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Report on Induction Meeting for Counselors of Post Graduate PCPs under SoH

Durgapur Regional Campus (Blended Mode) — 6™ April 2023

The School of Humanities, Durgapur Regional Centre organised an Induction Meeting for
Counselors of Post Graduate Personal Contact Programmes (PCP) in Bengali, English and
English Language Teaching Counselors in the blended mode from the NSOU Durgapur Regional
Campus on 6™ of April, 2023.

The objective of the programme was to refresh ties with counselors who have been engaged with
academic delivery at our PCP’s and also to induct new counselors in all three disciplines,
specifically for Durgapur RC where SoH now has vibrant faculty presence. The following
faculty members were entrusted the task of coordinating the event:

Professor Sharmistha Chatterjee, Head, Dept. of ELT

Dr Anamika Das, Assistant Professor of Bengali

Dr Prapti Chakrabarti, Assistant Professor (Contractual) of Bengali
Dr Md. Intaj Ali, Assistant Professor of English

Debottama Ghosh, Assistant Professor (Contractual) of English

As a result of the concerted efforts of concerned faculty members within a very short span of
time, the event achieved its objectives satisfactorily. This report notes that the Induction Meeting
proffered a space for free interactions between counselors from a wide range of HEI’s around the
Durgapur RC, and faculty members of the School of Humanities, NSOU.

The following are the details of discipline-wise meetings:
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Dept. of Bengali:
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Dept. of English:

The programme, organized in the Conference Room of Durgapur RC, was attended in person by
Dr. Srideep Mukherjee, Associate Professor & Head, Professor Himadri Lahiri, Debottama
Ghosh; and online by Dr Md. Intaj Ali who hosted and conducted the meeting. On the invitation
of the Dept, Sri Prasenjit Bhattacharya, Deputy Director, Durgapur Regional Centre, was also
present. The meeting was chaired by Professor Himadri Lahiri.
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The induction session for Post Graduate English Counselors started at 2 p.m., with a brief
welcome address delivered by Sri Bhattacharya on behalf of NSOU. He focused on the array of
infrastructural facilities available to counselors and learners on campus, and expressed eagerness
to be part of a vibrant PCP session from SoH.

Dr. Mukherjee, in his address focused upon the ways Counselors can make Physical Contact
Programmes most effective by prioritising the needs of learners in the ODL system. Keeping in
mind the regulations of UGC’s New Education Policy, 2022, focus was on the ways teachers can
incorporate audio-visual means in their lectures. Professor Lahiri suggested ways the Counselors
can address texts better in the limited span of time, to make it easier for learners to participate in
the counseling sessions. Debottama Ghosh, who has newly joined the Department, shared her
understanding of building bridges between diverse modes of academic delivery. Several
pertinent questions were addressed as to how the counselors can find themselves better
motivated and equipped to work alongside NSOU. Open interaction with the counselors allowed
the acknowledgment of various issues that arise during Physical Contact Programmes and
feedback was encouraged from the counselors for efficient delivery at the forthcoming PCPs.
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Dept. of ELT:

The Department of ELT had counsellors visiting the DRC campus physically on 6April 2023.
The meeting with Prof Sharmistha Chatterjee began around 1.30 pm and counsellors sat through
3.30 pm, clarifying their doubts about the pedagogy, content and modalities of the PCP classes
which were to begin from 23 rd April 2023 onwards. Some of them collected the SLMs they
were to teach and showed much eagerness to know about the ICT support that the DRC campus
would be able to offer. There was a general desire to make the PCPs effective since they were
being arranged for the first time in DRC for ELT students.

The meet ended with mutual thanks.

The entire programme has been greatly conducive in realizing and addressing pertinent issues
that have been there in previous PCP sessions. The coming together of such a diverse number of
faculties from various regional colleges allowed for a better brainstorming as to how to make the
Physical Contact Sessions most effective.

Report Contributors:

Dr. Anamika Das, Assistant Professor of Bengali

Dr Sharmistha Chatterjee, Professor of English Language Teaching
Dr. Md. Intaj Ali, Assistant Professor of English

Debottama Ghosh, Assistant Professor of English (Contractual)



