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PREFACE In a bid to standardize higher education in the country, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has
introduced Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) based on five types of courses viz. core, generic, discipline specific
elective, ability and skill enhancement for graduate students of all programmes at Honours level. This brings in the
semester pattern which finds efficacy in sync with credit system, credit transfer, comprehensive continuous assessments
and a graded pattern of evaluation. The objective is to offer learners ample flexibility to choose from a wide gamut of
courses, as also to provide them lateral mobility between various educational institutions in the country where they can
carry their acquired credits. | am happy to note that the university has been recently accredited by National Assessment
and Accreditation Council of India (NAAC) with grade "A". UGC (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online
Programmes) Regulations, 2020 have mandated compliance with CBCS for U.G. programmes for all the HEls in this
mode. Welcoming this paradigm shift in higher education, Netaji Subhas Open University (NSOU) has resolved to adopt
CBCS from the academic session 2021-22 at the Under Graduate Degree Programme level. The present syllabus, framed
in the spirit of syllabi recommended by UGC, lays due stress on all aspects envisaged in the curricular framework of the
apex body on higher education. It will be imparted to learners over the six semesters of the Programme. Self Learning
Material (SLMs) are the mainstay of Student Support Services (SSS) of an Open University. From a logistic point of view,
NSOU has embarked upon CBCS presently with SLMs in English / Bengali. Eventually, the English version SLMs will be
translated into Bengali too, for the benefit of learners. As always, all of our teaching faculties contributed in this process.
In addition to this we have also requitioned the services of best academics in each domain in preparation of the new
SLMs. | am sure they will be of commendable academic support. We look forward to proactive feedback from all
stakeholders who will participate in the teaching-learning based on these study materials. It has been a very challenging
task well executed, and | congratulate all concerned in the preparation of these SLMs. | wish the venture a grand success.
Professor (Dr.) Subha Sankar Sarkar Vice-Chancellor

First Print : February, 2022 Printed in accordance with the regulations of the Distance Education Bureau of the University
Grants Commission.
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Module-4: Ovid : Selections from Metamorphoses, ‘Diana and Actaeon’ (Book 3) Unit 12 ? Roman History, Literature and
Culture 185-192 Unit 13 ? Roman Poetry and Ovid 193-199 Unit 14 ? Text and Analysis 200-226 Module-5: Plautus: Pot
of Gold Unit 15 ? Society and the Beginnings of Comedy in Rome 229-235 Unit 16 ? From Menander to Terence : The
Tradition of Roman Comedy 236-243 Unit 17 ? Plautus and his Plays 244-250 Unit 18 ? Understanding the Text 251-271
Timeline 272-299

NSOU ? CC-EG-02 ? 7 Module-1 Introduction to European Classical Literature

Unit 1 ? Ancient Greece: History, Culture and Ideas Structure 1.1.0 Introduction 1.1.1 Rise and Fall of Ancient Greece: (a)
From Indo-Europeans to Mycenaeans (b) Archaic Period (c) Classical Greece (d) Hellenistic Greece (e) Fall of Ancient
Greece 1.1.2 Greek Culture: (a) Daily life in Greek City-States (b) Religion and Festivals (c) Arts and Entertainment (d)
Heroic Codes and Warfare (e) Death and Afterlife 1.1.3 Greek Ideas That Changed the World: (a) Architecture (b)
Philosophy (c) Politics (d) Literature (e) Theatre (f) Medicine (g) Sciences (h) Sports 1.1.4 Some Famous People of Ancient
Greece 1.1.5 Legacy of Ancient Greek Civilization 1.1.6 Summing Up 1.1.7 Comprehension Exercises 1.1.8 Suggested
Reading

