
 
 

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 
(Organized by NSOU-SVS in association with COL-CEMCA) 

Vidyasagar Foundation and Educational Research on 26th May 2019  
 

The School of Vocational Studies, Netaji Subhas Open University, Kolkata 

is closely associated with the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for 

Asia, New Delhi for ajoint project entitled “Increase Access and Improve 

Institutional Capacity for Sustainable Development through Vocational 

Education and Training”. The objective of this three-year project is to increase 

enrolment in different vocational courses of the university so that the disadvantaged 

rural people can get access to skill development programmes of this university. The 

students are able to take the advantages of skill enhancement programme by which 

they can increase their skills and competencies in a particular trade. In the second 

year of the project, NSOU-SVS has already conducted two-outreachprogramme at 

NariSikhsa Samiti, and Pranavananda Institute of Management &Technology in 

association with COL-CEMCA. The School conducted the third outreach 

programmeat Vidyasagar Foundation and Educational Research on 26 May 2019 at 

Purulia. 94 learners attended the program out of which 56 were women. All the 4 

Counsellors attached to the centre attended the programme. Most of the 

participantswere fromthe tribal and disadvantaged group. 

Objectives of this Outreach programs are as follows: 

 To study the higher education system of vocational courses through ODL 

system in a rural based Centre under Vidyasagar Foundation and Educational 

Research. 

 To increase enrollment ratio by creating awareness amongst the said 

community. 

 To find out role of Open University to increase enrollment in vocational 

courses in merginalised area for equitable quality education for all 



 To increase accessibility of education through information and 

communication technology for widening up scope and coverages of 

educational system.   

 To increase community-driven employability for skilled professionals.   

On behalf of the Project Team Professor Anirban Ghosh, Director, NSOU, Dr. Barnali 

Roy Choudhury, Asst. Prof, NSOU were present in the programme. The Team 

members interacted with the Academic Counsellors, Coordinators and the leaners of 

the study centre. The Team members met with the Counsellors, Coordinator of the 

study centre and discussed various issues on the Vocational courses like teaching-

learning system, availability of academic resources, experiences on hands on-training 

etc.The Teacher-in-Charge of the Collegeinitiated the discussion and elaborated the 

role of NSOU and the study centre in expanding the scope of vocational training in 

the state of West Bengalespecially in the district like Purulia. 

 

The learners enrolled at the study centre were invited to attend the programme. 

Professor Anirban Ghosh, Project Director elucidated the vision of vocational courses 

as a whole and acquainted the learners on different types of courses being offered by 

NSOU and the different services being provided for the NSOU learners. He also 

elaborated various scope and coverages of different courses relevant for present day 

context.In his lecture, Professor Ghosh tried to motivate the learners to take the full 

advantages of the vocational courses available at the centre and to learn the skill and 

acquire the competency attached to the trade Dr. Barnali Roy Choudhury, Co-Project 

Investigator in her deliberations elucidated educational resources available in on-line 

mode and offline mode. She also highlighted NSOU OER repository.  In this program 

NSOU team met all the participants individually to make them understand the 

accessibility of ICT and NSOU-OER repository. 



A well-structuredquestionnaire was circulated among the learners and Counsellors to 

get their feedback on various issues like ICT support, teaching learning methods, 

practical sessions, etc. on respective vocational courses.The present baseline study is 

focused on studying the academics and administration of the University. The 

enrolment status including the number of females students from marginalized 

sections at various disciplines was studied to analyse the academic background 

which of the students to understand the reach of the university to various sections of 

the society. 

 The analysis of the learning outcomes covers the numbers of students appeared in 

the final year examination passed the degree since its inception. Similarly, in terms 

of course-contents and teaching-learning process, students of NSOU were surveyed 

to get the overall picture. The attitude of students towards M-learning, ICT access 

and their ICT skills have been studied for in-depth understanding of students’ status 

and their perception towards present digital culture. 
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