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* Jtaly became particularly active at the beginning of 1930s. To consolidate its colonial
possessions in Africa, Indian imperialism had long had aggressive designs with regard
to Ethiopia, which was richly endowed with raw materials and occupied an
advantageous strategic position. From the autumn of 1934 Italy started organising
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provocations against Ethiopia. In this period, under the guise of “non-interference.”
French and Britain consented to the seizure of Ethiopia by Italy. Taking advantage of
the connivance of the French and British imperialists, the Italian fascists began military
operations against Ethiopia on October 3, 1935. The Ethiopian people rose to defend
their country and waged a just defensive war, but they were greatly outnumbered.
The Ethiopians did not have modern arms and frequently operated separately, whereas
the Italian’s used modern tanks, aircraft, and latest artillery against Ethiopian troops,
and to crown it all, began to use chemical agents. (A. Contemporary World History
1917-45 V. Alexandrov, 446-47)
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