10 ? CC-EG-02 ? NSOU 1.1.0 Introduction The Introductory Unit of this Course seeks to familiarise you with the origins
and development of the ancient Greek civilization, with special focus on the socio-cultural and political life of the Greek
people. It also explores some eminent personalities whose ideas revolutionised the world. After reading this Unit you will
know about the different periods of ancient Greek history and the ancient Greek way of life. This background information
will help you to understand and appreciate the Greek classics in translation in your syllabus. 1.1.1 Rise and Fall of Ancient
Greece a. From Indo-Europeans to Mycenaeans: Greece, also known as Hellas, is strategically situated in South-east
Europe at the intersection of Asia, Europe and Africa. Over the centuries, the boundaries of Greece have changed but in
ancient times the country consisted of the following regions: Macedonia, Central Greece, the Peloponnese, Thessaly,
Epirus, the Aegean Islands, Thrace, Crete and the lonian Islands. The second millennium BC (late Bronze Age) saw the
rise of ancient Greek civilization comprising of the Minoan civilization on the island of Crete and on other Mediterranean
islands and the Mycenaean civilization on the mainland. According to available historical evidence, the Mycenaeans were
the first people in the Mediterranean region that spoke the Greek language. However, the origins of Greek identity and
language go back earlier in history than Mycenaean times. During the great migrations of nations, a branch of the Indo-
Europeans migrated into Europe and transformed the lives of the indigenous inhabitants of the region between the
lonian and the Aegean seas. The Greeks are considered to be the descendants of this group of invaders. The synthesis of
the earliest Greek-speaking people with the earlier inhabitants of the Mediterranean region produced the Mycenaean
civilization. Before the rise of Mycenaean civilization in mainland Greece, the Minoan civilization flourished on the island
of Crete. The Minoans, who did not speak Greek, built a flourishing civilization before the Greek-speaking Mycenaeans.
The Minoans differed from the Mycenaeans but because the Minoans had close contact and exerted great influence on
the Mycenaeans, it is appropriate to study them as part of the early history of Greece.
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NSOU ? CC-EG-02 ? 11 ? Minoan civilization: The Minoan civilization was a Bronze Age civilization on the island of Crete
and other islands of the Aegean Sea that flourished from 3000 to 1450 BC and, after a period of decline, ended around
1100 BC. Named after King Minos, the legendary ruler of the island, the Minoan was an advanced civilization which has
left behind large architectural complexes—"palaces”, works of art, writing systems, instruments and weapons, and
evidence of a maritime trade network. The major settlements of the Minoan civilization were in Knossos, Phaistos, Malia
and Kato Zakros. The early palaces were destroyed possibly by earthquakes but they were rebuilt on a grander scale
marking the height of Minoan prosperity. The sprawling palaces were multi-storied with large central courtyards which
may have been used for public ceremonies. Living quarters, storage rooms and administrative centres were constructed
around the courtyard. The walls were decorated with colourful paintings. The rulers and their attendants lived in the
palaces while the general population lived in houses around the palaces. In Greek mythology, King Minos, the son of
Zeus and Europa, lived in the palace at Knossos, the centre of the Minoan civilization. He is best known for constructing
the Labyrinth—a network of passages— for the Minotaur (literally, the ‘bull of Minos’), a half-man, half-bull monster born
to his wife, Pasiphae. The Minotaur devoured sacrificial victims thrown into the Labyrinth. It was eventually killed by the
Athenian hero, Theseus. ? Mycenaean civilization: The Mycenaean civilization was the last phase of the Bronze Age that
flourished in ancient Greece approximately from 1600 to 1100 BC and ended around 1000 BC. Named after its most
famous archaeological site—Mycenae—it was the first distinctive Greek civilization on the Greek mainland. Other major
settlements were in Tiryns, Pylos, Thebes, Argos, Sparta and probably Athens. Though all Mycenaeans spoke the Greek
language, the Mycenaean Greece was not an empire; it was a confederacy of independent city-states, each with its own
king, such as, Agamemnon of Mycenae, Oedipus of Thebes and Menelaus of Sparta. The close contact of the
Mycenaeans with the earlier Minoans is evident from the ruins of Mycenaean palaces, wall-paintings, pottery, jewellery,
weaponry and their writing system. Unlike the Minoan palaces, Mycenaean palaces were built on hills and fortified with
massive Cyclopean walls named after Cyclopes, the one-eyed giants in Greek mythology. The later Greeks believed only
giants could have built the massive

