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The concept of Bratachari brings to mind the name of its founder Sri Gurusaday Dutt who 

initiated this movement to teach the basic principles of life and discipline through songs, 

dances, rhythm and music. The term “ Brata “ means vows and “Chari” refers to followers of 

the vows. The Bratachari movement aims to pursue the ideals of Knowledge, Labour, Truth, 

Unity and Joy in an integrated manner so that the perspective of life attained is a holistic one. 

Gurusaday Dutt wanted to revive the folk dances and arts which were dying out for lack of 

interest and wrong sense of values. The movement is intended to inspire the spirit of 

nationalistic zeal in the minds of the young generation. The movement, founded and fostered 

by Sri Dutt emphasizes on community work and dignity of labour to improve the quality of life 

and contribute in national progress. 

 

   
 

On the eve of the birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore (9/5/2023) and Sri Gurusaday Dutt 

(10/5/2023), the Bengal Bratachari Society organized a cultural competition on 7th May 2023 

among the school children. The  school children were grouped into different age groups for 

competitions of sit & draw, singing, folk dance, etc.  
 

  
 

The School of Vocational Studies, NSOU is happy to be associated with the extension activities 

held at one of its vocational centres i.e. Bengal Bratachari Society. The Director (i/c), the 

School of Vocational Studies was present during the competition and encouraged the 



participants and judges of the competeion. About 230 school children participated in the sit & 

draw completion. About 50 participants took part in the song competition. 27 teams comprising 

7/8 participants took part in the folk dance. Each team was given 5-6 minutes for their 

performances before the judges. The objective of such folk dance competition was to encourage 

folk and tribal arts and to frame special programmes for the preservation and strengthening of 

this particular  art forms as was promoted by Sri Dutt. 

 

   
 

The judges of each group of the competition were felicitated by the organizer. Dr. Anirban 

Ghosh, Director (i/c), School of Vocational Studies handed over the uttoriyo and a memento 

to all the judges to recognize their contribution in the day-long event. The judges performed 

their duties very diligently and selected the rank holders for each group.  The award/ medal 

will be given in the award function scheduled to be held on  10th May 2023 in the premises of 

Bengal Bratachari Samity.   
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