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মানুষের জ্ঞান ও ভাবকে বইয়ের মধ্যে সঞ্চিত 
করিবার যে একটা প্রচুর সুবিধা আছে, সে 
কথা কেহই অস্বীকার করিতে পারে না। কিন্তু 
সেই সুবিধার দ্বারা মনের স্বাভাবিক শক্তিকে 
একেবারে আচ্ছন্ন করিয়া ফেলিলে বুদ্ধিকে 
বাবু করিয়া ত�োলা হয়।

—রবীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুর

ভারতের একটা mission আছে, একটা 
গ�ৌরবময় ভবিষ্যৎ আছে, সেই ভবিষ্যৎ 
ভারতের উত্তরাধিকারী আমরাই। নূতন 
ভারতের মুক্তির ইতিহাস আমরাই রচনা 
করছি এবং করব। এই বিশ্বাস আছে বলেই 
আমরা সব দঃুখ কষ্ট সহ্য করতে পারি, 
অন্ধকারময় বর্ত মানকে অগ্রাহ্য করতে পারি, 
বাস্তবের নিষ্ঠুর সত্যগুলি আদর্শের কঠিন 
আঘাতে ধূলিস্যাৎ করতে পারি।

—সুভাষচন্দ্র বসু

Any system of education which ignores Indian conditions, requirements, history 
and sociology is too unscientific to commend itself to any rational support.

—Subhas Chandra Bose

Price: ₹475.00
[Not for sale]
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BRITISH PROSE LITERATURE: 
17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Year Major Events Year Major Texts

1634 Milton, Comus (performed)

1637 Milton, Lycidas

1639 Thomas Fuller, The History of the 
Holy War

1640 Long Parliament summoned

1642 Start of Civil war between
Parliamentarians (Roundheads) and
Royalists (Cavaliers); Theatres closed
by order of Parliament

1644 Victory of  Parliamentary army

1644 John Milton,  Areopagitica

1642 Sir Thomas Browne
Religio Medici

1646 Charles surrenders to Scots 1646 Richard Crashaw, Steps to the
Temple

1647 Members of the New Model Army take 1647 Abraham Cowley, The Mistress
part in the Putney debates to form
a new constitution for England

1648 Treaty of  Westphalia ends 1648 Robert Herrick, Hesperides
Thirty Years’ War

1649 Trial and execution of Charles I 1649 To Lucasta, Going to the Warres
 by Richard Lovelace

1650 Charles II flees to Scotland and is 1650 Marvell, An Horation Ode;
proclaimed King  Vaughan, Silex Scintillans

1651 Hobbes, Leviathan

1653 After his campaigns in England and
Scotland, Oliver Cromwell
becomes ‘Lord Protector’

1656 Cowley, Pindarique Odes

1658 Death of Cromwell 1658 Milton, Paradise Lost
-67

1660 Restoration of Charles II to the throne; 1660 Theatres open. Dryden,
opening of theatres Astrae Redux Samuel Pepys 

begins his diary. This keeps a
record of all the major historical
events of England till 1669.

Timeline of Major Events and Texts (Common to CC 3 & CC 6)
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1665 Plague in London. Plague was a
threcurrent problem of 17  century, a result

of the poor civic condition of the city. 

1666 City of London is destroyed by the
Great Fire. The fire raged for three days,
destroying most of the medieval
architectures. 

1667 Dryden, Annus Mirabilis
Milton, Paradise Lost

1671 Milton, Paradise Regained and
Samson Agonistes

1675 The well-acclaimed play of
Wycherley (1641-1715), The
Country Wife, is enacted. His
other important play is The Plain
Dealer that was presented in the
following year. 

1677 Dryden, All for Love, the famous
adaptation of a Shakespearean
tragedy.

1678 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s
Progress

1681 Lord Shaftesbury or Lord Ashely, a 1681 First part of Dryden’s Absalom
founder of the Whig party is tried for and Achitophel is published. The
high treason. He was later acquitted. second part is published in the

next year.