12 ? CC-EG-02 ? NSOU hill-top fortifications. The palaces were built around a large hall or the ‘Megaron’. There were
living quarters in the palaces and separate spaces for administrative work, storage and workshops. The palaces were
decorated with fresco paintings on the walls and floors. The Mycenaean palaces—with the exception of Pylos—were
constructed for defence against other Mycenaeans, or perhaps seaborne invaders. All of them were located close to the
sea because the Mycenaeans were a seafaring people. They dominated the Mediterranean region in wars and
commercial rivalry and probably put an end to the Minoans of Crete. The Mycenaean civilization reached the height of its
prosperity between about 1300 and 1200 BC and collapsed around 1100 BC owing to natural disasters like earthquakes
and volcanic explosions or internal strife and invasion from foreign tribes. Both the Minoans and the Mycenaeans
remained unknown to the modern world for centuries before their archaeological discovery in the 19 th century. They
existed in the writings of later Greeks, like the poet Homer, a native of lonia (Asia Minor), who composed The lliad and
The Odyssey in 8 th century BC. You can go through the links given below for better understanding: Sources: Ancient
Greece: From Indo-Europeans to Mycenaeans—Brewminate The Minoan Civilization (penfield.edu) The Mycenaean
Civilization (penfield.edu) b. Archaic period: The collapse of the Mycenaean civilization was caused by the Dorian
invasion and led to the Greek Dark Ages (1100 to 800 BC). The Dorians were wild northern Greek tribes that migrated to
settle in the southern Aegean region. Culturally, they were probably inferior to the Mycenaeans, but they ushered in the
Iron Age of Greece and influenced the later development of Greek art. However, by 800 BC there was a revival of Greek
civilization and new settlements appeared marking the end of the Dark Ages and the transition into the Greek Archaic
Period. The Archaic period (800 to 480 BC) saw a significant increase in the Greek population and changes in Greek
language, culture, society, art, architecture and politics and international relations. New socio-political ideas and
organizations emerged, the most important of which was Democracy. Draco, the first legislator of Athens, wrote laws
that were to be enforced by a court. However, Draco’s rather harsh laws were
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NSOU ? CC-EG-02 ? 13 abolished later by Solon, a Greek statesman. Solon wrote another code of laws that equalized
political power and laid the foundation of Athenian democracy. The process of “synoecism” or urbanisation i.e. the
merger of several small settlements into one urban centre took place during this period. Initially, the polis (city- state) was

hundreds of Greek settlements were established in lonia on the coasts of the Mediterranean and Black seas. Greek
colonies led to the spread of the Greek language and Greek culture, but it also resulted in conflict with the neighbouring
Persian Empire, culminating in the series of Persian Wars in the 5 th century BC. The Archaic Period came to an end with
the expulsion of the Persians from Greece after the battles of Plataea and Mykale in 479 BC. You can go through the links
given below for better understanding: Sources: Greek Dark Age—World History Encyclopedia Greek Archaic Period
—World History Encyclopedia c. Classical Greece: The Classical Period of ancient Greece (480 to 323 BC) began with the
Greek victory over the Persians when Athens emerged as the most powerful city-state under the leadership of Pericles,
an Athenian general and statesman. The Athenian leader, Cleisthenes introduced the political system of demokratia, or
“rule by the people” (demos, “the people,” kratos, “power”) in 507 BC. It is believed to be the first known instance of
‘democracy’ in the world. Pericles strengthened democracy by providing salaries to public officials which allowed all
Athenian citizens to participate in governance irrespective of their socio-economic status. Pericles also rebuilt parts of
Athens that were destroyed by the Persian invaders, such as the magnificent Parthenon, dedicated to the goddess
Athena. Under Pericles, Athens entered a golden age known

14 ? CC-EG-02 ? NSOU for great artists, philosophers and writers. Historians like Herodotus and Thucydides,
philosophers like Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, Hippocrates, the physician, Phidias, the sculptor, Democritus, the scientist
and playwrights like Aeschylus, Euripides, Sophocles and Aristophanes all lived and worked in and around Athens during
this period. Athens organized a confederacy of allies called the Delian League (478 BC) to protect faraway Greek
settlements from Persian attacks. However, resistance to Athens’ growing power among the other Greek city-states,
particularly Sparta and its allies Corinth and Thebes, led to the Peloponnesian War (431 to 404 BC). The war ended with
the complete defeat and fall of Athens which was absorbed into the Spartan Empire. Conflict soon broke out between
Sparta and her allies and after a series of battles none of the southern city-states were in a position to take control over
Greece. A new power started gaining influence in northern Greece—Macedonia. Hitherto a small kingdom, it came to
dominate the entire Hellenic world and beyond owing to the personality and policy of Philip Il and his son, Alexander.
Phillip Il politically unified the Greek city-states by creating the League of Corinth or the Hellenic League (337 BC). He
wished to conquer the Persian Empire but was assassinated in 336 BC. His son, Alexander the Great, one of the greatest
military generals in history, fulfilled his father's vision. Alexander led the Hellenic League in a long military campaign and
conquered the Persian Empire, making Macedonia the most powerful empire in the world. Alexander’'s Macedonian
Empire extended from Greece to India. Alexander died in 323 BC without an apparent heir. Consequently, the
Macedonian Empire disintegrated soon after his death. However, Alexander's conquests brought people of diverse
cultures residing around the Mediterranean and South-west Asia under Greek influence and led to the emergence of a



