL for In-Service teachers

Statistics of Learners Enrolled

Total Admitted in Second Degree Programme -B.Ed.

(SEDE) -483 Male-65% Female-35%

Total Admitted in Post Graduate Programmes-1011

Male-58% Female-42%

= Male = Female

Categorywise Distribution in Post Graduate General-64% SC-20%
Programmes
ST-3% OBC-14%

§

uGeneral wSC % ST wOBC

Categorywise Distributicn in B.Ed {SEDE) General-56% SC-25%
ST-5% OBC-14%

§

mGeneral #SC wST wOBC
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School of Vocational Studies

With the establishment of the School of Vocational Studies out of
what was earlier the Dept. of Non Conventional Courses in 2013,
NSOU makes a renewed pledge to the importance of skill based
vocational education as atool of empowerment.

Courses on offer

1

2
3
4
5

O 00 N O

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23

Post Graduate Diploma in Export-Import Management

Post Graduate Diplomain Psychological Counselling

Post Graduate Diploma in Hospital Front Office Management
Post Graduate Diploma in Cardiovascular Sonography

Post Graduate Diploma in Apparel Designing and Fashion
Technology

Post Graduate Diplomain Needle Work & Knitting

Post Graduate Diplomain Taxation

Post Graduate Diploma in Modern Office Management
Post Graduate Diplomain Journalism & Mass Communication
Post Graduate Diplomain English Language Teaching
Post Graduate Diplomain Public Relation and Advertising
Post Graduate Diploma in Retail Management

Post Graduate Diplomain Disaster Risk Management
Post Graduate Diplomain Sports & Competitive Yoga
Post Graduate Diplomain Physician Assistant

Diplomain Safety Skills & Security Management
Diplomain Pre-Primary Teachers Training

Diploma in Entrepreneurship Development & Small Business
Management

Diplomain Medical Laboratory Technology

Diplomain Nature Therapy

Tailoring & Dress Designing (Basic Course)

Tailoring & Dress Designing (Advanced Certificate Course)

Tailoring & Dress Designing (Advanced Diploma Course)
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24 Diplomain DTP & Networking

25 Diplomain Fitness Management

26 Tailoring & Dress Designing (Basic Course)

27 Tailoring & Dress Designing (Advanced Certificate Course)
28 Tailoring & Dress Designing (Advanced Diploma Course)
29 Certificate of Human Rights

30 Certificate of English for Communication

31 Certificatein Organic Agriculture and Horticulture

New Programmes Launched:

PG Diplomain e-Accounting and Financial Management
Diplomain Pre-Primary Teachers'Education —Montessori
Diplomain Fitness Management

Certificate in Foreign Languages

New Memorandums of Understanding Signed:

Bijoy Krishna Girls' College, Howrah

Maharani Kasiswari College, Kolkata

Sarojini College, Kolkata

Vidyasagar Foundation, Purulia

Liebigs Agro Chem Pvt Ltd, Howrah

Cd' AGlobal Language Centre, Salt Lake, Kolkata

Raiganj Institute of Inspiration and Livelihood Generation, Uttar
Dinajpur

Al Ameen Memorial Minority College, Joynagar, 24 Parganas (S)

Agami Nirman 2003, Sarsuna, Kolkata




Statistics of Learners Enrolled

Total Admitted -1487
Male-55% Female-45%

u Male = Female

Categorywise Distribution in Vocational Courses
gonywise Bistribution : . General-66% SC-15%

ST-5% OBC-14%

>

mGeneral #SC ST mOBC

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Women Harassment Prevention Cell: In pursuance of the Supreme
Court Mandate and UGC Directive, Netaji Subhas Open University
has constituted Women Harassment Prevention Cell in order to deal
with the complaints of sexual harassment of women employees in
the different campuses of the University. Since its formation the cell
has organized seminars and workshops to sensitize employees and
people atlarge to the various gender related issues.

