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PREFACE

In a bid to standardize higher education in the country, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has introduced Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) based on
five types of courses viz. core, general, discipline specific elective, ability and skill
enhancement for graduate students of all programmes at Honours level. this brings
in the semester pattern which finds efficacy in sync with credit system, credit
transfer, comprehensive continuous assessments and a graded pattern of evaluation.
The objective is to offer learners ample flexibility to choose from a wide gamut of
courses, as also to provide them lateral mobility between various educational
institutions in the country where they can carry their acquired credits.

UGC Open and Distance (ODL) Regulations, 2017 have mandated compliance
with CBCS for U.G programmes for all the HEIs in this mode. Welcoming this
paradigm shift in higher education, Netgji Subhas Open University (NSOU) has
resolved to adopt CBCS from the academic session 2021-22 at the Bachelors Degree
Programme (BDP) level. The present syllabus, framed in the spirit of syllabi
recommended by UGC, lays due stress on all aspects envisaged in the curricular
framework of the apex body on higher education. It will be imparted to learners over
the six semesters of the Programme.

Self Learning Material (SLMs) are the mainstay of Student Support Services
(SSS) of an Open University. From a logistic point of view, NSOU has embarked
upon CBCS presently with SLMs in English/ Bengali. Eventualy, the English
version SLMs will be trandated into Bengali too, for the benefit of learners. As
always, all of our teaching faculties contributed in this process. In addition to this we
have aso requitioned the services of best academics in each domain in preparation
of the new SLMs. | am sure they will be of commendable academic support. We look
forward to proactive feedback from all stakeholders who will participate in the
teaching-learning based on these study materials. It has been a very chalenging task
well executed, and | congratulate all concerned in the preparation of these SLMs.

| wish the venture a grand success.

Professor (Dr.) Subha Sankar Sarkar
Vice-Chancellor
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Module 1 : Ecology and Demography

Unit 1 A Ecology and Demography

Structure
1.0 Objectives
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Processof Land Formation in Bengal
1.2.1 The Eastward Swing of the Ganges and its Consequences
1.2.2 Effects of Ecological Changes in Eastern and Western Regions of
Bengal
1.3 Ecology and Bengal Rural Society
1.4 Demography
1.4.1 Demography: First Phase (1770-1860)
1.4.2 Demography: Second Phase (1860-1920)
1.4.3 Demography: Third Phase (1920-1947)
15 Summary
1.6 Mode Questions
1.7 Suggested Readings

1.0 Objectives

At the end of the Unit the learners will be able to understand:

e Ecology of Eastern India plays an important role in its history

e LandformationinBengd

e The Consequences of change of course by the Ganges

e Impact of Bengal’s ecology on itsrural society

e Therelationship between agrarian production and demography of Bengal

1.1 Introduction

Iftekhar 1gbal in hiswork The Bengal Delta Ecology, Sate and Social Change,1840-
1943 datesthat in the past few decades, in spite of the focus on the study of Environmental
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History, ecological analysisin History is still limited to forest, hills and other peripheral
regions. Igbal points out that research on the ecology of plains, which is essential to
understand the politics and society of the plainsis conspicuously missing and the same
lacunae is a so obvious while studying the ecology of Eastern India. Igbal opinesthat al
“gpatid specifities’ of the Bengal deltaic region like high mountain peaks, the plains and the
vast coastline of the Bay of Bengal should be taken into consideration to understand the
ecology of Bengdl.

1.2 Process of Land Formation in Bengal

Maps of Bengal drawn throughout the colonial period, testify to a continuous process
of land formation (Eaton 1993, pp. 24—7). It issignificant to note that the big rivers of
Bengal — Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghnaand their various branches empty into the
Bay of Bengal. Together they form the largest delta on earth and aso carry the highest
proportion of sediment in the world (25 per cent) as compared to any other river system
(Igba 2010, p. 1).Over time, approximately 40,000 million cubic feet of st was deposited
by these rivers to create enormous areas of new land, known as chars and diaras.
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Figure 1.1 Map of Bengal and neighbouring territories
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“Diaras and Chars often first appear asthin slivers of sand. On thisis deposited layers
of st till alow bank is consolidated and it becomes cultivable (Haroun 1991, p. 18).”
Naturaly, this process of sedimentation increasedevery monsoon, during the heavy rains.
At the same time, the ocean currents obstructed by the rising water levels deposited huge
amounts of sand in the coastal regions of Bengal.

Figure 1.2 Map showing the geological setting of the Bengal Delta
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Source: The Calcutta Review, March 1859.

“Thus adouble process of land-making continued amidst the mutua confrontation of
silt-laden rivers and the sand-carrying sea’ (Igbal 2010, p.3). This process of formation
of new land was encouraged by mangrove trees which hel ped in the consolidation of the
shordine through natural succession. Soon vegetation and trees appeared on this new land.
This was how the Sundarbans were formed between the Bay of Bengal and the borders
of deltaic Bengal. (Igbal 2010, p.3)
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1.2.1 The Eastward Swing of the Ganges and its Consequences

During the sixteenth or seventeenth century, the Ganga gradually started to move
eastwards though the process had started earlier. The Bhagirathi flew through the heart of
Rarh or western Bengal and became economically viable in the Mughal era upon the
dwindling fortunes of the Bhairab and Saraswati. But slowly it declined in importance,
particularly so when Damodar, its distributary, began moving southwards around 1770. In
the early seventeenth century the Ganga came closer to the Padmariver which provided
water to a huge area of east Bengal including Faridpur, Dhaka and Bakarganj. This
eastward swing of the Ganges continued till the nineteenth century till the river met the
Brahmaputrariver in Dhaka (Webster 1911, p. 41). Thereafter the two mighty Himalayan
rivers, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra, poured into the Meghnanear Chandpur in Tippera
(Ganguli 1938, p. 206). It was as a result of this ecological change that Padma and
Meghna henceforth became two names etched deeply into east Bengali rurd identity (Bose
1993, p.11). However, though the genera eastward swing of the Ganges river system and
the westerly flow of the Brahmaputra resulted in the increase of land in the east, the
erstwhile flourishing western part of Benga (Rarh) suffered grestly.

1.2.2 Effects of Ecological Changes in Eastern and Western
Regions of Bengal

The earthquake of 1762 and the floods of 1769-70 and 1786-88 created new rivers
or presented old rivers in completely new forms as in the case of the rivers, Teesta,
Jamuna, Jelanghi, Mathabhanga, Kirtinasaand Naya Bhangini (Mukherjee 1938, p.9). This
ecological context affected the agrarian society in both the regions but in different ways.
In striking contrast to the active deltain eastern Bengal, a moribund delta emerged in
western Bengal. The eastern region of Bengal came to be known as the land of the new
alluvium while the western region due to the slow decay of its rivers became the land of
the old aluvium. In the western region, in the later nineteenth century the superior winter
aman rice was replaced by the inferior autumn aus variety. Moreover, the production of
sugarcane and indigo in Murshidabad and Nadia aso came down alarmingly.

On the other hand, due to the ecologica transformations, the eastern region i.e. mostly
present Bangladesh continued to be ecologically active (Bhattacharya 1982, pp. 270-71).
The fertile eastern region produced rich golden paddy, earning it the name ‘ Sonar
Bangla (Golden i.e. Prosperous Bengal). In addition jute started becoming important as a
cash crop in Mymensingh, Dhaka, Faridpur and Tippera The possibility of intensive double
cropping increased and it helped sustain high densities of population in the eastern region.
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Besides the moribund delta there were two other ecologica zonesin Bengd which are
worth mentioning. Firstly, anarrow area of elevated land in the western part of Bengal and
secondly, the foothills of the Himalayas in north Bengal. The former area around the
Chotanagpur plateau, depended totally upon rainfal for the cultivation of ricein thisregion
(Bose 1993, pp.11-12).

1.3 Ecology and Bengal Rural Society

Mahesh Rangargian is of the opinion that ‘the “ecologica” half of environmenta history
would only make sense if it is tied with the broader enterprise of the new socia
history’ (Rangargjan 1999, p.206). Hence ecology can help us to understand social history
better. In particular it is possible to see how ecology affects the rural society. The people
of East Bengd have continuoudy faced the problem of coasta cyclones and flooding which
has constantly risked their life and property. However, they have aso learned to harness
these floods for their productive use. There is no doubt that the flooding of theriversin
the monsoon renewed the soil with silt and fresh water making the land suitable for
cultivation. Thisin turn lowered the mortality rate due to disease when compared to the
western part of Bengal.

Change in the environment is not always a natural phenomena. The role of human
agency in affecting changesin the ecology need to be taken into consideration too. In the
mid nineteenth century the construction of roads and railway embankments displaced the
existing drainage pattern and unfortunately hurried the process of shrinking up of riversin
the moribund delta. Asthe construction of railways spread from western Bengdl to eastern
Bengal in 1890s it criss- crossed the Bengal Delta, dividing it into many small and
‘innumererable compartments (C.A. Bentley, The Times, 13 October 1922, p. 11) and
obstructing the deposition of silt over avast area. Further, this criss-crossing of rivers
created many stagnant pools which became the breeding grounds for anopheles mosquitoes,
causing malarial epidemicsin the second half of the nineteenth century.

A further hindrance was provided by the choking effect of a Brazilian water hyacinth
in the water bodies and paddy fields of Bengal from 1910 onwards. Both these factors
caused a serious decline in agricultural production and led to a substantial increase in
water-related diseases between 1900 to 1930. Stagnant pools became the breeding-
ground of anophel es mosquitoes, the carrier of waves of malaria epidemics in the second
half of the nineteenth century. The areas where railway and road networks were most
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extensive had the highest incidence of maaria (Bentley 1925, pp. 27-32). Yet the colonial
state failed to check these adverse changes in the agrarian process.

A peasant struggling to ply a boat through the water hyacinth
Source: Kenneth McLean, ‘Water Hyacinth', Agricultural Journal of India, XV11(1922).

1.4 Demography

It was probably the catastrophic cyclones, earthquakes and torrentia rains and the hot
and humid climate that made the people resign to their fate. The longing to be safe and
home was expressed in this popular song, ““‘Hari din to gelo, shondhe holo, par karo
amare” (The day is done and the evening come, pray my God, take me over in theferry).
In 1770, agreat famine broke out in rura eastern India resulting in huge deaths with one
third to onefifth of the population of Bengal and Bihar dead (Shore 1812). W.W. Hunter
suggested that out of 30 million population of Bengal, 10 million died (Hunter, Reprint
1975, p.45). Sugata Bose has divided the study of relationship between population and
agrarian production into three phases: 1770 to 1860, 1860 to 1920 and 1920 to 1990
(Bose 1993, p.14) Here we will consider the first two phases in toto and the third phase
upto 1947.
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1.4.1 Demography: First Phase (1770-1860)

The Bengd famineof 1770 resulted in an unprecedented decline of population and loss
of cultivation. In the western districts of Bengal the fear of Bargi raidsfrom 1740 to 1751
resulted in scarcity of labour. However statistics show that even in the districts like
Chittagong in the east which did not feel the impact of the famine, population was sparse
and only 25% of the land was under agriculture (Firminger ed. 1926, Vol.1, 53;
Sergjuddin1971, Ch.5). Many factors led to reduced money supply in the 1760s. At the
same time the indigenous zamindars faced financial difficulties as the Company replaced
them as creditorsin the later 1750s and 1760s. The crop failures of 1768 and 1769 added
to the difficulty of the rura population. Prof. Binay Bhushan Chaudhuri has pointed out that
reduced production did not justify the ‘violent upswing’ in prices which was caused when
the Company entered the rural market as a big buyer. According to Prof. Chaudhuri
approximately 120,000 maunds of grain were bought to feed the Company’s army in
Bengal and Bihar (Chaudhuri 1976, p. 294-95). Credit market in grain ceased to exist as
the Company and their gomastas monopolised the grain market, complained Mohammad
Reza Khan, the Naib Diwan and Richard Becher, the Resident at Mursidabad. The
situation was not likely to improve, for the Company paid only Rs. 40,000 for relieving
distresswhileit earned in 1768-69 approximately 8000 pounds more than their earnings
in 1770-71(Campbell ed. 1868, pp. 36, 60).Thus the Company’s Government was to a
large extent responsible for turning the ‘ dearth into afamine’ (The phrase is from Adam
Smith’s The Wealth of the Nations, cited in Sinha, 1970, p.58).In June 1770, Richard
Becher opined that about 6 inhabitants out of 16 had perished. The various reports on the
tragedy were corroborated by Warren Hastings too. In 1778 the Amini Commission
published a report which gave many graphic details of the famine’simpact on population
and production in the districts of western Benga which were the hardest hit by the famine
of 1770. In Birbhum which was the worst hit district of Bengal, huge areas of land were
deserted till 1771-72 and the number of villages went down from 6,000 in 1765 to 4,500
in 1770-71 (Campbell ed. 1868,p.79). It is obvious that the small holding peasantry were
the worst affected. The famine brought in its wake starvation and famine rel ated diseases
in every part of Bengal. Besides the peasantry, many other social groups also suffered like
weavers, fishermen, boatmen and others.

However, in the decades after 1770 there was a marked improvement in population
and agricultura production. By 1800 the population of Benga was 27 million as compared
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to 22 million in 1789 and by 1822 it was 37.6 million. Both H.T. Colebrooke and Francis
Buchanan-Hamilton testified that the population had increased in the first few decades of
the nineteenth century (The various population estimates are critically evauated in Chaudhuri,
‘Agricultural Growth’ 1976, pp. 323-330). In this period of extensive growth in the Bengal
presidency the increase of population was a major cause of increase in the area under
cultivation. By an estimate the acreage under cultivation rose to 70 million in 1857 from
30 million in 1793 (W.N. Lees, Chatterjee et al 1982, p. 6). In the districts of western
Bengal, short-distance migration by paikasht raiyats (temporary and migratory peasants)
played an important rolein the process of recovery in 1820. In these digtricts like Birbhum
and Midnapur, tribals migrants formed the paikasht raiyats. In other places, middle class
Hindu peasants and Musdlim peasants took a magjor part in the reclamation of land. In this
period the dengity of population in the districts aso increased rapidly. As IraKlein pointed
out, the densities in Burdwan and Hooghly were twice of Belgium which was the most
urbanised and densely populated country at that time (Klein, 1972, p.156). This density
in population was sustained to some extent by switching to cashcrops like cotton,
sugarcane, mulberry although indigo cultivation was mainly forced on the peasants. By the
middle of the nineteenth century new intensive strategies for cultivation were being
explored. Some open spaces in eastern Bengal were taken up as achallenge by the hardy
Mudlim and Namasudra peasants. But the main benefits of this extensive cultivation went
to the zamindars who collected rent from the peasants and to the colonia state who
appropriated the land revenue.

1.4.2 Demography: Second Phase (1860-1920)

The rurd population of Benga accounted for 93-94% of the tota population of Bengal
and it rose by 27.6% from 1891 to 1921 as per the Govt. of India Census of 1921.
However, it isimportant to note that thisrising trend was not for the whole of Bengal but
only true in the eastern part of Bengal. In the western districts malaria took an epidemic
form leading to an arrest in the population. Compared to the rest of India, although Bengal
escaped the high famine mortality of the 1890s or the influenza epidemic of 1918-19in
other parts of India, the recurrent waves of malarial epidemicsin west Bengal kept the
population of Bengal in check. In 50 years from 1921, the population in the districts of
west and central Bengal remained stagnant. Depopul ation reduced acreage and yields and
gross output in western Bengal declined between 1860 and 1920. In eastern Bengal, on
the other hand, except for a brief period during the big cyclone of 1876 and the earthquake
of 1897, the population continued to expand especially in the active delta where it
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increased to approximately 60%. Sugata Bose has noted that by the second decade of the
twentieth century all land that could be cultivated on the basis of the technology available
was cultivated in eastern Bengal. In Noakhali every inch of land which wasfit for cultivation
was growing crops and in Dacca officers were compelled to think what land messures they
could take to provide employment to the ever growing population (Bose 1993, p.27).
From the 1870s cultivation of jute became important. From 1906-07, 10% to 20% of area
under cultivation in east Bengal was taken over by jute production. In the first three
decades of the twentieth century nearly amillion peasants from east Bengal migrated to
neighbouring Assam in search of jute lands. This migration signified that even the intensive
margins were being intensified.

In the northern part of Bengal the social relations and demographic movement were
different from east and west Bengal and need to be elaborated separately. After the
repression of the Santhal revolt in 1855, tribal |abour force from Bihar migrated to the
western parts of North Bengal. The Santhals, Munda and Oraon tribal labour played an
important role in clearing the forests and the tea plantations in Darjeding and Japaiguri dso
recruited immigrant labour as coolies on alarge scale. The census of 1901 showed a sharp
increase of immigrants from 143,922 in the last census to 188,233 in the new one, of which
most were tea garden coolies from the Santhal Parganas and the Chhotanagpur.

1.4.3 Demography: Third Phase (1920-1947)

Thislast phase of the demographic cyclein Benga witnessed a decrease in per capita
output in the context of surpluslabour force. In this period the population of the western
part of Bengal also came more or less at par with eastern Bengal due to adramatic decline
in mortaliy ratesin the west after 1920. The generd risein the population of Bengal began
in 1920s, increased in 1930s and there was a sharp declinein the 1940s due to the famine
of 1943. According to Amartya Sen, the famine was responsible for excess mortality
between 1943 and 1946 of up to 2.7 to 3 million people (Sen 1998, pp. 195-216). Paul
Greenough pointed out that if the figure of average mortality in 1941-42 is taken into
account the number of famine-related deaths rose between 3.5 to 3.8 million (Greenough
1982, pp. 299-315). Between 1920 and 1945, the population increased at an annual rate
of 0.8% but the total agricultural output grew at a mere 0.3% per annum while the food
crops output became stagnant. Burdwan, at the heart of rural west Bengal showed a
negative output of — 1.08% while Chittagong in east Bengd recorded a negative output of
—0.7%. Even in areas of aggregate agricultural growth, there was decline in the per capita
output.
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The famine was different from earlier periods of starvation in terms of the degree and
extent of casualties. Low productivity or lack of productivity does not in itself explain
famine.The greater extent of death and devastation could be explained by the specific
concurrence of events and policies between 1941 and 1943: boat denial, rice denial,
cyclone, hoarding, mismanagement of the administration and the basic problem of entitlement
to land.

