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NETAJI SUBHAS OPEN UNIVERSITY 
School of Social Sciences 

DD 26, Sector – I, Salt Lake, Kolkata – 700064 
Website: www.wbnsou.ac.in 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Call for Paper  

 
One-Day UGC-DEB Sponsored National Level Seminar 

 
Title of the Seminar 

Gender, Culture, Politics: Bengal in the 20th Century - 
Open Distance Initiative  

Date: 24th September, 2016  
Venue:  Seminar Hall, Netaji Subhas Open University, DD-26 Salt Lake, 
Kolkata-64. 
 

Concept note: 

The twentieth century Bengal occupies an interesting position in the history, culture and 
politics of India.  In recent years, it has also emerged as a major site of debate and 
deliberations among the scholars’, sociologists, historians and experts’ of other fields of 
social sciences. Recent historical interpretations have made significant contributions and 
more imaginative micro-study in the realm of gender, culture and politics to locate and 
identify the specificities of regional historical experiences. The Bengali society witnessed 
long-term transformation in the 19th and 20th centuries as a result of the introduction of 
colonial rule.  As a result of this transformative process, the women questions had emerged in 
19th century India as distinctly articulated discourse. The most interesting point is that it was 
a public discourse. 

In 20th century Bengal, the women penetrated in the male dominated public life more 
strongly. The presence of the women was felt not only in the political sphere of nationalism, 
but also in the wider arena of left politics. Most interestingly, the women also appeared as a 
strong social force beyond the circle of the organized politics. It was in the subaltern politics 
of resistance, the women played most critical role in radicalizing the protest movement.   

The higher caste elites were able to monopolize the nationalist politics of Bengal in the first 
two decades of 20th century. They however had lost their domination in mass nationalists’ 
movement during the 1930s.The emergence of the caste movement constituted an important 
watershed in the history of nationalism in Bengal in the decades late 1930s and 1940s. The 
Bengal Partition was also an extremely important event which produced new social, political 
and cultural processes in the state. The transition towards a decolonized political form 
brought new groups in to the public sphere of newly constituted state, that is, West Bengal. 
The introduction of universal adult franchise also created new types of dynamism and 
popular participation in the political perspectives of West Bengal. The politics of protest also 



Page 2 of 4 
 

took new turn in the decades after independence. It generated new research questions in the 
academic circle.  

Objectives: 

The primary objective of this seminar is to provide an open discussion platform for 
academicians, researchers, and scholars in a collaborative environment to present and discuss 
issues on gender, Culture and politics in the historical perspectives of the 20th century Bengal. 
Our most important task is to pay attention to create an academic environment in which new 
perceptions and new ideas may be articulated by the presenters, experts and participants. 
Finally, our aspiration is that the seminar will create a bridge between conventional 
researchers and the thinkers, scholars and researchers who are kind of non-conventional or 
open thinker. 

Subthemes: 
 Society 
Culture 
Education 
Gender 
Politics of Protest 
People at Margins 
 
Important Dates: 
 

 Last date for Full Paper submission: 10th August, 2016 
 Acceptance/Rejection of papers will be notified by 15th August, 2016 
 Last date for registration: 05 September, 2016 

 

Paper Submission:   

 Order:    Author details—Title of the Paper---Abstract ----Key Words----Body----
Conclusion----References------Appendices  

 Author details: Name, email, designation, affiliated instruction, mobile no. 
 Key words: seven 
 Full paper: 3000 words without references 
 Abstract: 150-200 words 
 Format: front size 12, Times Roman, Microsoft Office Word.  
 Line space: 1.0, page- A4. 
 Please follow APA format for citation 
 For Example: 

Author's name (last name, first and any middle initials). (Date of Internet 
publication). Document title. Where available: URL (or other retrieval 
information). Retrieval date. 
Shapiro, H. (1999). Professional Communications. Available: 
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http://www1.esc.edu/personalfac/hshapiro/professional_communications/defa
ult.htm [November 6, 2001]. 

Book 
An online book may be the electronic text of part or all of a printed book, or a book-
length document available only on the Internet (e.g. a work of hyperfiction). 
Bryant, P. (1999). Biodiversity and Conservation. [Online]. Available: 

http://darwin.bio.uci.edu/~sustain/bio65/Titlepage.htm [October 4, 1999]. 
Article in an electronic journal (ejournal) 
Fine, M., and Kurdek, L.A. (1993, March 9). Reflections on determining authorship 

credit and authorship order on faculty-student collaborations. 
Available:American Psychologist. 48. 1141-1147 
http://www.apa.org/journals/amp/kurdek.html [June 7, 1999]. 

Article in an electronic magazine (ezine) 
Adler, J. (1999, May 17). Ghost of Everest. Available: Newsweek: 

http://newsweek.com/nwsrv/issue/20_99a/printed/us/so/so0120_1.htm [May 
19, 1999]. 

Newspaper article 
Azar, B., & Martin, S. (1999, October). APA's Council of Representatives endorses 

new standards for testing, high school psychology. Available: APA Monitor. 
http://www.apa.org/monitor/inl.html [October 7,1999]. 

Government publication 
Bush, G. (1989, April 12). Principles of ethical conduct for government officers and 

employees. Exec. Order No. 12674. Pt. 1. Available: 
http://www.usoge.gov/exorders/eol2674.html [November 18, 1997]. 

E-mail. (Simply include a reference to the date sent and the subject heading) 
Ward, Neil (nwar@asia.com). (2001, October 22). Tutoring Japanese students. E-mail 

to Shirley Jackson (sjacks55@lottery.com). 
However, if the E-mail source is a consistently retrievable, subscriber-based 
journal or other text/document on E-mail, include it in the reference page as 
follows: 
Funder, D. C. (1994, March). Judgmental process and content: Commentary of 

Koehler on base-rate [9 paragraphs]. Psycoloquy [On-line serial], 5, (17). 
Available E-mail: psyc@pucc Message: Get psyc 94-xxxx 

 
 
 

 
Registration Fee:   Rs. 500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred only) for each participant. In case of 
joint or more than two authors of a single paper, each participant has to pay the Registration 
Fee of Rs. 500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred only).  
Registration Fee should be made through NEFT/ RTGS mode only. (Cash Payment/Bank 
Draft will not be entertained in any way).  
The Bank Details and Registration Procedure will be intimated to the participants in 
due course through Email.  
 
Publication: 
The Editorial Board will publish all the selected papers in the Seminar Proceedings (with 
ISBN). The Editorial Board will however reserve the right to accept/reject any paper for 
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presentation and/or publication. The Scrutiny Process will be done through double blind peer 
review method. The ‘Editorial Board’ will also select fifteen papers out of the submitted 
papers for presentation in the seminar.  
Abstract and full papers are to be sent to the Email ID:socialsciences.nsou@gmail.com 
 
 
Organizing Secretary:  

1. Dr. Manosanta Biswas 
Assistant Professor of History 
School of Social Sciences. 
 Netaji Subhas Open University. 

2. Sri. Manoj Kumar Halder,  
Assistant Professor of Political Science, 
School of Social Sciences.  
Netaji Subhas Open University 


