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The twin objectives of the Prasar Bharati (Broadcast Corporation of India) Act of
1990 are crystallized in Section 12 of the law. Section 12 (3)(a) mandates that
Prasar Bharati ensure that “‘broadcasting is conducted as a public service.”” Again,
Section 12 (3)(b) reinforces that the purpose of establishing the corporation is to
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gather news, not propaganda. The Act came into existence after decades of post-
independence struggle to free broadcasting from the stranglehold of the govern-
ment. The legislative intent of the Act finds an echo in the Supreme Court’s 1995
judgment in The Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting versus the
Cricket Association of Bengal, which said the “first facet of the broadcasting
freedom is freedom from state or governmental control, in particular from the
censorship by the government... Public broadcasting is not to be equated with
state broadcasting. Both are distinct.”” The Prasar Bharati Corporation’s main
objective is to provide autonomy to Doordarshan and Akashvani in order to “‘educate
and entertain the public.”
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