Of about 1.714 million people who died in eastern Bengal due to famine or famine
related diseases,most were landless agricultural labourers and the members of other
vulnerable groups, including fishermen, artisans, and the permanently workless destitute and
beggars. Inthelight of the particular suffering of the landless and the land- poor, the Benga
famine of 194344 has been rightly considered & classfamine' (Igba 2010, p. 160-169).
Some historians are of the opinion that the mgority of the symptoms of rural declinerelate
to the activities of the'rich peasants' in the countryside. The process of empowerment of
the rich peasants began during the depression of the early 1930s, when the bhadralok
started to leave rura areas and started engaging in non-agricultural activities. Amartya Sen
argued that food was available but certain groups of people did not have access or
entitlement to the food(Igbal 2010, p.172).

According to Partha Chatterjee, “ The traditional landlord-money lender was forced to
move out and was replaced by new suppliers of credit from among the better-off section
of the cultivators themselves. The usua dynamics of indebtedness leading to the transfer of
small-peasant holdings was then set into full motion, helped on by the grant of full rights
of transferability in raiyati lands in 1939 ... between 19 and 36 per cent of the total
occupancy holdingsin the districts of Noakhali, Tippera, Bogra, Dacca, Mymensingh and
Pabna were sold between 1930 and 1938, much higher figures than any other district in
Bengal in this period... most of these were sales from indebted small peasants to richer
cultivators ... the famine of 1943 struck what was virtually the final blow”. (Chatterjee,
1997, pp. 61-4).

In the decades preceding the famine there was hardly any difference between the
sharecroppers and landless wage labourers, who had emerged from the class of under-
raiyats and sharecroppers. On the other hand, the mgjority of the ‘ non-cultivating owners
were wel| off enough to avoid selling or mortgaging their land. Some scholars have drawn
attention to the role of the city and town dwellersin the making of the famine. Mahalanobis
calculated that out of 710,000 a cresofricel and changing hands during the famine only
about 290,000 had been purchased back in the villages. This meant that roughly 420,000
acres of riceland passed on to what Mahaanobis caled ‘ non-cultivating owners' residing
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in urban areas. (P.C. Mahalanobis, ‘ The Bengal Famine', p. 313). It was not surprising
therefore that during the famine, Cornelia Sorabji, India' s pioneer female lawyer, asked the
bhadralok to ‘put their stores of Bengal rice at the service of the poor’. (Igba 2010,
p.174). In the Benga Delta, malaria, in concert with cholera, smallpox, diarrhoea and
dysentery, took the greatest toll during and after the famine of 1943 (Maharatnal993).The
Bengal famine struck when the condition of public hedth in Indiawastheworstin al Asa
and public health in Bengal wasthe worst in India (Casey to Amery, 24 Feb 1944, p.2).

1.5 Summary

Research on the ecology of plains, which is essential to understand the politics and
society of aregion isconspicuously missing.

Maps of Bengal drawn throughout the colonial period, testify to a continuous
process of land formation.

Over time, approximately 40,000 million cubic feet of Silt was deposited by the big
rivers of Bengal to create enormous areas of new land, known as chars and
diaras, a procees which increased during the monsoons.

At the same time, the ocean currents obstructed by the rising water levels
deposited huge amounts of sand in the coastal regions of Bengal.

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the general eastward swing of the
Ganges river system and the westerly flow of the Brahmaputra resulted in the
increase of land in the east, while the erstwhile flourishing western part of Bengal
suffered grestly.

After amgor earthquake in 1762 and floods in 1769-70 and 1786-88, in striking
contrast to the active delta in eastern Bengal, a moribund delta emerged in in
western Bengal thus affecting the crop pattern..

Besides the moribund delta there were two other ecological zonesin Bengal which
are worth mentioning. Firstly, anarrow area of elevated land in the western part
of Bengal and secondly, the foothills of the Himalayas in north Bengal.
Railways and other man-made factors also changed the ecology of Bengal.
Ecology can help usto understand the social history of Bengal better.

The relationship between agrarian production and demography of Benga has been
divided into three phases by Sugata Bose:
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The first phase (1770-1860) initially resulted in an unprecedented decline of
population and loss of cultivation due to the Great Famine of 1770. However, in
the decades after 1770 there was a marked improvement. However, the main
benefits of this extensive cultivation went to the zamindars and the colonial state,
not the peasants.

In the second phase (1860-1920), therewas arisein rura population by 27.6%
but in the eastern part of Bengal only while the population in the western region
declined. From 1906-07, 10% to 20% of areaunder cultivation in east Bengal was
taken over by jute production. This phase was also a period of migration of |abour
from east Bengal to Assam and from Bihar to North Bengal.

In the third phase there was a general risein the population of Bengal that began
in 1920s, increased in 1930s and there was a sharp decline in the 1940s due to
the famine of 1943 with its far-reaching consequences.

1.6 Model Questions

1.

How did ecology help in the process of formation of an active and apassive delta
in the eastern and western regions of Bengal respectively?

Do you think the ecology of Bengal can help usto understand the social history
of Bengal better? Elucidate your answer.

Criticaly andyze the natural and man—made factors which affected the ecology of
Bengal over the years.

Discuss the first two phases of relationship between agrarian production and
demography as described by Sugata Bose.

How did the famines of 1770 and 1943 affect the agrarian socio-economic
relationsin Bengal ?

What was the rel ationship between agrarian production and demography from
1920 to 1947 with special reference to the Great Famine of 19437
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2.1 Introduction

The history of Bengal witnessed a new phase from the beginning of the eighteenth
century. The Delhi Sultans had tried to establish their authority over Bengd but the distance
of Delhi from Bengal, the geographical terrain of Bengal and the traditional independent
identity of Bengal had always encouraged the rulers of Bengal to break free from the
central authority of Delhi and establish their independent rule. From the reign of Akbar to
that of Aurangzeb, Bengal was under the Mughal rule. After the death of Aurangzeb in
1707, inspite of remaining legally under the Mughals, anew era of the independence was
ushered into Bengal in the eighteenth century. In 1717, when Murshid Quli Khan (1700-
1727) was appointed as the Subedar of Bengal, the subah became free for all practical
purposes and thus began the rule of the independent Nawabs of Bengd . With the coming
of the European merchants to India and Bengal, a new factor cameinto play. The English
East India Company gradually took advantage of the political weakness and conspiracies
in the court of the Bengal Nawabs and catapulted themselves to political power after
defeating Nawab Sirgj-ud-daulain the famous battle of Plassey on 23 June, 1757. The
Company’s servants gradually ceased to be outsiders. They became moreinvolved in the
Bengal administration as a political power. This process was completed by 1772 and
involved momentous changes in the adminisiration, economy and society of Bengal (Sinha,
1967, p. 22).

2.2 Consolidation of British Power after Plassey (1757)

Robert Clive placed Mir Jafar on the throne of Bengal after Plassey. But he did not
trust Mir Jafar completely and formed alliances to keep a cheque and balance on the new
nawab and ensure that the Company’s trade privileges continued uninterrupted. As
Verest(member of Fort William Council) pointed out, the conflict with Sirgl had taught the
English alesson, i.e. to render the Nawab ineffective from the further *destruction of
English’ (Sinha, 1967, p. 24).

2.2.1 Consolidation of British Political Power under Governor
Clive
Robert Clive's position in his own Company was strengthened in June 1858 when he

was elected by the Cal cutta Council as the Governor of Bengal which wasratified by the
Company (1946. 4th edition., p. 362). He prevented Mir Jafar from ruining some notable
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officiaslike Rai Durlabh, the Diwan and Ram Narayan, the Governor of Bihar and won
over their allegiances. A clause prevented the Nawab from making any new fortifications
near the Ganga, below the Hooghly; hand over French possessions to the English and to
treat the enemies of the English as his own enemies thus preventing any future French
intrigues with the nawabs. The Company also acquired the right to mint coins, aright earlier
enjoyed by the house of Jagat Seth only. The Nawab was a so forced to accept Scrafton,
asthe English resident stationed at his durbar in Murshidabad.

The dependence of the new Nawab on the English was chiefly due to his miserable
financia position. After the battle of Plassey as Spear observed, “The financial bleeding of
Benga had begun” (Spear, 1979 Reprint). After winning the war the English army and navy
were given huge sums of 275,000 pounds. Mir Jafar also gave the Company’s officials
22.5 million pounds. Clive aone was granted a persona jagir worth 34, 567 pounds. This
has been referred to in history as the “Plassey plunder”.

The revolution of 1757 definitely established the military supremacy of the Englishin
Benga (Majumdar, 1946. 4th edition., p. 660). Thiswas illustrated in many ways. For
instance it was only with Clive's intervention that Mir Jafar could suppress anti-state
rebellions of Hazyr Ali Khan, Achal Singh of Purneaand Raja Ram Singh of Midnapur.
When Ali Gauhar, later Shah Alam 11, who was driven away from Delhi, decided to try his
fortunesin Bengal in 1759, Mir Jafar was able to avert this crisis only with the military help
of Clive. Smilarly, when the Nawab’s army revolted due to non-payment of salaries and
the Nawab could not curb the resulting discontentment, Clive came to his rescue.

Holwell accused Mir Jafar of disloyalty to the English inspite of their help, and for
entering into anti-English intrigues with the Dutch at Murshidabad and Chinsura.ln
November 1759, Clive defeated the Dutch military forces despatched from Java at
Bedara. Clive also dealt with the French with a strong hand. Taking advantage of the
absence of Lally in Hyderabad, Clive sent Colonel Forde to defeat the French in the
Northern Sarkarsin 1759. Thus by 1760 both the Dutch and the French had lost their
positions in Bengal to the English. In 1760 Clive returned to England, a powerful and
weslthy man.

2.2.2 British position under Governor Vansittart

The new Governor, Vansttart wasright in believing that after 1757 there was a gradua
transformation of the East India Company from a commercial body to a military and
political body (Riyazu-S-Sdatin, 2010). Vangttart kept up the financia pressure on Nawab



24 NSOU e GE-HI-31

Mir Jafar. However, the latter was not interested in any more pay-off to the British since
he wastotally heart-broken by the recent death of hisyoung son, his heir to the throne of
Bengal. Asaresult, Vansittart entered into a secret pact with Mir Jafar’s brother—in-law
Mir Qasm promising the throne of Bengal to him in return for financial gainsincluding the
revenues of Burdwan, Mednipur and Chattagram. According to the secret pact,Vansittart
and his Council received money and gifts to the tune of two lakh pounds from Mir Qasim.
Thus Bengal was literdly sold by the English again, thistime to Mir Qasm while they used
many false pretexts to dispose off their old benefactor, Mir Jafar from the masnad of
Bengal as he was in no position to meet their growing greed any more.The forced
replacement of Mir Jafar by Mir Qasim as the Nawab of Bengal was but a testimony of
the fact that auctioning the Nawabship of Bengal to the highest bidder had become a
profitable business for the East Indian Company.

2.3 Nawab Mir Qasim and the East India Company:
Deteriorating Relations (1760-1765)

Mir Qasim was able to resolve the financial crisis of the East India Company’s
authoritiesinititally and the relations between them were cordid at first. Mir Qasm fulfilled
his promises to Vansittart by granting the Company the right to collection of revenue of
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chattagram. He a so gave them a sizeable amount for use during
the Carnatic wars. He alowed them to enforce their monoploly trade in saltpetre and
purchase chunam or cement from Sylhet. However, in the course of time, the relations
embittered leading to the overthrow of Mir Qasim at the Battle of Buxar in 1764.

Mir Qasim was a good administrator and was keen to reorganize his administrative
bureaucracy, finances and military. For this purpose he did not hesitate to remove
Ramnarayan from his seat of power in Bihar, athough Ramnarayan had absol ute support
of the British since Clive’'stimes. In order to put hisfinancesin order, Mir Qasim wanted
Ramnarayan to submit his accounts but the latter not only refused to do so but entered into
an dliance with Mgor Carnac and Colonel Coote who as B.B. Chaudhri has pointed out
made no secret of their anti-Nawab feglings (Sinha, 1967). The Nawab reorganized his
army and put it to test by an extravagant plan of the conquest of Nepal. In his new army
he employed Armenians and European generals to train his soldiers. He welcomed the
Tatars, Afghans and Persians, known for their military skillsto join hisarmy, to make his
army afierce force to be reckoned with. The English watched these devel opments with
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great suspicion. Verelst believed, “It was impossible that Meer Cossim should rest the
foundation of his government upon our support. Self-defence taught him to look for
independence” (Sinha, 1967).

2.3.1 The Issue of Inland Trade

Historians are engaged in debates regarding the cause of deterioration of relations,
centering around two main arguments, namely, the question of private inland trade by the
Company’s servants and the political ambitions of the Nawab to be free of foreign
intervention. Ascribing to Verelest's (member of Fort William Council) thoughts on this both
Dodwell and Nandalal Chatterjee believe that the Nawab deliberately engaged into a
conflict with the English because he wanted to be free of their control and drive them out
of Bengal. However, Binay Bhushan Chaudhuri has refuted this view on the grounds that
the question of liberation of Nawab did not arise because the English were not in total
control of Bengal. But the Nawab was definitely against the private inland trade of the
Company’s servants which was resulting in aloss of revenue to the Bengd treasury (Sinha,
1967).

Many historians believe that it was the question of inland trade and issues related to
it that brought the matters to a head between Nawab Mir Qasim and the Compnay. The
British had always claimed that the farman of 1717, granted to them by Emperor
Farrukhsiyar, allowed them duty free trade in Bengal. However, Murshid Quli and all
subsequent Nawabs had never accepted thisinterpretation of the farman. Yet the servants
continued to trade duty free and emboldened by their victory in the Battle of Plassey they
threw caution to the winds during the reign of Mir Jafar and their private trade continued
to grow during the reign of Mir Qasim. (Sinha, 1967, p. 35).Vansttart had tried to control
the private inland trade of the Company’s servants by proposing a policy of accepting the
Nawab's interpretation of dastaks (trading passes) and due payment of customsto him.
However, his policy was never implemented since he was not able to get it endorsed by
the Cdl cutta Council.

The local merchants were faced with unequal competition from the British officers
indulging in private inland trade. The manufacturers and artisans were also adversely
affected. The Nawab lost payment of custom duties to the tune of 25 lakh rupees annually.
Loca unrest loomed large and a solution to thisincreasing problem became imminent for
Mir Qasim.He finally decided to charge no custom duty from the local merchantsfor a
period of two yearsto bring them on par with the East India Company’s officers. This
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move by the Nawab obviously frustrated the English who lost their profitable and
advantageous position in the market and began questioning the Nawaly's decision, inssting
that only the Emperor of India had the right to waive off custom duties. B.B. Chaudhuri
has shown that they started spreading rumoursagainst Mir Qasm accusing him of stopping
production of mulberry and cotton. Ultimately they were forced to appeal to the Nawab
to withdraw his decision and offered to pay 2 %2 % of custom duty on salt. But the Nawab
was in no mood to trust the British and accept any of their demands. In reality, in spite of
knowing that their men were at fault, by failing to control their private trade, the East India
Company had brought the matter to a head by not paying their financiad duesto Mir Qasm
and by creating unrest among other traders and the local population. In fact, Ellis, the chief
of the English factory at Patna, asserted the privileges of the Company and tried to seize
the city of Patna. However, he was defeated and his garrison was destroyed.

2.3.2 English Victory at the Battle of Buxar (1764) and their Gains

Matters came to such a head that a war between the East India Company and Mir
Qasm becameinevitable and in 1763 the Company clashed with Mir Qasim. Although the
Company’s garrisons were numerically inferior, they defeated the Nawab repeatedly at
Katwah, Murshidabad, Giria, Sooty, Udaynalaand Monghyr. The latter fled to Awadh and
formed an astute diplomatic aliance with the Nawab of Awadh, Shuja-ud-daula and more
importantly with the Mugha Emperor, Shah Alam |1, who had |eft Delhi and sought refuge
in Awadh. The Confederacy met the Company’sforces at Buxar in Bihar and were routed
by the English General, Major Hector Munro at Buxar on 22 October, 1764. The
Badshah abandoned his alies and concluded peace with the English. Nawab Shuja-ud-
Daulafled to Rohilkhand, while Mir Qasim went into hiding and died in abject poverty in
Kotwal near Delhi in May 1777.

Clivereturned from England for a second term as Governor of Bengal and in 1765
he signed two treaties at Allahabad with Shuja-ud-Daula and Shah Alam 1. As aresult,
the Emperor of India became a mere figurehead under English tutelage in the fort of
Allahabad. The Company acquired the Diwani (right of revenue collection) of Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa from Badshah Shah Alam. This acquisition put a foreign power in
permanent and legal command of the richest province of Indiain lieu of Kara and
Allahabad and an annual payment of 26 lakhs rupees only.
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Nawab of Awadh, Shuja-ud-Daula was compelled to pay 50 lakhs rupees as
compensation. Awadh with the exception of Karaand Allahabad was returned to him and
the Company’s garrisons were posted in the province apparently to provide protection to
the Nawab from outside attacks. For al practical purposes Bengal became a buffer state,
providing protection to newly acquired Bengal from Marathaincursions.