RTI: Netaji Subhas Open university has an active Right to
Information Act Cell that functions in contiguity with the
Students'Grievance Redressal Cell. The Assistant Director, Study
Centres, functions as the State Public Information Officer, while the
Registrar is the Appellate authority. The number of RTI issues
addressed during this period is 80 approx. The nature of inquiries
primarily relate to evaluation of answer scripts and marks received.

The School of Vocational Studies has established Village Knowledge
Centres (VKC) in different districts of the state for the benefit of the
students. The students of the University get free internet facilities
for the academic purposes at many such centres.
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LEARNER ENROLMENT: FACTS AND FIGURES
» Admission & Awarding Data:

Admissions | Degree | Diploma Certificate | Others

25,034 1284 804 2261
Awards Degree | Diploma Certificate | Others
4302 1028 731 1070

REPORT ON FINANCE FOR FY.-2013-14
DEPARTMENT of FINANCE

Reporting for FY 2013-14

Netaji Subhas Open University was established in 1997 with the
objective to reach the unreached in the field of education through
Open Distance Learning, a new mode of imparting education.
Fortunately, NSOU got huge response from the community at large
throughout West Bengal, but the University in its infancy had very
limited infrastructural facilities. The Finance Department was also
suffering from lack of proper infrastructure. With limited human
resources the Finance Department was trying its utmost to keep
pace with the rapid growth.

For developing adequate infrastructure to strengthen the academic
activities of the University including the construction of buildings at
the Salt Lake and Kalyani campuses, the Finance Department has
extended full cooperation, particularly in procuring funds from State
Government and Distance Education Bureau (DEB), a new wing of
the UGC, New Delhi and in duly disbursing the same. The State
Government and DEB have also been generous with their financial
assistance towards development of infrastructure — both in
academicand other areas.

Aset of guidelines for financial functions and financial rules has been
enjoined in FY. 2012-13 effective from 5" November, 2012. These
guidelines and rules are in broad conformity with those of DEB,
IGNOU and GoWB.
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NSOU receives financial assistance from the Higher Education Dept,
GoWB towards disbursement of salary of employees and part of
contingency expenses, development of infrastructure — including
construction of building. A synoptic statement of such grants is
given below for the Financial Year 2013-14.

Financial WB Distance Other Income | Expenses
Year Government | Education Council
(New Delhi)

2013-14 | 513,23,200 |  3,30,00,000 6,10,46,930 | 14,43,61,948

Be it noted that U. Cs in respect of the above stated funds have
already been submitted to the respective authorities in time.

The Fin. Department regularly issues computerized (a) PF Statements
and (b) Salary Slips to all employees. In the month of May, 2013 all
required computations in the prescribed slips / statements along with
filled in statutory formats for the F. Y. 2008-09 to 2012-13 for 5 years in
respect of claim of interest on deposits by 53 permanent faculties and
staff of the University were submitted to the Directorate of Pension,
Provident Fund & Group Insurance, Finance Department, Purta Bhaban
(2" Floor), Salt Lake, Kolkata—700091. In March, 2014 we have received
from the Directorate of Pension an Order vide No: 0856 /PF /DPPG UNV
/KOL-01 /2013 /1342 dated 06-03-2014 in which allotment of a sum of
Rs. 30, 73, 132/- was made out of the Provisions under the Head: “2049-
Interest Payments-60 Interest on Other Obligations-101-Interest on
Deposits Non-plan-002-45-charged” of EMPLOYEES OF UNIVERSITIES
for the current year's budget in favour of the Finance Officer, Netaji
Subhas Open University. The amount representing interest accrued on
Provident Fund balance as on 31-03-2013 has been duly credited to the
Provident Fund Deposit Account of the University maintained in the
Kolkata Pay & Accounts Office - 1l, P-1, Hyde Lane, and Kolkata 700073.

For the smooth running and functioning of all study centres
disbursement of funds in favour of study centre(s) through RTGS has
beenintroduced fromtheF.Y.2013-14.

Itis felt by this Dept. that the fees for different courses which were fixed
by the University well over a decade ago, should be considered for
upward rivision by the competent authority.
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