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What students and par-
ents should look for
Students and parents
evaluating undergraduate
programmes should ask a
simple but powerful question:
Does this course prepare
me for how businesses actually
work today?
Look for programmes that
emphasise

Hands-on leaming and live
projects

Exposure to analytics and
digital tools

Industry interaction and
internships

Skill-based evaluation, not
just writlen exams

A strong undergraduate
programme should build
conlidence not justin theory.
but in applying knowledge
in digital and data-driven
environments.

India is entering a phase
where economic growth will
be driven by knowledge,
technology, and innovation,
To support this, we need
graduates who can think
critically, work with data,
and adapt quickly. Digital
intelligence is the bridge
between education and
employability.,

Entrance exams and
cut-offs will continue to
exist, but they should no
longer define potential The
future belongs to those who
canlearn continuously, think
digitally, and make informed
decisions.

Forundergraduate students,
the message is clear: don't
wail for the next degree to
buikd skills. Start now. Because
when it comes Lo careers,
digital intelligence matters
far more than a cut-off score,
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ADiRA workshop trains young
journalists in Al tools at NSOU

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE

More than 60aspirngjoumalists attended ahands-on workshop
on artifical intelligence at Netaji Subhas Open University, The
progrmme was organised under the ADIRA initiative in
collaboration with the Discipline of Journalism and Mass
Communication, School of Humanities, NSOLUL The workshop
almed to prepare media students forthe [ast-chang ing, Al-based
cconomy of 202526, ADIRA, which stands for Al for Digital
Readiness and Advancement, Is developed by DatalLEADS It Is
supported by the Al Opportunity Fund:Asia Pacific. apartnership
between the Asian Venture Philanthropy Nawork, Google.org,
and the Asian Development Bank The session was conducted
by veteran trainer Joydeep Dasgupta. He introduced participants
o key concepts like artificial intelligence, machine learning,
deep leaming and generative AL Students were also trained in
prompt engineering, which was described as the blueprint for
clfedtive interaction with Al tools. Mr Dasgupta explained that
promptengineering helps journalists move beyond basic online
scarches, By giving dear and structured instructions to Al
svstems, reporters can generate story ideas, organise research,
and automate pars of thelr workflow: He stressed that Al can
support creativity and speed, but human judgment remains
important. The workshop also introduced participants to several
practical tools used in modem newsrooms. Google Pinpoint was
presented as a powerful research platform that helps users
search and analyse thousands of documents and audio files at
onee. Notebook LM was demonstrated asa tool that works with
the journalist’s own uploaded documents and offers automat ic
citations. Perplexity Al was shown as a search-odented chatbot
thatdelivers real-time answers with sources A major part of the
programme focused on ethical concems. The trainer wamed
students about Al hallucinations, where systems generate
incomrect and misleading information because of gaps and bias
in the data. The growing threat of deepfakesand misinformation
was also discussed in detail. The ADIRA framework shows the
need for strong ethical practices, Participants were motivated to
guamntee transparency in their work, conduct regular bias
chedks, protea data with the hep of encry ption, and follow the
clear professional guiddines. The message was clear that Al
should help joumnalists, but not replace them. The concept of
supcragency was introduced during the concluding session, It
shows the ability to use Al asa powerful professionaltool while
maintaining responsibility and integrity. The organisers said
that Indian journalists must only follow technological change
andhelptoshape the future of media in a thoughtful and ethical
way. The workshop specialised in detailed presentations supported
by informative slides A discussion session followed, where
students shared views and raised questions about the responsible
use of Alin the fidd of journalism.

The progrmmme ended with a formal vote of thanks. This
marked the close of a day committed to leaming, reflection, and
the future of journalism in the age of artificial intelligence..