In Bengal Mir Jafar was placed on the throne again. He rewarded the Company
officials by showering them with lavish gifts. He overturned Mir Qasim’s order of blanket
withdrawl! of custom duties from all merchants, thus benefitting the Company’s trading
activities again. After his sudden death his son Nggm-ud-Daula signed a treaty with the
Company by which it was decided that the Company would collect the revenue asthe new
Diwan of Bengal through the Nawal's Naib-Subedar or Naib-Ngjim as the Company did
not have the experience in these matters.

2.3.3 Significance of Battle of Buxar (1764)

Peter Marshall has regarded the British victory in Buxar as awatershed in the history
of Bengal with far-reaching consequences. In hiswords, “ ...the year 1765 when the East
India Company became the Company’s Diwan, has come to be seen asthe dividing line
between Mughal and the British Bengad” (Marshall, 1990. Reprint.). It has been said that
Plassey was a cannonade but Buxar was a decisive battle. R.C. Majumdar et a in An
Advanced History of India have pointed out “The engagements with Mir Qasim
established the claims of the English as conquerors of Bengal in a much more real sense
than did the battle of Plassey. They also reveal that the establishment of British rulein
Bengal was due as much &t least to the irresistible logic of facts asto the element of chance
or accident” (Maumdar, 1946. 4th edition.) So far the British had received variousrights
and privilegesfor trading in Bengal but as the Diwan they were catapulted to the position
of commanding an administrative section of Bengal. It was not possible for the Nawab to
carry on administration by ignoring the Company who were in control of its revenues.
Moreover, since the Nawab of Bengal was a virtual puppet in their hands, the British
became the de facto rulers of the rich province of Bengal. The Battle of Buxar (1764)
proved the military weakness of the Indian rulers including the Mughal Emperor. The
English, on the other hand, established their military supremacy. Their ability to defest the
Badshah and make him their dependent brought them immense salf-confidence and glory.
The defeat of Nawab of Awadh and Shah Alam paved the way for the British political
domination of northern Indiaand ultimately the rest of India.
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2.4 Foundation of the Colonial Sate: A Brief Analysis

In PJ. Marshall’s opinion until the passage of the Pitt’s IndiaAct of 1784, the British
did not have any planned or consistent policy for establishing acolonia state. He believes
that the British government did not take any deliberate policy decisions for territorial
expanson. The English only responded to the changing circumstances in eighteenth century
Bengal and Indiafollowing the political instability caused by the decline of the Mughal
empire. In other words, the East India Company merely exploited the opportunities that
came their way (Marshall P. J., 1989). C.A.Bayly argues that even after the 1780s, the
driving force behind imperial expansion was not the trade interests but rather the fiscal and
military needs of the Englishin India (Bayly, 1989). Thistheory of “sub-imperidism” cannot
be completely rejected but it is also important to understand that East India Company’s
trade policy was always aggressive and involved armed trade. Both Charles |1 ad James
Il purposefully promoted an aggressive commercial policy abroad to acquire wealth and
independence for the English monarchs. Thisinvolved the use of English naval power for
trading purposes aswell asfortifying their bases and factories, justified in Philip Lawson’s
words as “the moral economy of English gunnery in theselocal markets’ (Lawson, 1993).
As Sekhar Bandyopadhyay has pointed out, the naval guns possessed by the English acted
as adeterrent for the Indian rulers from attacking English trading activities in their local
markets (Bandyopadhyay, 2004). The English military and naval prowess won important
battles for them as we have seen in the case of Bengal where the foundation of the future
British empire waslaid.

2.5 Summary

e Thehistory of Bengal witnessed anew phase from the beginning of the eighteenth
century when the English catapulted themselves to political power after defesting
Nawab Sirgj-ud-daulain the famous battle of Plassey on 23 June, 1757.

e TheEast India Company benefitted economically as did Clive personally.

e British power was consolidated by Governor Clive and Nawab Mir Jafar became
completely dependent on the Company militarily.

e By 1760 Clive suppressed the Dutch and the French in Bengal.
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o After Clive, Vangttart kept up the financia pressure on Nawab Mir Jafar and when
he could not meet the Company’s greed, Mir Qasim was placed on the throne of
Bengd.

e However, the relations between the new nawab, Mir Qasim and the Company
deteriorated mainly because Mir Qasim was not willing to be subservient to British
interests and tried to introduce many reforms not beneficial to the Company.

e Higtorians are engaged in debates regarding the cause of deterioration of relations,
centering around two main arguments, namely, the question of private inland trade
by the Company’s servants and the political ambitions of the Nawab to be free of
foreign intervention.

e Theimmediate cause of the battle of Buxar (1764) between the Nawab and the
Company was the Nawab's decision to abolish the custom duty for all local
merchants for aperiod of two years, thus bringing them on par with the East India
Company’s servants.

e Mir Qasim formed an astute diplomatic aliance with the Nawab of Awadh, Shuja
ud-daula and more importantly with the Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam I1.

e The Confederacy met the Company’sforces at Buxar in Bihar and were routed
by the English General, Major Hector Munro at Buxar on 22 October, 1764.

e Shah Alam and Nawab of Awadh had to sgn humiliating treaties with the English.
The defeat of the Mughal emperor at the hands of the English proved to be a
watershed in history.

e The Company received the Diwani of Bengal from the Mughal Emperor. Mir
Qasim was replaced by Mir Jafar as the Nawab of Bengal.

e The defeat of Nawab of Awadh and Shah Alam paved the way for the British
political domination of the rest of India.

e According to PJ. Marshdl, the English only responded to the changing circumstances
in eighteenth century Bengal and did not plan to establish a colonia state.
However, there is no doubt that the Company had the full support of the British
crown in following an aggressive trade policy which had expected conseguences.
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2.6 Model Questions

1.

o g M~ WD

10.

11.
12.
13.

What gains were made by the English East India Company after the Battle of
Plassey?

How did Clive benefit politically and financially after Plassey?

How did Clive try to keep Mir Jafar under his control after 17577

How did the Dutch and the French lose their positionsin Bengal to the British?
How did Vansittart keep up the financial pressure on Mir Jafar?

Do you think auctioning the Nawabship of Bengal to the highest bidder became
aprofitable business for the East India?

What causes |led to the deterioration of relations between Mir Kasim and the
Company?

Do you think the question of inland trade was central to the conflict between Mir
Kasim and the Company?

Describe the events leading to the Battle of Buxar.

What did the Company gain by its treaties with Emperor Shah Alam and Shuj
aud Daula of Awadh?

How did the Company benefit by placing Mir Jafar on throne again?
What was the political significance of the Battle of Buxar?

Do you agree with PJ. Marshall’s view that that the British did not plan for
political power but merely exploited the opportunities that came their way in

Bengd?
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At the end of the Unit the learners will be able to understand:
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3.1 Introduction

After the battle of Buxar (1764) the East India Company acquired the right of Diwani
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa by the Treaty of Allahabad on 12 August 1765 from Emperor
Shah Alam I1. The Company hoped to gain financialy in its new role as revenue collector
of an entire province. Since the Nizamat or right of maintenance of law and order was
retained by the Nawab, there was an apparent division of power between the two wings
of the provincial government, Nizamat and Diwani. However, in redlity thiswas not the
case. It was the Company which had the upperhand in matters related to both Diwani and
Nizamat.

3.2 Dual System of Government

Inthe Mughal era, especialy during Akbar’sreign, the official work of the government
was divided into two main categories Nizamat and Diwani. Diwani involved collection of
revenue and matters related to diwani. The office of Nizamat was concerned with
maintenance of law and order and faujdari issues. The divison of power was rational and
deliberate to ensure that power was not concentrated in one hand. However, the Dual
system of government introduced in Bengd in 1765 was skewed from the beginning. The
Nawab had the administrative responsbility but no power of implementation in the absence
of requisite finances a his disposa. The Company, on the other hand, wasin charge of the
revenues but had no administrative responsibility towards the province. Although power
was apparently divided, in reality it was concentrated in the Company’s hands since the
Nawab was reduced to a mere pensioner of the English after the Battle of Buxar (1764).
The Nawab's Naib Subedar, Muhammad Reza Khan was also placed in charge of actual
collection of revenue in Bengal by the Company’s officials and owed allegiance to them
instead of the Nawab Ngjm-ud-Daula. Out of the total revenue, the Company had to pay
only twenty six lakhsto the Emperor and only thirty two lakhs (origindly fifty threelakhs)
to the Nawab for administrative expenses. The rest was pocketed by the Company. Clive
favoured this system on two grounds. Firstly, by controlling the Nawab’s purses the
Company ensured that the Nawab would not be able to plot any conspiracy to oust them
from Bengal. Secondly, the position of Diwan would be certainly advantageous in trading
and investmentsin Bengal.
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However, the Dual system of Government had many adverse effects. Dodwel | was of
the opinion that the Dual government was the creation of aforeign military with the help
of merchants and they had no experience in matters of governing a province. He pointed
out that the Company acquired the Diwani mainly to ensure that its trading interests were
not challenged and it was not interested in establishing political authority as such. However,
the Dua system of government definitely weakened the political power of the Nawab and
this had far reaching consequences not only on the polity but aso the society and economy
of the province. Binay Bhushan Chowdhury (1976) has shown that there was a gradual
decline in the revenue during the Dual system of government, this was because the
Company had no control over the zamindars. To ensure maximum revenue collection the
Company officials had to depend on Reza Khan so they kept pressurizing him and hein
turn put pressure on the zamindars through the amils or revenue collectors. Ultimately, the
brunt of the pressure fell on the poor peasants.

Firminger (1962) was of the opinion that the Company was not willing to take over
administrative responsibility because it wasignorant of these matters as aso the manner of
revenue collection in the province. B. B. Chaudhuri has pointed out that lack of experience
was not the only reason rather the officials were well aware that the conditions for revenue
collection were not conducive and it might entail unnecessary complications for the British.

Peter Marshall (1987) has opined that the internal political crisis in Bengal was
exploited by the British. If Plassey and the decline of Mir Jafar were the first and second
stepsin consolidation of English, the gain of Diwani was the third important foothold of
British political expansionin Bengd.

3.3 Consequences of Grant of Diwani: Rural Economy of
Bengal

The grant of Diwani proved disastrous for the rural economy of Bengd. The Company
was only interested in extracting the highest amount of revenue possible and it doubled the
revenue demand. This put pressure on the entire system down to the lowest rung. To
acquire maximum revenue Reza Khan gave afree hand to theAmilswho in turn gave ljara
for revenue to the Zamindar who promised the highest revenue to the company. These
Zamindars exploited the peasants at will to extract the maximum amount of revenue from
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them. In May 1769, Richard Becher, the Company’s Resident at M urshidabad admitted
that that the condition of the people of Bengal had worsened after the Company assumed
the ownership of Diwani.

The grant of Diwani did not prove advantageous for the British a so. Binay Bhushan
Chaudhuri has opined that the collection of revenue actually declined instead of increasing.
He has shown that in the area under Company’s direct control 24 Parganas (given by Mir
Jafar) and Bardhanman, Mednipur and Chattagram (given by Mir Kasim) revenue
collection was more than the area under the Dua government. As the defects of the system
became apparent the Company decided to change its stance. In 1769 the company
introduced the Supervisor system under its Governor-General Verelst.

This new system was introduced to curb the mal practices of the amilsand to giverelief
to the peasants. The role of the supervisors wasto report to the higher authorities about
the economic condition of the land in the districts and the amount of revenue to be collected
from the peasants. However, the supervisors who were ignorant about the system could
not check the corruption of Reza Khan and the amils who summarily rejected this system.
Though the Supervisor system was withdrawn it was an important step in the withdrawl of
the Diwani.

The English collectors or Supervisors could not reform the system. Indian merchants,
craftsmen and artisans suffered greatly due to unequal competition from the Company’s
servants who carried on with privileged trade and forced the local merchants to sell their
raw materials at reduced prices leaving them with no profit and hand to mouth existence.
Drain of wedlth became a common feature and many economic historians believe that the
huge capita investment in Industrial revolution was aresult of the huge wealth that the
British plundered from Bengd. Asaresult of the Dual system of government the Company
had no responsibility towards the people of Bengal. The people suffered greatly dueto the
Famine of 1770 (1776 B.S.) known in Bengali as the ‘ Chhiatorer Manontar’. However,
there was no let off in the revenues to be paid and relief measures undertaken were horribly
inadequate. Approximately onethird of the land of Benga went uncultivated while one-third
of the population perished in the famine and the resultant epidemic. William Hunter stated
that half of the total number of peasants died.
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3.4 Company’s Revenue Policy from 1772 to 1793

The terrible famine of Bengal compelled the Company to reconsider its position and
in 1772, the Court of Directors took over the direct control of Diwani in its own hands.
Under the new Governor-General, Warren Hastings, the Company took direct responsi-
bility of collection of revenue of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The posts of Naib Diwan of
Murshidabad and Patna were abolished and Md. Reza Khan and Shitab Roy were
respectively removed from these positions. Five regiona councils were set up in Kolkata,
Dhaka, Murshidabad, Dingjpur and Bardhaman to manage affairs related to land revenue
collection, usually with the help of alocal diwan.

3.4.1 Panchshala ljara system

A Committee of Circuit was formed from among the members of the Council. The
function of this Committee wasto giveijara or offer land on sale to the highest bidder of
land revenue. This system was introduced in all the districts and was known asthe ljara
system. This system was a so called the Panchshala system since the land was auctioned
for five years. Although in some areas the old local zamindars became ijaradars but there
were other regions also where the zamindars lost out to the rich merchants from Calcutta,
who as city people, had little knowledge about |and management. All they cared about was
extracting the highest amount of revenue from the peasants so as to pocket a profit after
paying off the agreed amount of revenue to the Company. Subsequently this system created
immense pressure of payment on the poor ryots and crime and violence became rampant
in the rural society of Bengal. The old zamindars, who in spite of their exploitative
tendencies, bore a paternd attitude towards the ryots and hel ped them in time of need were
wiped out by this system, when they could not compete with the rich trading community
from the city. According to an estimate, before the Famine of 1772, the amount of land
revenue in the Nadia district wasfixed at 8 lakhs but during the Panchsala system it rose
to more than 10.5 lakhs. It is obvious that the ljara system did not alleviate the miseries
of the peasants but enhanced them further. One should understand that the only objective
of the East India Company was to maximise its revenue collection and al experiments
made by it in the land revenue system was guided by this motive only. Asaresult evenbig
ljaradarslike Ramjai Singh and lyasmuddin suffered grestly for not being able to pay their
dues to the Company. The poor ryots suffered more than the rich ryots who took
advantage of their position and struck a deal with the ljaradarsto reduce their revenues.
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3.4.2 Eksala Bandobast

In 1776 the Amini Commission was set up to look into the matter of revenue collection
from each district and in April next year Hastings terminated the agreement with the
|jaradars and entered into a one year settlement with the zamindars known as the Eksala
Bandobast. However no attempt was made to estimate the capacity of the zamindars and
the peasants to pay the revenue. They had to pay the revenue of the last three years also.
Needlessto say this system collapsed too and in 1781 al the provincial committees were
abolished and aregional Committee of Revenue was formed. Sir John Shore, an important
member of the Committee, proposed decentralisation of the land revenue system by
appointing an European collector in each district. Ultimately none of the experiments
worked and with itsincreasing cost of war and administrative duties the Company wasin
dire need of a system of land revenue which would meet all their needs.

3.4.3 Dashsala Bandobast

The Pits IndiaAct of 1784 proposed recommended a more permanent arrangement
with the zamindars. The new Governor Genera Lord Cornwallis gpplied himsdlf to the task
of data collection from 1786 to 1789 and on this basis entered into aten year settlement
with the zamindars known as the Dashsala Bandobast or the Decennia Settlement, with
the rider that the settlement may soon become permanent.

3.4.4 Permanent Settlement

A major step taken by Lord Cornwallisin thefinal settlement of land revenue wasthe
Permanent Settlement. Shekhar Bandyopadhyay (2004) has opined that being a member
of the landed aristocracy of Britain, Cornwallishimsdlf believed that the zamindars were the
rightful owners of the land. The Company’s officials had for along time been recommend-
ing to fix the ‘jama (amount of revenue) of the respective zamindars permanently. At atime
of introduction of the Panchshala Settlement by Hastings there was a similar demand.
Rangjit Guha (1963) has pointed out that it would be wrong to assume that the Permanent
Settlement found preference due to the failure of earlier land revenue settlements introduced
by the Company. He has emphasized the role of certain political and ideological influences.
Philip Francis, first brought thisissue to the political forum and insisted that the Company
should enter into a settlement with the zamindars who were the actual owners of the [and.
The British Prime Minister, Pitt was aso in agreement with Francis' views as was the head
of the Company’s Board of Control, Henry Dandas. Philip Francis derived his
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understanding from Alexander Dow, the leading economist who propagated mercantilism.
Dow believed that if the land revenue arrangement was settled permanently, it would be
beneficial to agricultural production that in turn would lead to the growth of trade and
commerce. Henry Pattullo, an advocate of the Physiocrat tradition also believed that
private proprietorship of the land should be a permanent notion best suited to the advance
of agriculture. Cornwallis entered into long debates and analytical discussions on theissue
with James Grant and John Shore. Finally, the Decennia Settlement was replaced by a
Permanent Settlement with the Zamindarsin 1793.

