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The objective of the outreach programme was to make aware the learners about the teaching-

learning system under open and distance learning.  The pandemic has opened up new avenues of 

teaching for institutions and teachers as well as it has given a new learning experience for 

students. Presently, the vocational courses are being offered in blended mode. Both the online 

and offline modes are being used judiciously for effective teaching and learning.  The university 

has been offering one vocational training programme namely 1-year Diploma in Organic 

Agriculture and Horticulture at the said study centre since 2015 July session. Over the period, 

the number of learners is increasing which is currently 24. The programme started with the self 

introduction of the participants. Students from Ghatal-Paschim Medinipur, Arambagh-Hooghly, 

Dinhata- Cooch Behar, Bhangar-24Pargans (S) were present among other students. 

 

     
 

Shri Biswjit Mahakund, Secretary and Coordinator of study centre in his welcome address, 

highlighted the importance of organic farming in present day context. In his address, Mr. 

Mahakund discussed the role and activities of the Joygopalpur Gram Vikash Kendra in the 

development of local area. He elaborated how the multinational companies are marketing their 

inorganic manures and pesticide for their products. We the common people, consume the 

poisonous/ intoxicated vegetable and other agro products. The only way is to use the process of 

organic agriculture to protect our future generations.   

 

Dr. Anirban Ghosh began his address conveying  his heartfelt thanks to Sri Biswajit Mahakund 

for organizing this outreach programme at his centre located at remote place of south 24Parganas. 



Dr. Ghosh elaborated the objectives of such outreach programme at the study centres of the 

university. The university conducts various skill development programmes at different study 

centres across the state of West Bengal where a good number of students take admission in every 

session. Dr. Ghosh informed that the present centre has been conducting a diploma in Organic 

Agriculture course successfully since 2015.  During pandemic, the university introduced blended 

approach to offer vocational and educational training programme through its approved study 

centres. He also discussed that this is first time the blended method of examination system had 

been introduced. The students will be assessed through Online examination to evaluate their 

domain knowledge and the traditional method will be followed to assess their skills. The ICT 

integrated pedagogy was also introduced before the participants.  The students may get access 

their academic content through Mobile App. They were guided to access the App through user ID 

and P/W. 

 

   
 

During the Q/A session, the participants’ queries were answered to their satisfaction. During the 

interaction, they informed that the Govt. of West Bengal is accepting this certificate course as one of 

the eligibility to allot the trade license for the business of inorganic fertilizers and pesticides. In 

addition to this benefit, the learners are expected to learn –how to  prepare vermicompost, and  also 

how to cultivate mushroom commercially.  

The programme ended with formal vote of thanks proposed by the Coordinator.  

 

During the  meeting with the esteemed organization on 24th July 2022, we explored the possibilities 

of launching two livelihood programmes for local residents viz, i) Training program for tourist guides 

(4-5 days) and ii) Training programme on apiculture and processing of honey (10-15days). 

 

---Report prepared by Dr. A. Ghosh, Director (i/c), SVS 

 

 

 