1685 Death of Charles II and accession of
James II. James Scott or the First
Duke of Monmouth leads a rebellion to
oppose the succession of James II. He
was defeated and beheaded.  

1687 Newton’s Philosophiae
Naturalis Principia Mathematica

1688 ‘Glorious Revolution’: James II flees
and William III and Mary II succeed.
This event is also known as the
Bloodless Revolution. Roman
Catholicism was permanently rejected
and the Parliament was established as
the ruling power of England.
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1690 John Locke, Essay Concerning
Human Understanding

1694 Death of  Mary

1700 The most popular play of William
Congreve (1670-1729), The Way 
of the World, is enacted. His 
earlier plays include: The Old 
(1693), The Double Dealer
(1693), Love for Love (1695).

1702 Reign of Anne
-1714

1702 England’s first daily newspaper,
The Daily Courant, established

1703 Defoe : Hymn to the Pillory

1704 The periodical Ladies’ Diary
established (up to 1840) Defoe:
The Review, a periodical
(up to 1713)

1705 Newton knighted by Queen Anne for
“scientific achievement”

1706- The London Gazette, ed.
1709 Richard Steele, et al.

1707 Union of  England and Scotland

1709 Copyright Act of 1709 passed which 1709 Defoe: History of the
revised the previous copyright act and Union of Great Britain
provided only limited property to
publishers in place of earlier right of 
absolute property. It also introduced the
new idea of “public property “which was
to come into effect once the copyright
period expired. Only published works,
entered in the Stationer’s Register,
would be protected by copyright law.

1709- Richard Steele and Joseph
1711 Addison: The Tatler

1711 Pope: Essay on Criticism (poetry)
Swift: Argument against the
Abolishing of Christianity
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1711-
1712

1712 Pope: The Rape of the Locke
 Woodes Rogers: A Cruising
 Voyage around the World

1713 Theft by servants made capital offence 1713 Steele: The Guardian (periodical)
Britain gets contract to supply African
slaves to Spanish colonies in America
and henceforward becomes a major
force in the slave trade

1713- Steele: The Englishman
1714  (periodical)

1714- Reign of George I
1727

1714 Mandeville: Enquiry into the
Origin of Moral Value

1715 Jacobite Rising; rioting made a 1715 Addison: The Freeholder
capital offence (periodical)

1716 Lady Mary Wortley Montagu:
 Town Eclogues (published)

1716- Defoe: Mercurius Politicus
1720 (periodical)

1718 Transportation Act: alternative to
capital punishment, it transported
convicts to colonies in America.
Captain Woodes Rogers defeats large
number of pirates in the Bahamas.

1718- England and allies at war against Spain
1720

1719 Defoe: Robinson Crusoe and the
Farther Adventures of
Robinson Crusoe

1719- Eliza Haywood: Love in Excess
1720 (a novel)

1720 The South Sea Bubble: collapse of the
South Sea Company, a joint-stock
company that peaked in 1720 only to
collapse under burden of debts. The
Bubble Act, forbidding creation of joint

Addison and Steele : The
Spectator (revived in 1714)
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stock companies without the Royal
Charter, was passed before the collapse
to prevent competition and ensure
investments for the South Sea Company.

1722 Penal taxes imposed on Roman Catholics 1722 Daniel Defoe: Journal of the
Plague Year

Daniel Defoe: Moll Flanders

Daniel Defoe: Colonel Jacque

Eliza Haywood: The British
Recluse

1723 Eliza Haywood: Idalia: or the
Unfortunate Mistress

1724 Daniel Defoe: General History of
the Pirates

Daniel Defoe: Roxana

1724- Daniel Defoe: Tour Through the
1726 Whole Island of Great Britain

1725 Execution of Jonathan Wild, 
Thief-Taker General, a major 
underworld figure who worked 
both for and against the law

Daniel Defoe: A True and Genuine 
Account of the Life and Actions of 
the late Jonathan Wild

Daniel Defoe: A New Voyage 
Round the World

Eliza Haywood: Secret Histories, 
Novels and Poems, 4 vols.