Some historians opine that the Permanent Settlement was introduced to prevent
politica unrest and rebellion.Peter Marshdl (1987) believesthat the main am wasto create
a class who would act as collaborators in Company’s political rule. Many nationalist
historians have a so propounded this theory of Collaborators. Binay Bhushan Chaudhuri
(1982) has shown that Company was powerful enough to suppress the peasant revoltsin
Rangpur in 1783 and Birbhum in 1788-90. The chief motive behind introducing the
Permanent Settlement according to Chaudhuri and Sabyasachi Bhattacharya (1971) was
the Company’s foremost need to acquire a fixed and stable income from land revenue
which it had not been able to achieve even after taking over the Diwani of the province.
Company’s officias believed that acceptance of the permanent rights of the zamindars on
land would act as an incentive to them to increase agricultural production. Cornwallis
hoped that the newly endowed zamindars would bring forest, fallow and uncultivated land
under cultivation.

By the terms of the Permanent Settlement the zamindars were made the permanent
owner of hisland. He was required to pay the requisite amount of revenue to the East India
Company before sunset of the scheduled date, failing which hisland would be confiscated
by the Company and auctioned to the highest bidder. Thisisinfamousin history asthe
dreaded ‘Sunset Law’. Between 1794 to 1797 there was no increase in agricultural
production; as aresult the zamindars could not pay the required land revenue. Dueto the
strict enforcement of the sunset law amost haf of the old and powerful zamindars such as
Rajshahi, Dingjpur, Nadia, Birbhum, Bishnupur, Chandradeep lost their lands which were
auctioned by the Company. Historian, Narendra Krishna Sinha (1962) has blamed the
unusually high rate of revenue for this debacle of the old and big zamindars. According to
Binay Bhushan Chowdhury after the Permanent Settlement, between 1793-94 and 1806-
07, maximum amount of land was lost by the old zamindars of Bengal and Bihar and
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approximately 52% land of the traditional zamindars was confiscated in Orissa between
1804 to 1818.

James Mill (1817) had opined that the auctioned zamindari land was purchased by
traders and merchants who became the new landed class and many historians have since
then held this belief. It istrue the family of Dhaka's Nawab, Manda and Nandi family of
Dingjpur, Pal Chowdhury family of Ranaghat, Prasanna Kumar Thakur’sfamily of Kolkata
and Joy Krishna Mukherjee’'s family of Uttarpara and others were associated with trade
and commerce. However, Sirgjul 1lam has shown that most of the new zamindars were
not merchants, rather they were the officials of the old zamindars or the Company,
professionals or other zamindars. For instance, the Dwarkanath Tagore family, the Sinha
family of Kandi, Nandi family of Kasimbazar, Deb family of Shobhabazar and otherswere
originaly in employment under the zamindars or were officials of the Compan. They
became zamindars after purchasing the land auctioned by the company. Many rich
merchants like Ramdulal De, Radhamadhab Banerjee and the Seths and Basaks of
Kolkata were not interested in in purchasing zamindaris. In Orissa the land confiscated
from the old zamindars was bought in auctions by officials in the revenue or legal
departments who had a good idea about the cost of these landed properties.

3.4.5 Patni system

In order to fulfill their revenue commitment to the Company, the zamindars devel oped
aunique system, known as the Patni system. They divided their land and put middiemen
in charge of the land. The main function of these middlemen wasto collect revenue. The
big zamindars entered into a similar contract with these Patnidars and accepted their
permanent and hereditary right on the lands The Patnidars were also allowed to divide
their land further and put sub-Patnidarsin charge of smaller portions of the land. The
Patni system also acquired legal status in 1829. After having sub-let their lands, the
Zamindars and Patnidars were free to reside in luxury in the city of Kolkata. This crested
the phenomeneon of Absentee landlordism, with these landlords who were not interested
either in the improvement and development of their respective lands or in the welfare of
the ryots residing on them. The Patni system only succeeded in further exploiting the poor
peasants.
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3.4.6 Adverse Effects of the Permanent System

It is obvious that the Permanent System was not beneficial to the peasants who were
exploited at will so that maximum revenue could be extracted from them. However, Bipan
Chandra (1989) has pointed out that in spite of the poor condition of the peasants of the
province, they were better off than the peasants under the Ryotwari settlement who had
to pay an even higher rate of land revenue. Romesh Chunder Duitt (1874) has praised the
Permanent Settlement on account of the fact no major famine took place after its
introduction.

However, the demerits of the Permanent Settlement far exceed its advantages if any.
Binay Bhushan Chaudhuri is of the opinion, by transforming the zamindars into mere
subjects of the landlords, the English created a feudalistic system as existed in Europe.
Pramath Chowdhury in his essay ‘ Rayoter kotha has narrated the miserable condition of
the Bengali ryots and has pointed out that at a time when the French peasants had ended
the feudalistic regimein France, around the same time the peasants of Bengal had lost their
rights to their land for ever. The patni system created a number of middlemen who
exploited the peasants. According to an amendment in the permanent settlement in 1799,
the ryots unable to pay their dues to the zamindars, were liable to be evicted by them.
Historian Sirgjul Islam has referred to this law as the first black law of India hey. The
zamindars could evict the khudakhast or permanent ryots and replace them with pahikast
or non-permanentryots. Shekhar Bandyopadhay has shown that the traditiona rights of the
peasants in the land were completely overlooked. Moreover, besides the burden of land
revenue, a number of illegal taxes were imposed on them.

As a result of this exploitation the condition of the peasants grew worse. This
disgruntlement resulted in peasant revolts during the colonial period. We will discussthis
further in Module 6, Unit 15.

The East India company aso did not benefit from this system. With the increase of
agricultura production there was an increase in the land revenue. But this extraincome was
confiscated by the zamindars and the middle men. The company could not reap its benefits.
Thus when the Company introduced the Ryotwari Settlement in Bombay and Madras, it
tried to enter into direct settlement with the ryotsinstead of the landlords or middiemen.
In the Mahalwari Settlement in the northwest also the Company entered into a direct
settlement with the Mahal or the village.
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3.5 Summary

e After the battle of Buxar (1764) the East India Company acquired the right of
Diwani of Bengdl, Bihar and Orissa by the Treaty of Allahabad on 12 August 1765
from Emperor Shah Alam I1.

e The Company on the other hand was in charge of the revenues but had no
adminigrative responghbility towards the province. The Nawab had the adminigrative
responsibility but no power of implementation in the absence of requisite finances
at hisdisposal.

e TheDud system of Government had many adverse affects.

e The grant of Diwani proved disastrous for the rural economy of Bengal. The
Company was only interested in extracting the highest amount of revenue possible
and it doubled the revenue demand. This put pressure on the entire system down
to the lowest rung.

e Thegrant of Diwani did not prove advantageous for the British also.

e In 1769 the company was forced to introduce the Supervisor system though it was
withdrawn too later.

e The people suffered greatly due to the Famine of 1770 (1776 B.S.) known in
Bengali asthe‘ Chiatorer Manontar’. However, there was no let off in the revenues
to be paid and relief measures undertaken were horribly inadequate.

e Theterrible famine of Bengal compelled the Company to reconsider its position
and in 1772 under the new Governor-General, Warren Hastings, the Company
took direct responsibility of collection of revenue of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa

e Under the Panchshala system, the land was auctioned for five years to the
ljaradars. The ljara system did not alleviate the miseries of the peasants but
enhanced them further. Even big ljaradars like Ramjai Singh and lyasimuddin
suffered greatly for not being able to pay their dues to the Company.
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e In 1777, Hastings terminated the agreement with ljaradars and entered into aone-
year settlement with the zamindars known as the Eksala Bandobast. Needless to
say, this system collapsed too.

e The new Governor Genera Lord Cornwallis applied himself to the task of data
collection from 1786 to 1789 and on this basis entered into a ten-year settlement
with the zamindars known as the Dashsala Bandobast or the Decennid Settlement
with the rider that the settlement may soon become permanent.

e Hidorians have interpreted the reasons for introduction of the Permanent Settlement
in different ways.

e By thetermsof the Permanent Settlement the zamindars were made the permanent
owner of hisland. They were required to pay the requisite amount of revenueto
the East India Company before sunset of the scheduled date failing which hisland
would be confiscated by the Company and auctioned to the highest bidder. This
isinfamousin history asthe dreaded * Sunset Law’.

e In order to fulfill their revenue commitment to the Company, the zamindars
developed a unique system, known as the Patni system. They divided their land
and put middlemen in charge of the land.

e The demerits of the Permanent Settlement far exceed its advantages if any.
Historians have discussed the adverse effects of the Permanent Settlement.

3.6 Model Questions

1. Explainthe complexities of the Dua system of Government
What were the adverse effects of the Dual system of Government?

3. Was the Supervisor system able to resolve the problems relating to revenue
collection?

4.  Briefly discuss the Famine of 1770.

5. What wasthe ljara system? Did it benefit the peasants and the old Zamindari
class?
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Discuss the Eksala and Dahsala Bandobast.

Why was the Permanent Settlement introduced? What were its terms?

How did the Permanent Settlement affect the society and economy of Bengal ?
What was the Patni system?

10. Did the East India Company benefit from the Permanent Settlement?

© o N o
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4.7 Suggested Readings

4.0 Objectives

At the end of the Unit the learners will be able to understand:
e Themeaning of Drain of Wealth

e Historical context of Drain of Wealth from Bengal

e Various means of Drain of Wealth

e How Colonid ruleled to deindustrialization

e Historical debates on deindustrialization

e Reasonsfor lack of capitalist development in Bengal under colonia rule

4.1 Introduction

The colonia rule had an adverse effect on the trade and industry of Bengal aswell as
the rest of India. In this context the major issues of deliberation are Drain of wealth,
Deindustrialization, and dearth of capitalist development in Bengal.

45
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4.2 The Drain of Wealth from Bengal

A peculiar and salient feature of Bengal’s economic history in the second half off the
18th century was the drain of wealth. Before the battle of Plassey both the Europeans and
the Indians were engaged in a fair competitive trade and Commerce. However, after
Plassey the balance of trade tipped in favour of English East India Company, completely
leading to adrain of wealth from India beginning with Bengal. Drain of wealth can be
described as the use of political power to extract wealth from the colony and send it
abroad, in this case to Britain instead of using it for the development of Bengal and later
Indiaasawhole.

The drain of wealth started from Bengal in 1757 by two means: firstly, through the
investments of the Company. Before the Company’s victory at Plassey, its officias used to
get bullion from England. However, after Plassey they acquired abundant enough wealth
and did not require bullion from the mother country for their investments. The Company
purchased lots of goods from the revenue they confiscated from Bengal and send it to
England. However, no wealth from England was send to Bengal. James Grant tried to
justify thisdrain of wealth by pointing out that Bengal sent nazrana to the Mugha emperor
traditionaly. Asthis role was taken over by the Company, it had full right to the wealth of
Bengal. One cannot accept James Grant’s logic because he himsealf has admitted that no
wealth was sent to Delhi between 1746 and 1765. Rather bullion was sent from Bengal
to Bombay and Madras for Company’s trade and in the 1760s, 24 |akh bullion was sent
to China.

The second means of drain of wealth was viathe private servants of the Company.
As king-makers of Bengal the company earned plenty wealth, twice from Mir Jafar and
once from Mir Qasim before and after the battles of Plassey and Buxar respectively.
According to estimates the Company acquired approximately 5,00,00,000 in this manner.
Clive himself acquired huge sums of money from the nawabs.

By abusing the dastak for their private trade, the Company’s servants literally
plundered Bengal. This was one of the main issues of contest between the company and
the nawab sespecialy Sirg-ud-Daulaand Mir Qasm. The English residence of Murshidabad.
Sykes earned 12 to 13,00,000 in two years by indulging in private trade. At the time of
Hastings impeachment in England the main accusation against him was granting contracts
to his persona favourites and thus acquiring persona wesalth by granting military and non-
military contracts as he willed. The servants of the Company also acquired large amounts
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of illegal wealth by forcing the poor peasants and artisansto sell their products 20 to 30%
bel ow the market value.

The Company’s servants a so devised innovative methods to send this wealth home.
Many of them converted this wealth to diamonds which were purchased from Delhi and
South India. It was easy to ship diamonds stealthily growing without drawing much
attention. Another way of sending this wealth to England was by purchasing Armenian and
French Bills of Exchange.

The Christian missionaries of Sreerampur, Rgja Ram Mohan Roy and others alerted
the Company of the ongoing drain of wealth. Brooks Adams has referred to the Plassey
plunder. Later ‘Drain of wealth’ which affected the entire country was explained and
criticised by Dadabhai Naoroji and Romesh Chunder Dutt in their famous works on this
theme, namely, Poverty and Un British Rule in India(1901)and Economic History of
India (1904) respectively.

4.3 De-industrialization

Asin England there was a decline of traditional Indian artisan products once the use
of machine became rampant with the Industria revolution. However, in England this was
counterbalanced by massive rise in employment and income in the factories. On the other
hand, there was no such growth in Indian industries, income or employment till 1850s and
60s and the growth when it came was negligible compared to the rapid growth of industries
in England since the Industrial Revolution. The Indian handicrafts suffered in amajor way
due to the collapse of local demand by courtiers and princes who lost their status and
money to the British. The external market on which the Indian indigenous artisans
depended also felt sharply. The demand for the luxurious high-quality silk and cotton
handicrafts of Dhaka and Murshidabad used by the urban rich was badly hit. Although the
village crafts survived till the spread of railways in the rest of India, in eastern Indiathe
village artisans were a so badly affected, a price they paid for the consolidation of British
rulein Bengal first. However, the traditional village jajmani system by which the artisans
used to supply their products to peasantsin lieu of harvest continued to prevail in the
interior villages of Bengal.

Morris D. Morris (1968) has claimed that this theory of deindustriaization of Indiais

amyth. According to him, there was a huge demand for Indian textiles inspite of the large
imports from Lancashire. However, this view has been chalenged by Tapan Raychaudhuri
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(1968), Bipan Chandra (1968) and others. Toru Matsui hasrejected Morris interpretation
by arguing that the decline of cost in spinning and weaving greetly benefitted the Lancashire
manufacturers only. The Indian weavers might have gained somewhat from the use of
cheaper yarn imports but the weaving costs did not decrease. Rather they had to face
unequa competition from cheap imported cloth. Thereisno doubt that deindustridization
did take place as proved by the British official records like regional industrial survey,
Census and Famine reports. Nationalist economic historians have insisted that the sharp
declinein export of Indian handicrafts and increase of Lancashire imports are proof enough
that Bengal and India suffered deindustrialization. The Swadeshi movement in Bengd was
in part an attempt to revive many of these traditional crafts. Amiya Bagchi (1976) hasin
his research shown that in Bihar there was a big decline in the population dependent on
industries from 18% to 8%. Similarly, the number of cotton spinners and weavers fell

hugely.

4.4 Dearth of Capitalist Development in Bengal under
Colonialism

The general dearth of capitalist development in Bengal is conspicuous by its absence
during colonial rule. It has been often pointed out that this was due to the lack of interest
shown by the Bengali bhadralok class towards industry and trade. But then it cannot be
denied that the Bengali upper class were actively involved in business till 1840s.
Traditionally many historians have maintained that the Permanent settlement attracted
indigenous urban capital to land. However, this theory does not hold ground in light of
recent researches.

In reality the colonial state promoted European enterprise at the cost of Indian
entrepreneurs. For example, huge tracts of land was alotted to White tea plantersin Assam
by the British government. The Railway contracts were also granted to the Europeans
under the guarantee system. Before the First World War there were only two Indian banks
while the money market was chiefly controlled by the Europeans. This White monopoly
was particularly pronounced in eastern India where the easy availability of cotton, indigo,
tea etc. was much sought after by the European capitalists. The traditional business
communities like the Marwaris expanded into eastern India in the second half of the
nineteenth century but here too they merely acted as banias of the big British firms like
Shaw Wallace, Andrew Yule etc. Compared to Maharshtra and Gujarat, indigenous
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enterprise in Eastern India could not grow after the 1840s due to the establishment and
penetration of colonia rule especialy in Benga where it had its roots.

4.5 Summary

A peculiar and salient feature of Bengal’s economic history in the second half off
the 18th century was the drain of wealth.

Drain of wealth can be described as the use of political powerto extract wealth
from the colony and send it abroad.

The drain of wealth started from Bengal in 1757 by two means. Firstly, through
the investments of the Company. The second means of drain of wealth wasviathe
private servants of the company.

The Indian handicrafts suffered in amajor way due to the collapse of loca demand
by courtiers and princes who lost their status and money to the British. The
external market on which the Indian indigenous artisans depended aso felt sharply.
Morris D. Morris (1968) has claimed that this theory of deindustrializations of
Indiais amyth. However, this view has been challenged by Tapan Raychaudhuri
(1968), Bipan Chandra (1968), Toru Matsui and others.

The general dearth of capitalist development in Bengal is conspicuous by its
absence during colonid rule. Thisis because the colonia state promoted Europesn
enterprise at the cost of Indian entrepreneurs.

4.6 Moddl Questions

a b~ w DN P

How can you describe ‘ Drain of Wealth’'?

How did drain of wesalth start from Bengal ?

Why did the Company not require bullion from England after Plassey?
How did the Company’s officers plunder Bengal ?

What innovative methods were devised by the Company’s servantsto send their
wealth home?
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6. Why did Indian handicrafts decline under colonial Rule?

