
                                                                                                    
 
                           

REPORT 
One-day Workshop on Women Entrepreneurship 

[Prospects and Challenges of Green Entrepreneurship in India with a 
special focus on Women Entrepreneurship] 

Conducted by  

School of Vocational Studies 
Netaji Subhas Open University 

And  

MSME-Development Facilitation Office, Ministry of MSME, Govt. of India                                     
 

  Date : 22.03.2023                

 Venue : Subhash Chandra Sabhaghar, NSOU 
 

Participants: 72 women entrepreneurs from across the state of West Bengal and 17 officials 

from NSOU and MSME-DFO, Kolkata. 

 

Background:  

Owing to our rapidly growing population, more resources will be needed in the future in 

order to accommodate it, and, unfortunately, the resources that we consume now are not all 

renewable. So we have to think differently to protect our future generations. Sustainable 

development is a development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It means that human beings should 

sustain by meeting their basic needs, while also making sure that future generations are able 

to meet their basic needs. Therefore to achieve sustainable development, business/ industry 

must consider the social and environmental impacts both in the short and long run. The 

concept covers a broad scope of matters such as environmental, social, and economic 

development which continues to prove its importance in our lives as it affects all aspects of 

them. A sustainable entrepreneurship/ business strives to balance the economic (financial), 

social (people), and environmental (biodiversity, ecosystems) benefits of the business as part 

of its core business objective. For a business to be sustainable, it must not exploit resources or 

people to improve profit margins.  

     
 

Here green entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship have a pivotal role in promoting 

sustainable development. The ‘Green entrepreneurship’ refers to a special subset of 

entrepreneurship that aims at creating and implementing solutions to environmental problems 

and promoting social change so that our environment is not harmed. Green Entrepreneurship 



is the process of identifying, evaluating, and seizing entrepreneurial opportunities that 

minimize the impact of a business on the natural environment and create benefits for society 

as a whole and for local communities.  Unlike traditional business, which focuses mostly on 

maximizing profit, green entrepreneurship aims to build a business that balances the bottom 

line of economic, social and environmental aspects. The concept of Green Entrepreneurship 

is a recent development in India that has enormous scope and prospects in the Indian market 

as well as in the foreign market.  

 

In this background, the School of Vocational Studies with the financial assistance of MSME-

DFO, Kolkata organized one day workshop on “Prospects and Challenges of Green 

Entrepreneurship in India with a special focus on Women Empowerment”. The Objectives 

of the workshop were to:  

 create an awareness of Green Entrepreneurship 

 explore the possibilities of introducing green entrepreneurship 

 identify the challenges faced and their possible solution 

 explore the possible funding for such entrepreneurship 

 explore the engagement of govt. department like MSME etc. 

Professor Anirban Ghosh, in his welcome address highlighted the role of MSME in the 

economy which can help the entrepreneurs to start their own business unit. He also added the 

reasons behind the revision of MSME definition in the Act which is effective from 1st July 

2020.  

 

    
        

Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti stressed upon the concept of green entrepreneurship in view of 

sustainable development. Professor Chakarabarti highlighted, how the business enterprises 

create environmental pollution. Mr. D. Mitra, DoO-MSME talked about various provisions of 

the said act.  He also mentioned various activities relating to MSME where women can excel. 

The workshop was dedicated to International Women’s day. The workshop was attended 

mostly by women entrepreneurs who have been successfully running their business 

organization in different trades. On this occasion, the university Newsletter-Taranga was 

released by the dignitaries.  

 

In the plenary session, officials from MSME and other govt. departments demonstrated 

various aspects of entrepreneurship and extended handholding support to the budding 

entrepreneurs attending the workshop. The session dealt with different provisions on State Govt. 

schemes for MSME, credit facilities for setting up women enterprises, Govt. supports  

schemes focusing to women entrepreneurship etc. The support was also provided for 

registration in Udyam, GeM, PMEGP/ StandUp India, ZED and Lean portal.   
 

There was a special session on “Harassment of women at the workplace” where Dr. S.K. 

Nath discussed various cases with examples how women can overcome this challenge at their 



Some of the women entrepreneurs present in the workshop shared their experiences in setting 

up their entrepreneurship and also told their success stories in their journey. 

 

   
 

The students of vocational courses displayed their products during the workshop. As a 

follow-up action or as an outcome of the workshop, an online Certificate/ Diploma course on 

Green Entrepreneurship/ Social Entrepreneurship may be developed.  
 

Schedule  
  Date : 22.03.2023          Venue : Subhash Chandra Sabhaghar, NSOU 

Time T o p i c  Faculty 

10.30  Registration  

 

 

11.00 am  

to  

12.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURAL SESSION 

Welcome Address Prof. (Dr.) Anirban Ghosh, Director (i/c), 

School of Vocational Studies, NSOU 

Inaugural Address Prof.(Dr.), Ranjan Chakrabarti, Dept. of 

History, Jadavpur University 

The theme of the Programme Sri D. Mitra, IEDS, Jt. Director &HoO, 

MSME-DFO, Kolkata. 

Address by Dr. Atindranath Dey, Director, SOE, NSOU 

Address by Guest of Honour Sri V. Teja Deepak, IAS, Executive Director, 

WBSIDCL, Govt. of WB. 

Vote of Thanks Sri S. Mukhopadhyay, IEDS, Asstt. Director, 

MSME-DFO, Kolkata. 

T  E  A      B R E A K   ( 12.00 to 12.15 pm) 

 

 

12.15am to 

14.30pm 

Plenary  Session –I 

State Govt. schemes for MSME especially focus on 

women entrepreneurs  

Sri Samit Chatterjee, GM, DIC, North 24-

Parganas 

Credit Facility for setting up of women enterprises Sri Salan Bage, LDM, North 24-Parganas 

Govt. Support  schemes focusing to women 

entrepreneurship 

MSME DFO officials 

Harassment of women at the workplace Dr. S. K. Nath, CA, LLM, Lecturer, Uluberia 

College of Pharmacy  

Handholding support for Udyam registration, GeM 

Registration, PMEGP/ StandUp India, ZED & Lean 

Registration 

MSME DFO officials 

L U N C H      B R E A K (2.30 pm to 3.30 pm) 

 Plenary  Session –II: Handholding and sharing experience journey  towards women entrepreneurship  

 

 

15.30pm 

to  

17.00pm 

Interaction with Women Entrepreneurs  1. Smt. Smriti Laha, President, Swayan 

Udyogi Nari, Kolkata 

2. Sri Tapas Dey, General Secretary, 

NCCSI, Kolkata 

Visit by dignitaries to Table Display of women 

entrepreneurs product from the participants 

By all dignitaries/guests.  

 