Alexander Pope’s edition of 
Shakespeare

1725- Daniel Defoe: Complete English
1727  Tradesman

1726 Jonathan Swift: Gulliver’s Travels

1727- Reign of George II
1760

1728 Henry Fielding: Love in Several
Masques (drama)
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John Gay: The Beggar’s Opera 
(drama)

Elizabeth Singer Row: 
Friendship in Death, or Letters
from the Dead to the Living

1728-
1743 (1728; The New Dunciad, 1742;

complete,1743) (poetry)

1729 Eliza Haywood: The Fair Hebrew 
Jonathan Swift: A Modest 
Proposal for Preventing the
Children of Poor People from
Being a Burden to their
Parents or the Country

1730 Henry Fielding: Tom Thumb 
(drama), Rape upon Rape 
(drama), and The Author’s Farce 
(drama) Eliza Haywood: Love 
Letters on all Occasions James 
Thomson: The Seasons  (poetry)

1732 Henry Fielding: Covent Garden 
Tragedy (drama), Modern 
Husband (drama), and The Mock 
Doctor (drama)William 
Hogarth’s engraving series, The 
Harlot’s Progress London 
Magazine established (periodical)

1733 Alexander Pope: Essay on Man 
(poetry) Voltaire: Letters 
Concerning the English Nation 
(English trans.)

1734 Henry Fielding: Don Quixote in 
England (drama)

1735 Alexander Pope: Epistle to Dr. 
Arbuthnot  (poetry)

1736 Henry Fielding: Historical 
Register for the Year 1736 
(drama) Eliza Haywood: 
Adventures of Eovaai, Princess of 
Ijaveo (reissued in 1741 as The 
Unfortunate Princess)

Alexander Pope, The Dunciad
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1737 Stage Licensing Act, which required 
permission from the Lord Chamberlain 
for any new performance. This was in 
response to Fielding’s political satire, 
Historical Register for the Year 1736

1738 Elizabeth Singer Rowe,
Devout Exercises

1739- War between Britain and Spain
1748

1740 War of the Austrian Succession Food riots 1740 Samuel Richardson, Pamela

1740- George Anson’s circumnavigation
1744 of the globe (account published in 1748)

1741 Henry Fielding: Shamela

Eliza Haywood: Anti-Pamela

John Kelly: Pamela’s Conduct in
High-Life

Samuel Richardson: Pamela,
part II

Samuel Richardson,
Familiar Letters

1741- David Hume: Essays Moral and
1742 Political

1742 Henry Fielding: Joseph Andrews

1743 Henry Fielding: Jonathan Wild

1744 Sarah Fielding: David Simple
Samuel Johnson: Life of
Richard Savage

1744- Eliza Haywood: The Female 
1746 Spectator (periodical)

1745- Jacobite Rebellion led by the Young 1745- Henry Fielding, The True 
1746 Pretender defeated 1746 Patriot  (periodical)

1747 Sarah Fielding: Familiar Letters
between the Characters in “David
Simple”
Samuel Johnson: Plan of
a Dictionary of the English
Language
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1747-
1766

1747- Henry Fielding: The Jacobites
1748 Journal (5 Dec. 1747-5 Nov. 

1748) (periodical)
Samuel Richardson: Clarissa

1748 Henry Fielding appointed as 1748 David Hume: Philosophical 
Westminster magistrate Essays concerning Human 

Understanding

Tobias Smollett: Adventures of
Roderick Random

Tobias Smollett’s trans. of Le 
Sage’s Gil Blas, the picaresque
masterpiece

1749 Henry Fielding: Tom Jones

Sarah Fielding: The Governess, or
Little Female Academy

David Hartley: Observations on
Man

1750- Samuel Johnson: The Rambler
1752 (periodical)

1750- Journal britannique, edited by
1757 Matthieu Maty in London, a 

journal which made English books
available to European/French
readers.