7. Do you agree with Morris D. Morris that the theory of deindustridization isa
myth? Give reasons for your answe.

8.  What were the causes of the lack of capitalist development in Bengal under
colonidism?
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Unit 50 The Spread of English Education

Structure
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5.3

5.4
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Objectives

Introduction

Initial lack of Company’sinterest in spread of education
Initial attemptsto promote education

5.3.1 Effortsof the Christian Missionaries
5.3.2 Contribution of individuals

Change in the Role of the Colonial Gover nment
54.1 Charter Act of 1831

5.4.2 Orientalist-Anglicist controver sy

54.3 Macaulay’s Minute (1835)

5.4.4 Wood’'s Despatch (1854)

54.5 Hunter Commission (1882)
Disadvantages of western education

SUmmary

Model Questions

Suggested Readings

5.0 Objectives

At the end of the Unit the learners will be able to understand:

e Thereasonfor theinitial reluctance of the East India Company’s Government to
promote education among Indians

e Therole played by Christian missionaries to spread education in Bengal
e Theroleplayed by private individuals to set up schools and collegesin Bengal

52
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e Theintervention of the colonial government and its consequences in Bengal with
specia reference to the Orientalist-Anglicist controversy

5.1 Introduction

When the East India Company established their rulein Bengal, atype of traditional
educationa system wasin vogue. In thetols, pathshalas which operated at theloca levels
the Brahmin pundits provided education in Hindu religion, philosophy, logic etc. chiefly to
students of upper castes in the medium of Sanskrit. The maktabs, madrasas etc. offered
education to Mudim students and in this case aso education was based on Idamic law and
rituals. Besides the Muslim Ulemas, many Hindu teachers who had knowledge of Arabic
and Persian were also employed in the maktabs etc.

5.2 Initial lack of Company’sinterest in spread of education

In spite of obtaining political power and executing land revenue settlements, the
authorities of East India Company took no interest in the prevailing educational system.
There were chiefly two reasonsfor thisindifferent attitude. Firstly, the Company considered
any spending on the education sector as waste of their money. Secondly, a group of
Englishmen maintained that any attempt by the Company to interfere in the existing
traditional system would be looked upon by suspicion by the Indian religious authorities
who controlled learning and would lead to arevolt against the foreigners.

Asareault, the fund for education was dependent on donations by the local zamindars.
Most of the children were deprived of higher studiesif they could not pay the requisite fees
to the school masters. Although the children received a smattering of education in this
traditional system it was not in keeping with the changes of the growing modern world. The
number of females taught in the schools was negligible compared to the male students.

5.3 Initial attemptsto promote education in Bengal

Some attempts were however made by the British in Bengal to promote education
though it was not for the Indians. Governor-General, Warren Hastings, for one, believed
that in order to administer properly it was first essential for the British to educate. It was
with this purpose that in 1781 he founded amadrasa in Cacutta. Further, with his support,
Sir William Jones established the Asiatic Society in 1784.
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In 1800, Governor-General Lord Wellesley established the Fort William College so
that the newly recruited civil servants could gain knowledge about Indian law, language,
customs and history etc. European scholarslike William Carey, John Gilchrigt, H.Colebrooke
taught in the college along with Indian scholars like Mrityunjay Vidyaankar, Srihari
Vidyaratna and others. Although David Kopf has referred to the college as the ‘ Oxford of
the East’ it could not operate very long. However, the scholars brought to light old Hindu
culture and civilization which found much appreciation among the Orientalists. Bengali
grammar and literature also devel oped under these scholars.

5.3.1 Efforts of the Christian Missionaries

In spite of opposition from the East India Company’s Government, the Christian
missionaries played aleading role in the spread of education in Bengal. Although the main
objective of the Evangelists was the spread of Christianity and proselytization in order to
create a conducive atmosphere for the same, the missionaries established a number of
educationd ingtitutions to promote learning among the locals. In 1800 William Carey with
the support of Joshua Marshman and William Ward founded the Baptist Mission in the
Dutch colony of Serampore. Thismission set up anumber of eementary schools and used
their printing pressto publish booksin the Bengdi language. In 1818 an English school was
also set up by the Mission, which isthe present Serampore College. Carey also trandated
the Bible in the vernacular and at the same time trand ated the Ramayana into English. A
Grammar of the Bengal Language written by Nathaniel B. Halhead was also printed by
the missonaries.

Thefirst Bishop of Calcutta, Middleton, established the Bishop College at Shibpur.
The Scottish missonary Alexander Duff emphasized the Significance of western science and
rationality to attack the superstitions prevalent in the contemporary Hindu society. The
General Assemblies Ingtitution established by him in 1835 has taken the form of the present
Scottish College. In the same year the St.Xaviers College was started by the Jesuit
missonaries.

5.3.2 Contribution of Individuals

Private efforts to support education were also made at theinitial stage by individuals
influenced by Bentham's utilitarianism. In this context English schools were set up at
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Bhawanipore and Chinsurain 1800 and 1814 respectively. Many famous philanthropists
and scholars, Indians and Europeans like Radhakanta Deb, Dwarkanath Tagore, Baidyanath
Mukhopadhyay, David Hare, Hyde East played aleading role in the establishment of the
Hindu College (1817), present-day Presidency University. Rgja Rammohan Roy was aso
associated with the establishment of the college in the initial stages. Radhakanta Deb and
David Hare founded the Cal cutta Schoolbook Society in 1817 to open up new schools
and provide quality text books to the students. David Hare also set up the Potoldanga
Academy/Hare School. Gourmohan Addy is credited with establishment of the Oriental
Seminary school in 1828.

5.4 Change in the Role of the Colonial Gover nment

Meanwhile, there was a marked change in the Company’s hitherto indifferent
attitude towards education. There were probably many reasons for a positive shift in the
Company’s policy. Historians have opined that with the expansion of Company’s
territories many officials were required to help the British administrators especialy in the
departments of revenue, law and order. Since it was not possible to keep on appointing
highly paid English civil servants, an increasing need was felt for educated English
speaking Indians, who could do the same work at lower wages aswell asact asaliaison
between the British rulers and the illiterate Indian masses.

Charles Grant, a high ranking official of the Company, did not think very highly of
contemporary Indian society and was probably the first to suggest in hisbook, writtenin
1792, that only education and primarily English education could uplift the Indians. He also
followed up this matter with the members of House of Commons in London.

Moreover, public sympathy in London for the missionaries and the acknowledgement
of their work was also growing with time. The British merchants and industriaists also felt
that greater number of English educated Indians would ensure a permanent market for
British manufactures.

5.4.1 Charter Act of 1813

The Charter Act of 1813 passed by the Parliament addressed these issues. The
Crown’s Sovereignty over the Company was asserted. The missionaries were allowed to
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propagate Christianity. It was stated that the British authorities were obliged to promote
Indian people’s “interests and happiness’ and “religious and mora improvement” and after
meeting other needs could set aside an annual sum of one lakh rupees for educational
purposes. However, it was only ten years later in 1823 that one lakh was allotted by the
Company for this purpose and a Committee of Public Instruction was created to disburse
the amount. This was the beginning of a controversy between the Orientalists and the
Anglicdgs

5.4.2 Orientalist-Anglicist controversy

Two famous Orientalist scholars, H.H. Wilson and A.H.T. Princep were appointed as
members of the Committee of Public Instruction. Another member, Holt Mackenzie
proposed the establishment of a Sanskrit College. Thus, the members wanted to use the
funds to promote oriental learning and philosophy.

However, the Anglicists were not in favour of promoting oriental learning. Some of
them like Rammohan Roy believed that Sanskrit learning would not be able to lead India
out of the darkness of socio-rdigious superdtitions and rigid regressive thinking. Rammohan
wrote aletter to Lord Amherst in 1823, recommending in strong terms, the promotion of
western science and knowledge to liberate Indian society from centuries of conservative
and inhuman customs.

5.4.3 Macaulay’s Minute (1835)

Governor-Genera Lord William Bentinck was a believer in the utilitarian philosophy.
He wanted to promote welfare of Indians by exposing them to English education and
western rationa thinking and science. He appointed Thomas Babington Macaulay, a strong
advocate of western education as the head of the Committee of Public Instruction. Many
points raised by the Anglicists were noteworthy but Macaulay famously considered the
entire collection of Sanskrit and Arabic literature and learning as no match to one bookshelf
on English literature. In his famous Minute of 1835, he advocated the cregtion of a class
of Indians who would be Indian only in colour and blood but European in thought and
attitude. On 7 March, 1835 Macaulay’s proposal was officially accepted and it was
resolved that the English literature and western science would be taught to the Indians
through the medium of English.
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The amount set aside for educational purposes was inadequate for mass education.
Therefore, Bentinck suggested that in keeping with the *filtration theory’, education must
be first provided to the upper and middle class so that they could percolate the sameto
the Indian masses.

5.4.4 Wood's Despatch (1854)

Most significantly, Wood's Despatch of 1854 proclaimed the determination of the
colonia state to directly ensure the spread of education. Until thistime, there had been little
direct effort by the colonial state to establish schools on a large scale and create an
integrated system of instruction. It had relied mostly on existing institutions, or those
established by other parties to carry on the actual task of instruction. The connections
between classes were not strong enough to ensure that knowledge would filter down
(Viswanathan, 1990).

Wood's Despatch proposed to commit government funds to support higher education
in English and primary education in the vernacular. At both of these levels, there were al'so
efforts now made to centralize authority. Centralization was most directly obviousin the
creation of abureaucratic structure for administration. A Department of Public Instruction
was established in each of the five provinces. For thefirst time, the village pathshala was
to teach a systematic curriculum and the need to making the teacher in the village
pathshala a paid employee were also envisaged. However, in order to be digible for this,
he would have to submit to a system of regular inspections. A system of Normal schools
was established to train teachers to instruct in the new curriculum. At the level of higher
education, auniversity system was established after the UniversitiesAct of 1857. Colleges
were now to be affiliated to various universities which were established in the Presidency
towns.

54.5 Hunter Commission (1882)

In many ways, the proposals of Wood's Despatch set a broad direction, without
actually ensuring awider spread of education. The Hunter Commission, set up in 1882,
consolidated the direction of colonid policy established by Wood's Despatch. The Hunter
Commission introduced the system of centralized examinations for primary schools. It was
in the aftermath of the Hunter Commission that alarge number of schools, colleges and
ingtitutions of higher learning emerged especialy private ones.The Hunter Commission also
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took note of groups that were educationally backward. In particular, it mentioned the fact
that more emphasis needed to be placed upon education of Muslims and women.

5.5 Disadvantages of Western Education

Western system of education in the medium of English did not spread to the rural areas
and the common man did not regp any benefitsfromiit. It was limited to the cities and the
upper classes. As pointed out by Sumit Sarkar, “the alienating and divisive effects of
education through a foreign medium were evident enough from the beginning, and have
persisted right up to the present day”. However, western education was significant in the
impact it had on Indian nationalist thinking and socia reform movementsled by the Indian
educated classes.

5.6 Summary

e In spite of obtaining political power and executing land revenue settlements, the
authorities of East India Company took no interest in the prevailing educational
system.

e |n 1800 Governor-Genera Lord Welledey established the Fort William College so
that the newly recruited civil servants could gain knowledge about Indian law,
language, customs and history.

e In spite of opposition from the East India Company’s Government, the Christian
missionaries played aleading role in the spread of education in Bengal.

e Many famous philanthropists and scholars, Indians and Europeans, played a
leading role in the establishment of schools and collegesin Bengal.

e Charter Act (1813) stated that the British authorities were obliged to promote
Indian people’s “interests and happiness’ and “religious and moral improvement”
and after meeting other needs could set aside an annual sum of one lakh rupees
for educationa purposes.
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In the Orientalist-Anglicist controversy, the Anglicists were not in favour of
promoting oriental learning.

Macaulay’s famous Minute of 1835 advocated the creation of a class of Indians
who would be Indian only in colour and blood but European in thought and
attitude.

Bentinck suggested that in keeping with the *filtration theory’, education must be
first provided to the upper and middle class so that they could percolate the same
to the Indian masses.

Wood's Despatch proclaimed the determination of the colonia state to directly
ensure the spread of education.

The Hunter Commision, set up in 1882, consolidated the direction of colonial
policy established by Wood's Despatch.

Western system of education in the medium of English did not spread to therura
areas and the common man did not reap any benefits

5.7 Model Questions

1

o

© o N o

What was the traditional education system in Bengal when the English East India
Company began itsrule there?

What were the chief reasonsfor East India Company, initid indifference towards
spread of education?

Why did Governor-Genera Lord Welledey establish the Fort William College?
Name some Indian scholars who taught in Fort William College.

Who established the Baptist missionary in Serampore? What were the significant
activities of thisMission?

Which college was started by the Jesuit missionariesin Bengal ?

Who was Charles Grant?

Discussthe Orientaist-Anglicist controversy.

What was the importance of Wood's Despatch in spread of education?
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10. What was the famous Macaulay Minute of 18357

11. What was the basic idea of the ‘filtration theory’?

12. Did Hunter Commission ensure awider spread of education?

13. What were the disadvantages of the western system of education?
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Unit 6 A The Rise of the Middle Class
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6.6 Summary

6.7 Modd Questions

6.8 Suggested Readings

6.0 Objectives

At the end of the unit the learners will be able to understand:

e Thedefinition of ‘middle class inthe colonid era

e How the early nationalists used the term to their advantage

e Why the British denounced the intelligentsia as a microscopic minority
e Theterm ‘elite’ used for the middle classis debatable

6.1 Introduction

Initsmost general form, the concept of “westernized middle class’ is simple enough.
It refers to Indians who, acquired an education based on English language and western
culture during the colonia era. Thistrend was especially visble since the 1820s and 1830s.
The concept itself has anillustrious pedigree, asit can be traced to Thomas Babington
Macaulay’s famous Minute of Education (1835) and the hopes expressed there that,
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through a diffusion throughout India of English language and culture, “a class of persons,
Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in moras, and in intellect”
would comeinto being. By the end of the 19" century, in the period of the rising nationalist
movement, theorists of the movement, like Surendranath Banerjea, popularised the concept
of a“new middle class” which was created by the impact of western culture on Indian
society and which was the carrier of “enlightenment, freedom, progress and prosperity”.

6.2 Indian Middle Class Political Advantage

Sumit Sarkar has pointed out how the use of the term ‘middle class served the interest
of thefirst Indian nationalists especially in Bengal. The Indian members of the modern
middle class, the westernized Indians could now claim, that like their English counterpart,
and in true English political tradition, they too were entitled to take agrowing role in the
government of their own country, following the path aready taken by the white dominions.
JR. McLane has pointed out the number of those studying English went up rapidly from
298,000 in 1887 to 505,000 in 1907.

English education gave the middle class a unique capacity to establish contactson a
country-wide scale. English educated government employees, lavyers, teachers, journdists
or doctors were able to work outside their home regions. This aso alowed them to forge
political alianceswith other communities and nationdists al over India. However, regional
disparities in English education also caused provincia tensions among the Indian middle
class since English became the sole path to good jobs.

6.3 British denunciation of Indian Middle Class

Thisemerging socia group enjoyed an importance far in excess of itssize. Only 1 per
cent were English literate in 1911. No wonder the British denounced them as a
‘microscopic minority’. The British rulers scorned the westernized Indians and pointed out
that far from being a new class, they actually formed an elite group whose high caste
memberstraditionally filled the bureaucracies of existing Indian states. Besides the British
claimed that after all the westernized Indians were not as westernized as they made out
themselves to be and anyway, certainly not westernized enough to be able to wield power
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according to true British-standards of fairness and justice. At the same time and rather
contradictorily the British rulers asserted that the westernized Indians, being westernized
had cut themselves out from the traditional society, namely from “true” India. This meant
that they represented only themselves, thus in the words of Viceroy Lord Dufferin the
westernized middle class formed “amicroscopic minority”.

6.4 Upper Caste Satus of Middle Class?

Early works by Anil Seal and John Broomfield considered the English-educated as
‘elite groups who belonged to the upper-caste satus. It is certainly true that the traditional
‘literary’ caste tended to take moreeasily to the new education. In 1883-84, 84.7 per cent
students of Hindu College came from the three bhadral ok castes of Brahman, Kayastha
or Vaidya. However, the value of this whole approach seems untenable today. Later in
1973, Seal admitted that in making such generalizations the official categories had been
taken into account which did not always give the true picture of the Rg. For example, not
al Bengdi brahmans like the brahman cook or purohit, could be considered as bhadral ok
by any means.

Theterm ‘elite’ itself is debatable in this context, given the Whites were the only
genuine and truly exclusive elite in colonial India. The English educated Bengali’s
worldview was rarely one of intentional protection of their privileges, whether educational
or caste-based, as one might expect of a true elite, and as one observes with the
Englishmen in India. Rather, some of them made significant personal sacrificesin social
reform campaigns that were often directed directly or indirectly at upper caste privileges,
and many more tried their best to expand education by founding private schools and
universitiesin their hometowns or villages. With the government’s budget being dashed
in 1882 for higher education, private endeavour was the primary means by which
education spread in India. Between 1881 and 1882, the number of private unaided
colleges rose from 11 to 53.
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6.5 Socio-economic Roots of Middle Class in Bengal

A study of the socio-economic roots of the intelligentsia and the emergence of the
middle classis significant. It reveals a marked contrast between growing awareness of
bourgeois ideals derived from contemporary devel opmentsin the West, and a predominantly
non-bourgeois socia base. Sumit Sarkar comments that this contrast was perhaps the
clearest in Bengal. The Bengali intelligentsia of the nineteenth century cultivated the self-
image of madhyabritta-sreni or the ‘middle class’, placed below the zamindars but above
thetoilers. The Bengali middle class found its modd in the European ‘ middle class . They
were inspired to learn that by means of western education, itsrational thought and scientific
knowledge, Europe had emerged from the dark medieval ages and heralded the modern
times through movements such as the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Enlightenment, and
democratic revolution or reform.

The socid roots of the Bengali middle classlay not inindustry or trade, for these were
increasingly controlled by British managing agency firms and their Marwari subordinates.
Rather their rootslay in government service or the professions of law, education, journalism
and medicine. They often had some connection with land in the shape of the intermediary
tenures which were rapidly proliferating in Permanent Settlement Bengal. The Anrita
Bazar Patrika of 9 December 1869, vividly expressed this duaism: ‘Middle
class (madyabritta) people are always considered the most useful group in any society.
Our country’s welfare depends to alarge extent on this class. If thereis ever to be asocid
or any other revolution in this country, it will be by the middle class. All the beneficial
Ingtitutions or activities that we seein our country today has been started by thisclass....the
livelihood of the middle class eople comes from landed property and the services...middle
class people are often, ‘gantidars' ( intermediate tenure).

