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CENTRE FOR SOCIAL STUDIES, SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

International Webinar on
Caste, Social Formation and Political Mobilization

Concept Note

Caste and caste-based practices are understood to be predominantly associated with the Indian
subcontinent and broadly Hinduism. This structural, exclusionary process operates on entrenched,
subconscious notions of heritable hierarchy, trans-historically modified by capitalism,
environmental progressions, liberal democratization, globalization and other complex socio-
economic processes. The changing dynamics of these complex social patterns are equally
susceptible to postmodern discourses of categories and identities, decolonial and postcolonial
critical movements and political imaginaries that range from reification of status quo to

challenging the immutability of the nation state.

In this backdrop, contemporary critical scholarship is looking to problematize and critique
traditional epistemologies of caste and its relational proxies such as race, ethnicity etc. For
instance, Wilkerson in her recent work Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents, offers caste as a
mode of analysis to decode other hierarchical social arrangements premised on birth, heredity and
other immutable neutral facts. She locates this inquiry in the Third Reich’s subjugation of the Jews
and structural racism in contemporary American praxis and history using caste as a problématique.

This evolving account of caste as a mode of analysis allows for a broader, textured and



intersectional conversations between caste and other hierarchical social formations that operate on

human subordination and devaluation, particularly within and across cultural contexts.

With the explicit accounts of structural inequality that have been laid bare with the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic, issues of exclusion, stratification, domination and mobilization have become critical
to engage with and address. In particular, the post pandemic dynamics of caste and interpolation
of political and social factors have raised pertinent questions of structural oppression, access to
health, income and employment, relations of power and production, sustainability and human

development.

To take this conversation forward, The Centre for Social Studies (NSOUCSS), School of Social
Sciences, Netaji Subhas Open University is organizing an International Webinar on Caste, Social
Formations and Political Mobilization and inviting original papers / research articles related but

not limited to the following themes:

@ Historical interrogation and/or accounts of caste

Caste, cultural and social formations

Political movements around caste and caste-based practices
Anti-caste resistance movements and approaches
Economic reflections on caste induced hierarchies
Intersectional reflections on caste and other identities

Covid-19 and its impact on caste and caste-based formulations

Caste, human development and the pandemic predicament

Submission Guidelines:

The title of the article should be bold, centered and typed in capital letters in 14-point Times

New Roman Font.

The author(s) details i.e., full name, designation, name of the organization, city, pin, state
country e-mail 1D, contact details i.e., mobile/landline phone numbers, in 11-point Times New
Roman should be centered below the title.



Abstract including keywords must not exceed 350 words, 12 Times New Roman, double

spaced. It should be in fully justified and italicized text. It should highlight research

background, methodology, major finding(s) and conclusion in brief.

Authors must mention 6-8 keywords. Key words should be listed alphabetically separated by

commas and full stop at the end.

- Upon intimation of selection of abstracts, authors may submit their full papers. The manuscript

must not be more than 4000 words. It should be single spaced, Times New Roman font

12 point with 1-inch margin on all four sides.
All tables and figures should be incorporated into the body of the paper.

The authors should list all references alphabetically at the end of the paper in APA style
(6th edition).

Plagiarism to be checked following the stipulations of UGC. Plagiarism report and author’s

declaration must be attached with the soft copy of the full paper.
Important Dates:
Tentative Date of International Webinar: 14 March 2022*

* Final date to be declared shortly

Date of Submission of Abstracts: 16" January 2022

Date of Intimation of Selected Abstracts: 215t January 2022

Last Date of online Registration: 315t January 2022

Date of Full Paper Submission: 20t February 2022

Last Date of submission of Registration fees: 27" February 2022

Date of Submission of PPT: 7th March 2022



Publication:

Amongst the papers/research articles invited for presentation at the International Webinar, selected
papers will be subsequently published, after Double Blind Peer Review process, in an Edited
Volume (with ISBN number). The Academic Committee will select the papers for presentation.

The Editorial Board will however reserve the right to accept/reject any paper for publication.

International Webinar Registration Fees for participants:

Category I: Only participation Rs.300.00

(E-certificate for participation will be provided, Hard copy of book will not be given)
Category Il: Paper presenter(s) Rs.1500* per author

(E-certificate for presentation will be provided and one hard copy of book will be given
to each contributor)

*The selected authors and participants will receive bank details for submission of
registration fees, through email.

For any further information one may contact:
Debajit Goswami, Organizing Secretary & Assistant Professor of Public Administration,
School of Social Sciences, NSOU at debajit007 @wbnsou.ac.in

Registration Link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSdzMol vwOhXO0tPBtCigys
5B9QiVntwmO0Ock3pk4LZAns8EJ9g/viewform?usp=sf link
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