1751 Robert Clive captures Arcot in India 1751 Thomas Gray: An Elegy Written 
in a Country Churchyard (poetry)
David Hume: An Enquiry
concerning the Principles of
Morals

Tobias Smollett: The Adventures of
Peregrine Pickle

1752 Gregorian Calendar replaces the 1752 Henry Fielding: Amelia
older Julian Calendar David Hume: Political Discourses

Charlotte Lennox: The Female
Quixote

Biographica Britannia
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1753 Marriage Act passed: this established the
legal marriage in England, requiring Illustrated
parental consent and witnesses. British Tobias Smollett: Ferdinand
Museum established Count Fathom

Jane Collier: An Essay on the Art
of Ingeniously Tormenting, a
satirical conduct book on nagging.

1753- Samuel Richardson: Sir Charles
1754 Grandison

1754 Jane Collier and Sarah Fielding:
The Cry:A New Dramatic Fable

John Duncombe: The Feminead,
or Female Genius

David Hume: History of
England, vol. 1

1755 Henry Fielding (d. 1754):
Voyage to Lisbon

Eliza Haywood: The Invisible Spy

Samuel Johnson: A Dictionary of
the English Language

Jean-Jacques Rousseau:
DiscourssurInégalité

Tobias Smollett: translation of
Cervantes’s Don Quixote

1756- War between Britain and France
1763

1757 Victory at battle of Plassey consolidated 1757 Edmund Burke: A Philosophical
East India Company’s status in India Inquiry into the Origin of our

Ideas of the Sublime and the
Beautiful Sarah Fielding: The
Lives of Cleopatra and Octavia

1758 Halley’s comet reappears, as predicted 1758 Charlotte Lennox: Henrietta
by Halley. A milestone in modern
astronomy.

1759 Annus Mirabilis: Year of wonders with 1759 Alexander Gerrard, Essay on 
a series of victories against the French Taste

Oliver Goldsmith, The Present
State of Polite Learning in Europe
Samuel Johnson, The History of
 Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia

1753 Charlotte Lennox: Shakespeare

NSOU l CC-EG-06 r 283



 Voltaire, Candide

1759-
1767 Tristram Shandy

1760- Reign of George III
1820

1762 Charlotte Lennox: Sophia

1763 Britain’s colonial possessions had 1763 Lady Mary Wortley Montagu
extended substantially in North America, (d. 1762): Letters
South America and the Caribbean, in
Africa and in India by this time

1764 Oliver Goldsmith: History of
England

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Émile

Smollett: The Present State of all
Nations

Voltaire:

Horace Walpole : The Castle of
Otranto

1766 Oliver Goldsmith: The Vicar of
Wakefield

Thomas Pennant: British Zoology

Smollett: Travels through France 
and Italy

1767 Frances Sheridan: The History of
Nourjahad

1768- Captain James Cook’s first voyage 1768- First edition of the
1771  to the Pacific 1771  Encyclopaedia  Britannica

1769 Smollett: The Orientalist: A
Volume of Tales after the
Eastern Taste

1769- Sir Joshua Reynolds: 
1790 Discourses

1771 The House of Commons sought to ban 1771 Henry Mackenzie, The Man of 
the publication of parliamentary Feeling
debates, but was opposed by John Millar, Observations concer- 
 Magistrates of the City of London ning the Distinction of Ranks

Laurence Sterne,

Dictionnairephilosophique
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Smollett, The Expedition of
Humphrey Clinker

1772 Financial crash

1773 Boston Tea Party, a political protest 1773 Oliver Goldsmith, She Stoops to
against the East India Company in Conquer (drama)
America. Harsh action by the British
Government against this demonstration
was one of the reasons that led to the
American Revolution Warren
Hastings appointed Governor-General
of India
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