It must be noted that the Bengali intelligentsia, the bhadralok were not averse to
business or trade. In fact middle class journal s throughout the nineteenth century were
constantly urging their readers to take to independent industry or trade. However, the link
with a semi-feudal land system did inhibit, radical thought and action when it came to
agrarian issues. This limitation as pointed out by Sumit Sarkar later had momentous
consequence in Bengal where there was alarge Muslim peasant popul ation.
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6.6 Summary

The Indian members of the modern middle class claimed that like their English
counterpart, they too were entitled to take a growing role in the government of
their own country.

The concept of “westernized middle class’ in ssimple enough. It refersto Indians
who, acquired an education based on English language and western culture during
the colonial era.

English education gave the middle class a unique capacity to establish contacts on
acountry-wide scale.

The British rulers scorned the westernized Indians and pointed out that far from
being a new class, they actually formed a small elite group in India’s large
popul ation.

Theterm *elite’ used for the middle class is debatable given the Whites were the
only genuine and truly exclusive ditein colonia India

The roots of the middle classlay in government service or the professions of law,
education, journalism and medicine. They often had some connection with land
which influenced their palitics.

6.7 Model Questions

o A w b

How will you define the westernized middle classin the colonial era?

Which Indian nationalist popularized the concept of the ‘middle class ?

How did the term middle class serve the advantage of the first Indian nationalists?
Why did the British consider the intelligentsiaa‘ microscopic minority’ ?

Do you agree that the English educated were an dlite group belonging to the upper
castes?

Discuss the socio-economic roots of the middle classin Bengdl.
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Unit 7 O Socio-Religious Reform Movements

Structure
7.0 ODbjectives
7.1 Introduction
7.2 Definition of ‘socio-religious movements
7.3 Ram Mohan Roy and the Brahmo Movement
7.3.1 Brahmo Samaj after Rammohan
7.4 Derozio and Young Bengal Movement
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7.8 Summary
7.9 Modd Questions
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7.0 Objectives

At the end of this unit the learners will be able to understand:

e Theeghteenth and nineteenth century socio-religious movementsin Bengd paved
the way for such movements all over India

e Raja Rammohun Roy was the pioneer of this movement and is known as the
“Father of Modern India

e Development of the Brahma Samagj during Rammohun’s time and thereafter under
other leaders

e The socio-religious reform movements like sati were opposed by the conservative
section of the Hindu society who were in the majority
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e Henry Vivian Derozio spread radical ideas through histeaching and his disciples
started the “ Young Benga’ movement

e Ishwar ChandraVidyasagar’s contribution to the upliftment of Indian womanhood

e Ramkrishna Paramhansa spread the message that service to man was service to
God. Hisfollowers came from all stratas of society

e Ramakrishna’'s message was spread by his most famous disciple Swami
Vivekananda. He was the first Indian to take the Hindu philosophy to the West

7.1 Introduction

The British conquest of India during the 18th and 19th century exposed some serious
flaws and drawbacks of Indian social institutions. The response was varied but the need
to reform social and religious life was definitely felt and acted upon. It aso brought in a
completely new sets of ideas and social world. The exposure to post-Enlightenment
rationalism, which came to represent modernity, influenced the outlook of a select group
of Indians.

7.2 Definition of ‘socio-religious movements

In*The New Cambridge History of India; Socio-religious reform movementsin British
India Kenneth W. Jones proposed a definition of ‘socio-religious movements'. He
explained that the term “ socio” refersto an attempt to reorganise society in terms of socia
behaviour, custom, structure, or control. All socio-religious movements demanded changes,
ranging from the relatively limited approach of orthodox groups to radicals who articul ated
sweeping changes in socio-religious matters. The term ‘religious’ refers to the kind of
authority used to legitimize agiven ideology and programme. This authority was based on
the claim that original religious scriptures were no longer being properly observed, or that
areinterpretation of doctrine was required or the need for codification of anew religious
leader’s message.
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7.3 Rammohun Roy and the Brahmo M ovement

Rammohun Roy (1772-1833) has been rightly caled the ‘ Father of Modern India . He
played a central role in the socio-religious awakening of nineteenth century Bengal and
India. He knew severd languages and was an erudite scholar of histimes. A multi-faceted
persondity he touched upon nearly every aspect of socid life and promoted the regeneration
of the Indian nation.

In hisfirst philosophical work, Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhidin, published in 1805, he analysed
the major world religionsin the light of ‘reason’. He rgected religion as a matter of faith
outside reason and criticised the unnecessary rituals associated with it.

Rammohun’s reform efforts were accelerated after he relocated to Calcuttain 1814.
He founded the Atmiya Sabha and has been a consistent opponent of religious and social
injustices. He condemned idolatry and advocated for monotheism. He held the Brahman
priests responsible for perpetuating religious evils by keeping people ignorant of the true
teachings of indigenous scriptures. To educate the people he published the Bengali
trandation of some of the scriptures and profusely wrote in defence of monotheism. His
trandations into and writings in the vernacular promoted the growth of Bengali language.

Rammohun Roy remained arationalist during the entire period of hisintellectua life.
In Tuhfat hisrationalism wasin full bloom. Even in his later writings reason retains its
rightful place as the touchstone of reality. Although later he sought the support of the
scriptures, that too was to promote the reform of the Hindu society.

In 1828 he established a new society, the Brahma Sabha which later came to be
known as the Brahma Samagj. His primary purpose was to rid Hinduism of itsevils and to
preach monotheism. It incorporated the best teachings of other religions and acted as a
powerful platform for the advocacy of humanism, monotheism and socia regeneration.

Rammohun was extremely pained at the prevailing social degeneration. In particular he
was concerned with the pitiable plight of women in the society. His main goa wasto purge
Hinduism of its vices and to preach monotheism. He launched a crusade against the evil
practice of sati the burning of a widow on the funeral pyre of her dead husband. His
agitation bore fruit finally in 1829 when Lord William Bentinck, the Governor General of
India, enacted alaw against the practice. However, the solution which he put forward for
the living widows was not widow-remarriage but ascetic widowhood.
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Rammohun criticized polygamy, eerly marriage, and he opposed the women's subjugeation
and inferior status in society. He condemned polygamy and early marriage, and he opposed
women'’s subjugation and inferior status in society. He linked their problems to the
underlying cause, which was alack of property rights. Female education, he believed, was
another effective way to lift Indian society out of social stagnation.

He advocated for the introduction and spread of modern education, which could serve
as amajor vehicle for the dissemination of modern ideas throughout the country. He
enthusiastically supported David Hare, who, aong with many Indian notables of Calcutta,
founded the famous Hindu Collegein 1817. He also ran an English school on hisown dime
in Calcutta. In 1825, he established the Vedanta College, which provided both Indian and
Western education.

Rammohun laid stress on India's need for Western scientific knowledge, Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy and other useful sciences. He understood the
causes of Western intellectual progress and desired for Indians to reap the benefits of
Europe's progress. His goal was the fusion of the best in the East and the West.

Every socid and religious reform effort he made was aimed at nation building. Through
his reform, he hoped to lay the groundwork for the unification of Indian society, which was
divided into disparate groups. He was particularly critical of the rigidities of the caste
system, which he saw as a source of discord among Indians. On the one hand, he claimed
that the monstrous caste system created inequaity and division among the people, while on
the other, it “ deprived them of patriotic feing.”

Rammohun addressed not only social and religious issues, but also political and
economic concerns of the time. Rammohun’s political leanings were internationalist,
libertarian, and democratic.

Whatever his limitations, Rammohan Roy was the nineteenth century’s first luminous
gtar on the Indian intellectua firmament. This great Indian died in 1833, leaving behind his
ideas and the message of modernization for others to follow.

7.3.1 Brahmo Samaj after Rammohun

According to Kenneth W Jones, the Brahmo Samaj, an acculturative movement
among Bengali Hindus, was led and supported by members of the English-educated dlite.
It began in Calcutta's colonia environment and spread to other cities, then towns, following
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aline of Bengali emigrants north-west to the Punjab. Brahmo leaders aso carried it to the
South and West.

Following Roy’s death in 1833, Debendranath Tagore assumed leadership of the
Brahmo movement, providing it with a better organisational structure and ideological
consistency. However, in the 1860s, Bijoy Krishna Goswami and Keshab Chandra Sen
took the movement beyond the limited elite circles of Calcuttaliterati and into the district
towns of east Bengal. Goswami bridged the gap between Brahmoism and the popular
religious tradition of Vaishnavism, whereas Sen's specific focus was to reach out to alarger
number of non-Westernised Bengalis in the eastern Gangetic plains and to expand the
movement beyond Bengal to other provinces of India.

According to Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, if missionary activities were one of Keshub
Sen’smajor contributions to the Brahmo movement, the other was arenewed emphasis on
socid reforms. He introduced radicalism into the movement by criticising the caste system,
focusing on the issue of women'’s rights, promoting widow remarriage and inter-caste
marriages, and so on. However, this radicalism caused the first schism within the Brahmo
movement. As Meredith Borthwick has demonstrated, there was a schism between
Keshab's followers, who valued social progress and reform above all else, and
Debendranath’s followers, who preferred to maintain their identification with Hindu society.
The former founded their Brahmo Samaj of India in 1866, while the latter sought to
preserve their identity under the banner of Adi (original) Brahmo Sama.

The Brahmos reinterpreted Hinduism. They formed western style voluntary religious
association with congregational meetings, officers, preachers, printed literature and bank
accounts. Through the travel of their leaders, they aso reached the far South and the West
coast. As a result, the Brahmos offered a new Hinduism and a model of religious
organisation to othersin the colonial milieu. Their own movement split into three distinct
sections. The Adi Samgj returned to the parent religion, the New Dispensation focussed
on acult centred around Keshab Chandra Sen and focusing on elements of bhakti, while
the Sadharan Samaj adhered to Rammohun Roy’s original teachings.

7.4 Derozio and Young Bengal M ovement

During the late 1820s and early 1830s, there was emergence of a radical and
intellectual trend among the youth in Bengal, which came to be known as the * Young
Benga Movement'. A young Anglo-Indian, Henry Vivian Derozio, who taught at the Hindu
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College from 1826 to 1831, was the leader as well asinspirer of this progressive trend.

He gathered around him the best boys from the college, whom he constantly
encouraged to think freely and to challenge all authorities. Derozio spread radical ideas
through his teaching and the organisation of a debate and discussion group on literature,
history, philosophy, and science. Derozio’s students, collectively caled the Young
Bengal, ridiculed all old socia traditions and customs, debated the existence of God,
defied socia and religious convictions and demanded freedom of thought and expression
and education for women. The Derozians established the Academic Association(1828) and
the Society for the Acquisition of General Knowledge(1838) to propagate their views.

However, the social conditions were not conducive to the devel opment of their ideas.
To demonstrate their independence, the Derozians frequently drank wine and ate beef. The
radical views of this group, as well astheir unconventional practices such as not paying
respect to religious idols, alarmed the orthodox Hindus of Calcutta. They believed that
Derozio's teachings was the root cause of the young boys' unorthodox beliefs and put
pressure on the Hindu College's administration to dismiss him. Derozio’s dismissal and
sudden death in 1831 did not end the Young Bengal Movement. Despite the loss of
leadership, members of this group continued to preach radical views through teaching and
journalism. Derozio was possibly Modern India’ s first nationalist poet. ‘ To India—My
Native Land,” is his most famous poem.

Surendranath Banerjea described the Deozians as “the pioneers of the modern
civilization of Bengal, the conscript fathers of our race whose virtueswill excite veneration
and whose failings will be treated with gentlest consideration.”

7.5 Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

The next towering personality to appear on the Indian seen was Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, the great scholar and reformer. Born in 1820, in a very poor family he
struggled through hardship to educate himself and in the end rose in 1851 to the position
of the principa ship of the Sanskrit College. Despite being agreat Sanskrit scholar, hismind
was open to the best of Western thought, and he came to represent a happy blend of
Indian and Western culture. He opened the gates of the Sanskrit College to non-brahman
students for he was opposed to the monopoly of Sanskrit studies that the priestly class
enjoyed in contemporary society. He evolved a new technique of teaching Sanskrit and by
hiswritings helped in the evolution of amodern prose style in Bengali.
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Abovedl, Vidyasagar is remembered fondly by his countrymen for his contribution to
the empowerment of India’s oppressed women. Here, he proved himself to be aworthy
successor to Rammohan Roy. He fought for widow remarriage for along time. The
sufferings of the Hindu widows sparked his humanism to the fullest. In 1855, heraised his
powerful voice in support of widow remarriage, backed by the weight of immense
traditiona learning. Soon after, a powerful movement in favour of widow remarriage arose,
which is still going on today. Later that year, in 1855, alarge number of petitions from
Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Nagpur, and other Indian cities were presented to the
government, requesting that an act legalising widow remarriage be passed. This campaign
was successful, and such legidation was enacted.

Thefirst lawful Hindu Widow Remarriage among the upper castesin our country was
celebrated in Calcutta on 7 December, 1856 under the inspiration and supervision of
Vidyasagar. Between 1855 and 1860, twenty-five widow remarriages were performed
thanksto his efforts, which included the provision of monetary ass stance to needy couples.
Widows of many other castes already had this right under customary law in various parts
of the country.

Vidyasagar aso protested against child marriage. He spent his entire life campaigning
againgt polygamy. He was also very interested in women’s education. He organised thirty-
five girls schools as agovernment ingpector of schools, many of which heran at hisown
expense. As Secretary of the Bethune School, he was a forerunner of women’s higher
education.

7.6 Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was one of modern India s greatest saints. Ramakrishna
was born into apoor Bengali Brahmin family. From his childhood, he displayed areligious
bent of mind. He had no formal education, but his speeches were filled with wisdom. He
was the chief priest of the Kali templein Dakshineswar, which was near Calcutta. People
from all walks of life came to Dakshineswar to hear hislectures.

Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was a liberal thinker. He was convinced that all religions
shared an underlying unity and that only the methods of worship differed. Any form of
worship could be offered to God as long as it was done with complete devotion. He
believed that service to man was service to God, because man was the earthly manifestation
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of God. Man-made divisions made no sense because man was God's creation. Ramakrishna
Paramhamsa was a great teacher who could express complex philosophical ideasin smple
language that anyone could understand. He believed that religious salvation was possible
through renunciation, meditation, and devotion.

Sumit Sarkar describes Ramakrishna Paramhansa as the saintly Dakshineswar priest
who, through his eclecticism and rustic simplicity, enchanted Calcutta’s sophisticated
intellectuals. Jones suggests that Ramakrishna did not teach a structured set of ideas.
However, two themes ran through his discussions: the universdlity of al religions - dl were
true and led to God and the logical conclusion that there would be no need for criticism
or conversion if al religions were true. Keshab Chandra Sen popularised Ramakrishna's
teachings after the two met for the first time in 1875. The message of Ramakrishnawas
spread throughout India by his most ardent and beloved disciple, Narendranath Datta, who
became known around the world as Swami Vivekananda.

7.7 Vivekanada

Swami Vivekananda, also known as Narendra Nath Datta, was Sri Ramakrishna's
most illustrious disciple. In January 1863, he was born in Calcutta. He attended Scottish
Church College and was well-versed in Western philosophy. Vivekananda was a brilliant
thinker with a sharp critical and analytical mind. Vivekanandamet Sri Ramakrishnawhen
he was eghteen years old. This encounter completely changed hislife. After S Ramakrishna's
death, Vivekananda became a‘ sanyasi,” and devoted hislife to preaching and spreading
Ramakrishna's message to the people. His religious message was adapted to meet the
needs of contemporary Indian society.

Vivekananda declared that all religions are fundamentally one. He was an outspoken
opponent of the caste system, religious rituals, ceremonies, and superstitions. He had a
thorough understanding of Hindu philosophy and travelled extensively to spread its
message. Vivekananda spoke comprehensively about Hinduism at the Parliament of World
Rdigionsin Chicago in 1893. His brilliant Hindu philosophy speech was well received. He
was dubbed a *Orator by Divine Right’ by American newspapers. He gave a series of
lecturesin the United States, England, and severa other European countries. Vivekananda
used his speeches to explain Hindu philosophy and dispel misconceptions about the Hindu
religion and Indian culture that were prevaent in Western countries. ‘ He was the first Hindu
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whose personality garnered demonstrative international recognition for India’s ancient
civilisation and her newly born claim to nationalism,” writes VVaentine Chirol. According to
Sumit Sarkar, Vivekananda was far from an obscurantist or revivalist in any way.

Vivekananda was, indeed, a patriot from the core of his heart, with faith in the
evolution of Indian civilisation, an intense zedl to revive al that was good and greet in her
civilisation and to serveit in al possible ways for her onward march, emphasisesK.K
Datta. Hisvision of Hinduism was torn between a magnificent past and a degraded present.
In this he shared the perceptions of Rammohun Roy and other Hindu thinkers of the
nineteenth century. Vedanta, an expression of Hindu spiritual supremacy, was the one
universal religion for Vivekananda. He related thisideato adualistic division of the world
into East and West. Vivekananda characterised the West as materidistic and contrasted it
with a spiritual East, referring to India and Hinduism. The restored Hinduism that
Vivekananda desired was based on selfless action by Ramakrishna's dedicated followers,
who would find savation through socia service while proving the superiority of their beliefs.
This socio-religious movement, which began with the teachings of atraditional sanyas,
drew into it young members of the English-educated elite, resulting in an acculturative
movement. Under Vivekananda's leadership, it was also successful among non-Hindusin
the West, making it the first Hindu movement to explore a completely new source of
support. When Vivekananda died, he left behind hisidess, aswell as Ramakrishna'sless
structured teachings and a socia service organisation. According to Jones, the mgjor pieces
existed, but it was not until the twentieth century that they came together to form a
successful socio-religious movement.

