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fofa B9l TAGee dCyd oR@m awikEe, —So far as possible a complete
narrative has served as a basis for each type. It might also naturally be conceivable
to work out a classification of scparate episodes and motifs, yet this weuld have
necessitated such a cutting into pieces of all complete folktales that the scholar
“would be ablé to make a much more limited use of the classification.
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call67 Treev-a9 kel fdan add S@Es.—A motif is the smallest element in
a tale having a power to persist in tradition. 10 order to have this power it must have
spmething unusual and striking about it.
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e BCATE | R RO A G s, —A numbering system was devised,
remotely similar to thal used by the Library ol Congress, so that the Index can
be indefimitely expanded at any peint. Bvery motif has a number indicating its
place in the classification. The details of the system are not diflicult,
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b. The tales are broken-down myths and can” be understood only through
an understanding of the myths from which they derive.
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The spiritual tradition of the folk, particularly oral tradition, as well as (he science which studies
this tradition.” [International Dictionary of Regional Buropean Ethnology and Folklore, vol 1,
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“Wour pages have so often given evidence of the interst which you take in what we in
England designate as popular Antiquities, or popular Literature (though by the bye it 1s morc a
lore than a literature; and would be most aptly deseribed by a good Saxon compound Fnliﬁ—
lore, the lore of the people .....remember I ¢laim the honor of introducing the ¢pithet Folk-
lore’ _
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“....the traditional characler of folklore is an analytical construct. It is a scholarly and not
a cultural fact... Therefore, tradition should not be a criterian for the definition of folklre in ils
conlext... Some traditions are folklore, bul notall folklore is traditional.” [Don Ben Amous—
Towards a Delinition of Folklore Context /Journal of American Follkdore, vol. 84, No, 331,
Januury - March 1971, pp-13-14]
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“Irmodern folklorists accepted the nineteenth century definition of the folk as illliterate,
rural backward peasants, then the study of the lore of such folk might well be strictly a salvage
aperation and the discipline of folkloristics might in time follow the folk itsellinto oblivion.
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Cerainly 11 is eonceivable that eventually all the peasants of the world will become urbanized
or, at least, so much influenced by the urban centres as to lose their peasant qualitics. The
impact of the mass media has tended to encourage stundardization of food, dress, language ete,
But ifwe look at the question who are the folk? Tn a new light, we shall see that the folleare not
dying out; that their are [olk cullures alive and well in the united states, Canada and Europe:
and that new folk cultures are bound to arise—the term *folk™ can refer to any, group of people
whatsoever who share at least one common factor...il could be a common occupation, lan-
ruage or religion-—but what is important 1s that a group lormed for whatever reason will have
soime traditions which it calls its own,,, With this flexible definition of folk, 2 group could be as
large as nation or as small as a [amily. ("Who are the [olk” ; “Interpreting Folklare:
Bloomington 7 Indiana Universily Press, [980)
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‘Is the ald English ballad about the outlaw Robin Hood a folk song ?

Yes.

Is the hallad of Jesse James, the | 870 train robher a folk song?

Yiss, ;

ls Woody Guthne's ballad of Pretty Boy Floyd, the 1935 bank robber....?

Well, Yes.

[Tow about Bob Dylan's 1963 ballad of [attie Carrol?

N, there T drew the line.

Why? Because Dylan came from Minneseta, instead of Oklahoma?

The [olklorist who based his criterion’ solely on age or anonymily, or rural, illilersle
origing, was cornered. The young puiter picker didn’l care, 1n any case.” [“The Populanisation
of Folksongs in the U.8.A', Flok Music and Folklore: An Anthology vol 1, Ed. Hemango Biswas
et al.: Caleutta: Folk Music and Folklore Research Ins.titute, 1967 : pp. 134-42],
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