7.7.1 The Ramakrishna Mission

Vivekananda's primary rolein Indiawasthat of asocid reformer rather than areligious
leader. He spread Ramakrishna' s message of peace and brotherhood, emphasising the
importance of religious tolerance as a means of establishing peace and harmony in the
country. He believed that it was the social responsibility of those in positions of power to
care for the oppressed, or ‘daridra narayan.’ Vivekananda established the Ramakrishna
Mission in 1896 to promote social welfare. It promoted social good and socid service over
persona salvation. The Ramakrishna Mission advocated for religious and socia reform
based on India's ancient culture. The essentia spirit of Hinduism was emphasised rather
than rituals. The primary goal of the Ramakrishna Mission wasto provide social service.
It considered serving a human being to be the same as worshipping God. The Mission
started a chain of missions all over Indiaand the world.
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7.8 Summary

18™ and 19" century socio-religious movements demanded changes, ranging from
the relatively limited approach of orthodox groups to radicals who articul ated
sweeping changes in socio-religious matters.

Rammohun Roy (1772-1833) has been rightly called the ‘Father of Modern
India . He played a central role in the socio-religious awakening of nineteenth
century Bengal and India

After Roy’s death in 1833, the leadership of the Brahmo movement was taken
over by Debendranath Tagore. The movement was taken to district towns of East
Bengal and outside Bengal by Bijoy Krishna Goswami and Keshab Chandra Sen

Theradical ‘ Young Bengal Movement’ was led by ayoung Anglo-Indian, Henry
Vivian Derozio

The next towering personality to appear on the Indian scene was Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, the great scholar and reformer. Above all Vidyasagar is remembered
gratefully by his countrymen for his contribution to the uplift of India’s down-
trodden womanhood

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa, the chief priest of the Kali temple in Dakshineswar
was one of modern India's greatest saints. He was convinced that all religions
shared an underlying unity and that only the methods of worship differed

7.9 Model Questions

o ks~ wWwbhPRE

How can you define the socio-religious movements?

Why is Rammohun Roy called the ‘ Father of Modern India ?
What was the significance of Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhidin ?

What was Rammohun’srolein the field of education?

How did the Brahmo movement devel op after Rammohun’s death?
What were the teachings of Derozio?
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7. What steps did Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar take to empower the oppressed
women?

8. What was the message of Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa?
9. What do you know about Vivekananda's early life?

10. What was Vivekananda's message to the world?

11. Why was the Ramakrishna Mission established?
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8.0 Objectives

At the end the Unit the learners will be able to understand:

The meaning and definition of Renaissance in Bengal in the 19™ century
Historical debate on Bengal Renaissance

Western and traditional elementsin the Benga awakening

Thefeatures of religious, socid, political and cultura renaissance
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8.1 Introduction

The concept of the Bengal Renaissance refersto a second birth, or more precisely, a
re-birth, awakening, or rejuvenation of society and culture following a period of ‘ decline
or ‘stagnation’ in the pre-colonia period of the seventeenth and elghteenth centuries. British
and Indian scholars maintain that renai ssance Bengd paved the way for Indian Renaissance
in general. There are many interpretations regarding the term and concept, as well asthe
essence and content of the historical period. According to Subrata Dasgupta (2012), “The
debates have centred dmost entirely on economic, socia, and cultural issues: whether there
was arenaissance a all, whether it was comparable to the Italian Renaissance, and its
significance (or lack thereof) from socia, political, and cultural perspectives’.

8.2 Renaissance in Bengal

The term “renaissance” first appeared in connection with the onset of Indian
modernization, when Calcutta and other cities became the economic, social, and cultural
centres of new native elitesin colonial Bengal. From the early nineteenth century, the
concept of renaissance appeared in conversations and works by first reformers who had
come into contact with Western civilization and culture. They compared the process of
awakening in culture and society, and changes in the thoughts of Bengali educated ditesto
the period of the Italian Renai ssance. Rammohun Roy (1772-1833), known asthe * Father
of Modern Indid’ and “Father of the Bengal Renaissance,” was a philosopher and reformer
who recognised the importance of Benga in the advancement of Indian cultural and socia
development. In an interview with Rev. Alexander Duff, a Scottish Presbyterian missionary,
Rammohun said, “1 began to think, that some similar to European Renai ssance might have
taken place herein India’ (Quoted in Smith 1879, I, 118). Rammohun's spiritual heirs,
from Krishnamohan Banerjea and Debendranath Tagore to Aurobindo Ghose and
Rabindranath Tagore, referred to their epoch as a “renaissance” and “regeneration.”
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay also called his own time * renai ssance’ . Aurobindo began
‘the epoch of our Renaissance’ from Rammohun Roy to Rabindranath Tagore and
acknowledging the roles of other outstanding figures like Devendranath Tegore, Rgjnarayan
Bose, Aksay Kumar Datta, Michael Madhusudan Duitt, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
Rajendrala Mitra, Dinabandhu Mitra, Keshab Chandra Sen and other. Aurobindo stated:
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Our Renascence was marked, like its European prototype, by a
thawling of old moral customs, though not to the same extent. With
Impatient energy, the calm, docile, pious, and dutiful Hindu ideal was
pushed aside, and the Bengali, free of the iron restraint that had formed
afrosty line on his warm blood and sensual feeling, escaped joyoudly
into the open air of an almost Pagan freedom.... ... Thisisusualy the
moral note of our nascence, aburning desirefor life. (Ghose 1997, 95)

Many key figuresin socia-cultural processes spoke of renaissance (nabajagaran, or
udbodhan) as a goal of reformist activities of educated elite (Krishnamohun Banerjea,
Surendranath Banerjea), as a literary renaissance (Bipin Chandra Pal, Rabindranath
Tagore), asreligious and spiritual activity (especially associated with the Brahmo Samg).
According to David Kopf therefore, “the concept of the Bengal Renaissance was not
invented by twentieth-century Indian historians evauating their nineteenth-century heritage”
(Kopf & Joarder 1977, 4).

8.3 Supporters and Opponents of the term ‘Bengal
Renaissance’

In the twentieth century, two groups of researchers emerged—ardent supporters and
vehement opponents, of the term “Bengal Renaissance.” Their methodological approaches
and positions were what distinguished them.

The opponents reject the possibility of labelling Modern processes in India as
‘renaissance’, and defend the renai ssance character of Indian Middle Ages culture. These
authors like Chelyshev and Konrad use the term “Enlightenment” to describe the tone of
cultural processesin nineteenth-century India. Later scholars also contended that the epoch
had no impact on Modern India’s society, politics, economy, or culture. Nirad C.
Chaudhuri, Arabinda Poddar, Susobhan Sarkar, K.S. Bhattacharjee and others focussed
on the elitist and thus incomplete character of the Bengal Renaissance.

There are two main conventional groups among supporters of the term ‘Bengal
Renaissance . Literary higtorianslike J.S. Ghosh, Suniti Kumar Chatterji and others believe
that Indian culture possessed renaissance characteristics in 14" to 16" centuries as well
as the 19" century. This group highlights a new renaissance that arose from historical
events in the 18M-19™ centuries, such as the establishment of British colonia rule,
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interactions between Indian and Western cultures, and the rise and growth of new educated
elites, among other things.

Scholars like R.C. Mazumdar, Kali Kinkar Datta, A. Panicker and others refer to
‘renaissance’ asameans of the awvakening and development in traditiona societies that had
resisted modernization. The term ‘Indian Renaissance’ refers to the pan-Indian nature of
socio-cultural processes derived from regional movementsin social, scientific, literary,
political, and cultural spheres.

Indian authors associ ate the beginnings and grounds of the Renai ssance with reformist
activitiesin Bengal by Rammohun Roy and his Brahmo Samaj. As aresult, the Bengal
Renaissance is considered the origin and centre of the Indian Renaissance as awhole.
Regional renai ssances began in the mid or late nineteenth century in Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Punjab, Tamilnadu, Kerala, etc.

8.4 Wester nism and Traditionalism in Bengal Awakening

Susobhan Sarkar described the Bengal awakening as a reaction to “the impact of
British Rule, bourgeois economy, and modern Western culture.” There was a complex
interaction of Westernism and traditionalism, liberalism and conservatism, reformism and
radicalism, religious and secular components in the search for an adequate path to
modernity by Bengal intellectuals from Rammohan Roy’s “ epoch-making” lifework to
Rabindranath Tagore's. The epoch’s main goa was to bring together Indian and Western
societies. The authors of the monograph Studies in the Bengal Renaissance painted a
multifaceted picture of the phenomenon of Bengal-European contact, which arose from
Chrigtianity and European rationa and freeinquiry. Religious and rationalist aspects of the
epoch stimulated the mind’s awakening and roused its creative activities.

Ramesh Chandra Majumdar (1960) examined the Bengal Renaissance within the
larger context of the Indian Renaissance as a powerful secular movement that created new
nationa consciousness, patriotism, socid reforms, and new palitical ideas unknown in India
prior to the nineteenth century. The main trends of the epoch are the advancement of
English education, the rise of social and political idess, reforms, and organisations, as well
asreligious aspects.

According to Arabinda Poddar’s Marxist perspective, the Bengal Renaissance is not
the rediscovery of India’s past in the present, but the awakening of the socia mind, the
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overcoming of conformism, social stagnation, and the closed, introverted character of
Indian society. According to Poddar, the typical Renaissance figure was a Bengal
intellectual who, as aresult of English education, was oriented towards rationalism and
free-thinking val ues and was confronted with old traditional values and surroundings. The
first period of the Renai ssance was represented by the intellectual mood of anglophilism,
the second (after 1857) was represented by the search for identity and the discovery of
united India based on Hindu mythology and Puranic literature in opposition to asecular civil
identity.

In his recent work, Subrata Dasgupta, regards renaissance as a genuine cognitive
revolution cregted by a‘smal, but remarkable community of individuas, the intellectual and
creative vanguard of a cultural time in history, and he writes: “...The emergence of the
Bengal Renaissance’s creative mentality represented such a cognitive revolution —that it
represented a sharp transformation in the cognitive identity of a specific group of people,
primarily in Bengd.”

There were some nationalists like Derozian, Maheshchandra Deb who rejected
traditional values and institutions as incompatible with arationalist approach to redlity.
Maheshchandra Deb criticised Hindu sastras for enslaving women and proposed the
abolition of traditional institutions such as seclusion, the custom of parents’ privilege to
provide matches for their sons and daughters and early marriage, polygamy (particularly
kulinism), the “most detestable crime adultery,” eterna widowhood, and so on.

However, others like Bhudev Mukhopadhyay were in favour of prevalence of
traditional values, aswell asthe removal of some unsuitable norms and institutions for
modernity. He praised the British for their economic, political, educational, and scientific
achievements, but he believed that traditiona Hindu values such as caste socid differentiation,
other-worldly orientation, working in accordance with dharma, joint family and joint-
ownership of property, and even child marriage were important for societal harmony and
self-development. Thus, only if the Hindus remained true to their values would society
urvive.

The best combination of Western innovation’s positive achievements and Indian
tradition’s positive ones can be seen in Swami Vivekananda's dialectical position that
exemplified asynthetic and qualitative variant:
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Of course new things have to be learnt, have to be introduced and
worked out; but is that to be done bysweeping away all that isold, just
becauseit is old? What new things have you learnt? Not any — save
and except ajumble of words! What really useful science or art have
you acquired?

European Renai ssance was based on Humanism. In Bengal, social reform movements
were sparked by the perception of human suffering as a social evil. Unlike European
humanists who sought the human right to happiness, Bengal thinkers and reformers
Rammohun Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Keshab Chandra Sen, Sivanath Sastri, and
others saw relief from suffering as the primary condition for attaining happiness. According
to Rammohun Roy’swriting on sati rite,

... These arefacts, occurring every day, and not to be denied. What |
lament is that, seeing the women this dependent and exposed to every
misery, you feel for them no compassion, that might exempt them from
being tied down (to funeral pyre of husbands) and burnt to death.

In the Reformation sphere, Bengal intellectuals responded to a new set of questions—
on the true essence of Hindu religion, on the proper relationship between its spirit and form,
on human-God relations, on the role of priesthood and mode of worship, and on the socia
meaning of religion including ethics. The answers were sought in the inter-religious dialogue
between Hinduism, Chrigtianity, and Idam in the minds of thinkers. Reformation involved
the establishment of monotheism (Brahmo Sabha) and moral values as the essence of
Hinduism, as well as the development of socia services for those oppressed by the caste
System.

8.5 Religious, Social, Palitical and Cultural Renaissance

We can distinguish four traditional aspects of the Bengal Renaissance-religious
renaissance, socia renaissance, political renaissance, and cultura renaissance.

8.5.1 Religious Renaissance

In oppogition to orthodoxy and the de-humanisation of socio-rdigiouslife, the religious
renai ssance represented a search for true faith and humanity. It was a significant effort to
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create areligious synthesis of Hindu, Islamic, and Christian ideas and values, based on
humanity’s universal connection with God, persona freedom, and dignity. Liberal thinkers
of thetime, primarily the Brahmos (members of the Brahmo Samgj), attempted to reform
Hinduism and reinterpret it as a monotheistic and ethical faith. Conservative thinkers
proposed arevised version of dharma based on the concept of ‘unity in diversity’ (Swami
Vivekananda). As aresult, they created a humanistic image of Hinduism, portraying it as
areligion of love, charity, happiness, and resistance to socia evils.

8.5.2 Social Renaissance

A socia renaissance based on the existence of social problems arose from the collison
of ethica norms and human behaviour. For aworthy life for the populace, Bengal reformers
fought againgt variousforms of socid aienation —lega (discrimination), economic (poverty),
socia (caste and gender inequality), and others. Furthermore, based on the idea of civil
society as an ideal, an analysis of the current state of society, and the practise of social
reformist activity, Bengd thinkersfrom Rammohan Roy onwardsformed asocid development
project with an all-Indian content and value because it was concerned with all strata
regardless of religion, caste, or gender. The main foundation of that project was a civil
society with equal rights and freedomsfor al citizens, aswell asthe ability to defend those
rights and freedoms, public control over state power, self-rulein society, therule of law,
and citizen cooperation. Changesin society must be based on the rejection of traditional
dogmas and rules, aswell asthe preservation of Indian culture's high values, cregtive socia
innovation, and sense of justice. Gender equality was an integral part of the socia project.
Bengd thinkers wanted to give women their rightful place in society, both in socid life and
in thefamily.

8.5.3 Political Renaissance

Political renaissance was manifested in the political and legal activities of anew socia
group and stratum. Bengal intellectuals developed anew political philosophy after being
influenced by Western political values and institutions, while also being harsh critics of
British colonia rulein India. From Rammohun Roy, who saw in the British Rg the cause
of poverty, aienation, and oppression of the Indian population and predicted future Indian
independence, to Surendranath Banerjea, who proposed that the British implement their
values and principles in governing India for the benefit of its people — al of them
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contributed to the creation of an independent and democratic India. However, the condition
of a modern democratic state in Indiais the overcoming of a people’s inertia and the
development of political consciousness. Furthermore, the Benga political project established
the concept of a nation-state in which an all-Indian identity coexisted with adiversity of
religious, regiond, and ethno-cultura identities.

8.5.4 Cultural Renaissance

Cultural renaissance was the process of developing modern Bengal culture based on
asynthesis of national and universal, regional and pan-Indian, indigenous and ancient
traditions, and modern ideas. The humanistic culture arose from a deep India—\West
intercultural dialogue that drafted the main cultural vectorsin independent India. These
vectors are the advancement of education and peopl€'s enlightenment; the integration of
Western scientific knowledge and the development of social and natural sciencesin Indig;
and the creation of Modern Bengali literature from Michael Madhusudan Dutt and
Pearychand Mitra to Rabindranath Tagore.

8.6 Conclusion

In conclusion it can be said that the various issues and interpretations of the Bengal
Renaissance allowed for a detailed examination of the epoch’s processes — intellectual,
religious, social, political, cultural etc. Finally, these debates enable the possibility of
describing the synthetic, multifaceted, religious and secular character of Bengd Renaissance
thought and culture, its problems, achievements, and heritage, aswell as estimating its
significance for contemporary India and the country’s social devel opment.

8.7 Summary

e Therewasacomplex interaction of Westernism and traditionalism, liberalism and
conservatism, reformism and radicalism, religious and secular componentsin the
search for an adequate path to modernity by Bengd intellectuals from Rammohun
to Rabindranath Tagore.
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Religious Renaissance was a significant effort to create areligious synthesis of
Hindu, Islamic, and Christian ideas and values, based on humanity’s universal
connection with God, personal freedom, and dignity.

Asapart Socid Renaissance the Benga reformers fought against various forms of
social alienation —legal (discrimination), economic (poverty), social (caste and
gender inequdity), and others. Gender equality was an integral part of the social
project.

Bengal intellectuas developed anew palitica philosophy after being influenced by
Western political values and institutions, while also being harsh critics of British
colonid rulein India. The Bengal political project established the concept of a
nation-state.

Cultural renaissance is the process of developing modern Bengal culture based on
asynthesis of national and universal, regional and pan-Indian, indigenous and
ancient traditions, and modern ideas.

8.8 Model Questions

a &

© © N o

When did the term “renaissance” first appear in the Indian context?

Which two great figures represent the beginning and completion of the Bengal
Renaissance?

Name some of the outstanding figures of the Bengal Renaissance?

What was David Kopf’s view on the Bengal Renaissance?

What isthe crux of the debate between the supporters and the opponents of the
term ‘Benga Renaissance’ ?

How did historian Susobhan Sarkar describe the Bengal Awakening?

What were historian R.C. Mgumdar’s views on Bengal Renaissance?
Evaluate the Marxist view on Benga Renaissance.

To what extent were the views of Maheshchandra Deb and Bhudev M ukhopadhyay
different from each other?

10. How did the views of the Benga reformers differ from the European humanists?
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11. What was the meaning of ‘ religious renaissance' ?

12. What did the term *socid renaissance’ imply?

13. How did arenaissance in polity visualize India?

14. What was the process of ‘cultural renaissance’ in Bengal ?
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9.0 Objectives

The objectives of the present unit are to understand the following aspects of the growth
of nationalist consciousness and nationalism in India:

a To study the different theories proposed by notable Social and Political Scientists
on the emergence and development of the ideas like ‘nation’, ‘nationalism’,
‘nation-building'.

b. To study the historical contextsin which theideaof nation and nationalism emerged
and developed in India

c. To study about various socia classes who took the initiatives of propagating the
Ideas of nation and nationalism in India

d. To study on various political manoeuvres that those classes involved in the
nationalist projects that followed

e. To study the historiographica literature and the debates among the Historians and
Socia Scientists regarding the rise and growth of nationalist awakeningsin India

9.1 Introduction

In the nineteenth century, certain changes in the political arithmetic of the three
presidencies, namely, Bengal, Bombay and Madras, resulted in the emergence of Indian
nationalism. Some factors like the rise of professiona intellectua middle class, the political
cultureswithin the political associations, British policiesin form of political concessonsto
include Indiansin the lower echelon of government ingtitutions contributed to the process
of nationaism that, somehow, was confined to the arenas of congtitutional moderate politics
of Indian National Congress and the other associations in those presidencies. In the
twentieth century, the arena of Indian nationalism was drastically expanded when the
agitational mass politics became the dominant trend in particular under the Gandhian
leadership. Historians belonging to the different schools of opinions, as of now, had alittle
disagreement on the argument that Indian nationalism confronting to the British imperialism
celebrated its victory in the formation of independent Indian nation-state. But they differed
mainly on other aspects of Indian nationalism:
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a What werethemaor political changesin the subcontinent in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century?

b. What were the most decisive territoria units- the subcontinent, the province and
the locality-in which these changes have taken place?

c. What were the groups that took the initiatives of shaping, in one way or other,
these political processes of change?

9.2 Defining Nationalism

Since the late nineteenth century, various Historians and Socid Scientists havetried to
explain the origin and development of nationalism as a modern political ideology with
particular emphasis on factors like political attitudes, capitalism, cultural inheritance,
geographica varieties, language and many more. In away, different theories on nationaism
in the modern academia came into existence, anong which the following studies are
worthwhile to mention:

e Ernest Renan, What is a Nation (1882)

e Rabindranath Tagore, Nationalism (1917)

e Elie Kedourie, Nationalism (1960)

e Benedict Anderson, |magined Communities: Reflections on the origin and

Spread of Nationalism (1983)
e Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (1983)

e Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780: Programme, Myth,
Reality (1991)

9.3 The Emergence of Indian Nationalism: Historiographical
Debates

9.3.1 The Nationalist School

The Nationalist historiography did not emerge until the 1950s although itsroot lay in
the initiative taken up by the early nationalist leaders, such as Dadabhai Naoroji, Mahadev
Govind Ranade, Romesh Chunder Duit, since the 1870s while providing an economic
critique of colonialism. Since the major form of constitutional politics of those early
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nationalists had been the moderate style of protest, they eventually undertook a process
where an important feature was the use of bold, hard-hitting and colourful languages. The
major works in this trend include-

1. DadabhaiNaoroji- Poverty and Un-British Rule in India (1901)
2. R. C. Dutt- Economic History of India, 2 Vols. (1901-04)

The early nationalists raised the basic questions regarding the nature and the purpose
of the Britishrule.

They traced the process of the colonization of Indian economy and concluded that the
main obstacle to India's economic development was the British colonialism.

In order to show how the British colonialism destroyed the Indian economy that
ultimately helped the English indudtridization, they ddlinested the colonid structurein al its
three aspects of domination through trade, industry and finance.

They highlighted the progressive decline of Indian traditional handicraft industriesin
colonia structure wheress, a the same time, the British manufacturers were encouraged to
industrial establishments and capita investments.

Thefocal point of the nationalist critique wasthe ‘Drain Theory’, asalarge part of
India's capital and wealth was being transferred or drained to Britain in the form of salaries
and pensions of British civil and military officiasworking in India, interests of loans taken
by the Government of India, profits of British capitalistsin Indiaand the Home Charges
or the expenses of Indian Government in Britain.

Criticizing the colonia pattern of finance, tariff policy and capitd investment the early
nationalists focussed on the assertion that the genuine development was possibleif Indian
capital itsaf initiated the process of industrialization.

e Apart from the economic critique of colonialism, the early nationalists had aso
imagined the Indian nation in their own way, distinct from theimperiaist rulersand
administrators. They were aware of the fact the India as a nation, in terms of
western sense, was yet to develop but the process had been started. A major
breakthrough in this regard is Surendranath Banerjea's A Nation in Making:
Being the Reminiscence of Fifty Years of Public Life (1925), which is, on
the other hand, considered as a classic account of early nationalist movement in
India
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e Sincethelate 1940s and 1950s, the nationalist historians, gpart from demonstrating
an awareness of economic exploitations of colonialism, tried to argue that the
national movement was the result of the spread and redlization of theideaor spirit
of nationalism and liberty.

e They also focussed on the process of India’s journey to become a nation and
considered the national movement as the movement of the people.

e The standard nationalist interpretation suggested that the sense or spirit of
nationalism had been getting stronger day by day, compared to its previous
phases, that ultimately paved the way for India's independence. Focussing on the
history of large scale agitations and various aspects of popular politics or mass
nationalism, they asserted that the nineteenth century urban intellectua nationalism
existed in the minds of the people, whereas in the twentieth century it managed to
penetrate within the reaches of the masses.

The standard or notable works in this trend include-
Pattavi Sitaramayya- History of the Indian National Congress, 2 Vols.
(1946-47)
2. Tarachand- History of the Freedom Movement in India, 4 Vols. (1961-72)
3. R. C. Mgumdar- History of Freedom Movement, 3 Vols. (1962-63)

9.3.2 The Marxist School

M. N. Roy in his ‘India in Transition’ (1922) tried to set the Indian national
movement in the universal Marxist framework of the development of human society.

He posed a challenge to Lenin’'sthesis that Indiawas under afeudal system and the
national bour geoisie would lead the revol utionary movement.

According to Roy, Indiawas not under any feudal system but was already within the
orbit of capitalism and was moving towards a capitalist mode of production. In this
connection, the national bour geoisie had a stake in developing the capitalist mode of
production. Thus, it would not lead arevolutionary movement for subversion of the existing
order.

According to thisanalysis, only the wor ker swere the new socia forces which would
push the national movement to itslogical conclusion.

Other Classical Marxist works on Indian nationalism include:
e R. P Dutt- India Today (1940)
e A. R. Desai- Social background of Indian Nationalism (1946)
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I. M. Reisner and N. M. Goldberg (ed.)- Tilak and the struggle for Indian
Freedom (1966)

Following the theory of economic determinism, the Marxist historians argues that:

a

After the consolidation of colonia rulein India, changesin the structure of the
economy produced new socid relationship, where the society had been transformed
from a status-based to a contract-based one. It set in motion alarge scale of
socia mobility that had never taken place in India before.

The penetration of British trade in the interior and the British land settlements
which made land a saleable and alienable commodity, helped the growth of a
mar ket economy in India. As a result, new social classes such as traders,
mer chants, subordinate agents of the Company, private British traders,
middlemen and moneylender s sprang up.

Due to the growth of market economy and contract-based society, the old
social and economic orders were disrupted.

The new socia forces, since the beginning of the nineteenth century, struggled for
finding a new identity. The political struggle for freedom was the culmination of
these social and economic changes.

In this regard, the bour geois leader ship led and directed the movement to suit
their own class interests and neglected the interests of the masses and even to
some extent betrayed them.

Soviet higtorians, in particular, considered the foundation of the Indian National
Congress as an inseparably connected event to the rise of indigenous
capitalist industry. On the other hand, the Congress, according to them, did split
into two factions when the moderates represented the native capitalist classtied
to foreign economic interests and the extremists represented the petty bourgeoisie.

Asfar astheleadership of the nationdist movement was concerned, Marxists like
R. P. Duit categorised all of them as the bourgeoisie, whereasA. R. Desai or the
Soviet historians focused on petty bour geoisie, educated middle class and the
intelligentsia. According to Desai, with the coming of new industries, new classes
of modern bourgeoisie and working class came into existence, along with the
professond class. Theintdligentsa, derived from the professond classes, developed
before the industrial bourgeoisie and led the national movement in each phase.
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The classical Marxist approach towards Indian nationalism, of late, had been revised
in details. For instance, Bipan Chandra, in his ‘The Rise and Growth of Economic
Nationalism in India: Economic Policies of Indian national Leadership, 1880-
1905’ (1966), has given the Marxist interpretation a distinctly nationalist orientation.

>

Bipan Chandra has credited the Indian intelligentsia to the formulation of
ideology of nationalism. The Indian intelligentsia, according to Bipan Chandra,
realised the real nature of British imperialism and how it contradicted to the true
interests of all classes of Indian people. As a consequence, they propagated an
anti-imperialist ideology that represented the common interests of al classesin
India

Bipan Chandra's intellectuas were not the middle classes but they represented
the nation as a whole. Although they considered the foreign capital within the
free capitaigtic framework as a genuine path for India's development, they did not
represent, at all, the Indian capitalist class. Indian intelligentsa did not receive any
support from the leading men of commerce and industry until the First World War.

Almost smilar approach has been undertaken in *India’s Struggle for | ndependence
(1989) by Bipan Chandra and his colleagues, where they try to argue that the Indian
nationalist movement was a popular movement of different classes, not exclusively
controlled by the bourgeoisie.

>

They demonstrate that the colonial India had two types of contradiction. The
primary contradiction was between the interests of the Indian people and that
of British rule; gpart from that there were several other secondary contradictions
within the Indian society, between classes, castes and religious communities.

With the progress of anti-colonial struggle, the secondary contradictions were
compromised for the sake of primary contradiction. In this way, the hegemony of
anationalist ideology was established.

The Indian nationalist movement was not the movement of asingle class or caste
or community. Leaders like Gandhi or Nehru recognised that India was not a
structured nation but a nation in the making.

There were various groups with conflicting interests and thus constant compromises
to avoid class, caste or communal conflicts and to bring all them under one,
umbrella-type leadership was needed.

Asaresult, Indian nationalist movement became a people's movement, though al
the secondary contradictions were not satisfactorily resolved.
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Sumit Sarkar expresses doubts about ‘ the simplistic version of the class approach’
used by the earlier Marxists like R. P. Dutt and other Soviet historians. In * Swadeshi
Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908' (1973), Sarkar has shown the non-bourgeois
background of the Indian educated class. He argued that the educated classin India acted
more astraditional intellectuals.

» They werelargely unconnected to the processes of production and responding to
world ideologica currentslike liberdism and nationaism.

» He also emphasised on the ideological basis of the Swadeshi movement, where
Rabindranath Tagore and other Bengdli intelligentsia had provided a great impetus
that, apart from the economic dimension of the movement, made the movement
impactful.

» In ‘Modern India’ (1983), Sarkar has warned us that “...class and class-
consciousness are anaytical tools which have to be used more skilfully and
flexibly”.

» Sarkar recognises the legitimacy of nationalism but does not ignore the internal
tensions within it. According to him, there were two levels of anti-imperialist
strugglesin India, the elite and the populist. Neither of these two types can be
ignored but complex interaction between these two levelsthat produced ‘a pattern
of continuity through change' has to be considered as well.

9.3.3 The Cambridge School (Neo-Traditionalists in Anglo-
American Academia or Cambridge-Canberra Cluster of
Historians)

The Cambridge cluster of Historiansin their andyses on Indian nationalism emphasised
two factors:
a  The personal ambitions and interests of nationalist actors (the leaders)

b. Aninter-connectedness of various local (and provincia and national) material
interests.

The beginning of the Cambridge-Canberra Clusters of Historians on Indian nationadism
can be traced to the late 1960s when the following three books were published in 1968:

» David Anthony Low, Soundings in Modern South Asian History.

» Anil Sea, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism: Competition and
Collaboration in Later Nineteenth Century.
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>

John H. Broomfield, Elite Conflict in a Plural Society: Twentieth Century
Bengal.

Some took their inspirational drive from the neo-traditional approaches of the
Imperialist historiography and tried to revise it in their own works. Hence, in order to
understand the basic arguments propounded by this group of historians, a brief glimpse on
the emergence of Imperialist historiography could be pertinent.

Some prominent works in the Imperialist historiography category are:

1.
2.
3.

John Strachey, ‘India’ (1888)
Vaentine Chirol. ‘Indian Unrest’ (1910)
Verney Lovett, ‘A History of the Indian Nationalist Movement’ (1920)

Sdlient features of Imperiaist Historiography:

>

>
>

It derived itsinspiration from the famous dictum of Rudyard Kipling, “Eastis East
and West isWest.”

Imagining Indiaas amere geographical location.
No possibility of Indiato become a nation, in the western sense of the term, with
the growth in political and cultural westernization of its society.

India consisted of religions, castes, communities and interest groups.

The national movement, in their terminology political movementswith pseudo-
national colour, initiated by the small elite groups of traditional society tended to
serve theinterests of their very community instead of the genera interests of the

people.

Thismovement had itsroot in traditiona anti-western sources, namely, in particular,
one or other form of Hinduism asthese elites had a high ritual statusin the caste
hierarchy of Hindu society.

According to Chiral, in particular, the material interests of these small high-caste
English educated groups were fulfilled by pursuing their old aims of caste
domination through new methods of adjustmentsin British rule. In that case, Chirol
showed how the Chitpavan Brahmans in post-1818 Maharashtra have made
structural adjustmentsin the new sSituation and by the end of the nineteenth century
dominated the political, economic and administrative as well aslegal sectors.

Before 1947, the imperiaist approach towards explaining the Indian nationalism was
further theoretically developed by Bruce T. McCulley, an American Scholar, when his
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‘English Education and the Origins of Indian Nationalism’ was published in 1940,
where the author hastried to assess the role of the English educated elite in spearheading
the national movement. It, later, also influenced some of the pioneering worksin Anglo-
American academic circlesin the 1960s.

The other studies that influenced the Cambridge cluster of historians the most include:

> Lewis Bernstein Namier, The Sructure of Politics at the Accession of
George |11 (1929)

» John Gallagher and Ronald Robinson, ‘ The Imperidism of Free Trade' (Economic
History Review, 1953)

» Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians: the Official
Mind of Imperialism (1961)

Namier in his study focussed on theindividual vested interests of the leading politicians
of England in order to explain the structure of British politics during the time of accession
of George I11. On the other hand, Gallagher and Robinson mainly argue that the African
elites played akey role in the establishment and expansion of British coloniadism in Africa,
where they functioned as the middle men or collaborator in this process. But, after reaching
astagnation point in their economic profits derived from this collaboration with the British
colonid adminigirators, they became the competitors astheir due interests were not fulfilled.
This particular shift in the attitude of African dites from collaboration to competition finaly
led to the emergence of nationaism in Africa. In explaining this transformation, Gallagher
and Robinson refuted the ideological considerations that motivated the African nationalist
leaders and emphasised the personal ambitions of African nationalist leaders.

The first breakthrough in explaining the Indian nationalist movement in terms of
‘Namierite mode’ or ‘ competition-collaboration’ binary came with the publication of Anil
Seal’s book, the Emergence of I ndian Nationalism: Competition and Collaboration
in Later Nineteenth Century (1968). According to him, British ra could not be
established without the help of certain sections of Indian elites. He identified those diteslike
Bengali bhadralok, Chitpavin Brahmansor lyer or lyengar Tamilswho actualy helped the
British to settle down in terms of administration, land revenues and other sectors of
governance. But when they redlised that the colonid rule was not able to fulfil their material
interests, they started to become competitors of the British Rg. In this context, argues Sedl,
the ICS like Surendranath Banerjea realised the futility of the British imperialism and
became nationalist. He started questioning the racid discriminatory measures taken by the
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British authority in India. Bankimchandra Chatterjee, after the denia of the promotion to
deputy magistrate, also became anationalist. This shift started in the late nineteenth century
asthese Indians within the colonia structure could no longer gain additional advantages
through collaborating with the British rule. In thisway the competitive mind towards the
colonia authority resulted into the emergence of nationalism.

In 1973, with the publication of ‘Locality, Province and Nation: Essays on Indian
Palitics, 1870 to 1940 edited by John Gallagher, Gordon Johnson and Anil Seal,
Cambridge historians argued that the political structure asit emerged in India had three
levels-(a) Level of nation, (b) level of province and (c) leve of locality. In the colonia world
certain attempts were made to link the nation to provinces and provincesto localities. A
pan-1ndian administration was developed and Indiawas to be ruled by a coherent set of
rulers, laws, administrations, facilities. Unlike the Mughal times, the British government
established a centralised power structure and no autonomy was to be given to the
provinces. Asfar asthe British colonial administrative link between the locality, province
and nation was concerned, it mainly happened through political conquest in order to set up
link with the Indian subjects. In post-1857 era, the British authority realised that the cost
of adminigtration had highly increased and it was reduced by appointing Indiansin the lower
ranks. The Cambridge group of historians argue that the appointment of the Indian people
in the colonial administration resulted into (&) factionalism and (b) the rise and growth of
nationalist movement. The factionalism initialy developed in locality, then in pro